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DETAILED DISCUSSION 



A detailed discussion of the references, which discussion points out, with the 
particularly required by 37 CFR §§1.111 (b) and (c), how the claimed subject matter 
is distinguishable over the references follows, as required by MPEP§ 708.02(VIII)(e). 

PRESENT INVENTION 

The present invention teaches a combination pack and hunting blind. The 
hunting blind has a stowed position and a deployed position and the pack has a first 
surface with an open position. The hunting blind is housed in the pack when the 
hunting blind is in the stowed position thereof and the hunting blind is deployed from 
the pack when the hunting blind is in the deployed position thereof. The first surface 
of the pack depends from the pack when the first surface of the pack is in the open 
position thereof. The hunting blind extends from the pack and the first surface of the 
pack. 

37 CFR § 1.111(c) 

Pursuant to 37 CFR § 1.111(c), the claimed subject matter discloses the 
following advantageous distinctive features that distinguish over and avoid the prior art 
references: 

"said first surface of said pack depends from 
said pack when said first surface of said 
pack is in said open position thereof and 
"said hunting blind extends from said pack 




# 



and said first surface of said pack . 
[Emphasis added ! 



37 CFR§ 1.111(b) 



Pursuant to 37 CFR § 1. 1 11(b): 

U.S. PATENT APPLICATION PUBLICATION NUMBER 2003/0024559 TO FIELDS 

United States Patent Application Publication Number 2003/0024559 to 
Fields teaches a tree stand cover that includes a center fabric sheet with first and 
second side fabric sheets attached to opposite side edges of the center sheet. Inner 
surfaces of each sheet includes a blaze orange coloration for hunter safety and an 
outer surface having a camouflage coloration for hiding a mounted tree stand. Straps 
with buckles extend from free side edges of respective side fabric sheets for releasably 
coupling the tree stand cover to a tree or other upstanding support. The sheets may 
be positioned to surround and hide a tree stand already coupled to the tree. 
Drawstring assemblies connected to the side fabric sheets enable those sheets to be 
collapsed against the center fabric sheet for transport. Another drawstring assembly 
is connected to the center fabric sheet such that the tree stand cover may be tightened 
about the tree stand itself for simultaneous transport of the tree stand and cover. 

Specifically, no pack is taught, let alone a combination pack and hunting blind. 
Absent such a disclosure, one cannot say that Fields teaches "said first surface of said 
pack depends from said pack when said first surface of said pack is in said open 
position thereof [ Emphasis added l and "said hunting blind extends from said pack and 
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said first surface of said pack ."[ Emphasis added] as required by the advantageous 
distinctive features of the claimed invention. 

U.S. PATENT APPLICATION PUBLICATION NUMBER 2003/0116183 TO HILL 

U.S. Patent Application Number 2003/0116183 to Hill teaches a screen 
housing assembly that includes a housing structure, a carrying structure, a screening 
structure, a screen releasing assembly, and a releasable securement structure. The 
housing structure can be carried and moved by a user. The, carrying structure is 
secured to the housing structure for carrying the housing structure. The screening 
structure is stored internally of the housing structure. The screen releasing assembly 
is attached to the screening structure to allow the user to release a portion of the 
screening structure from internally of the housing structure to externally of the housing 
structure. The releasable securement structure is coupled to the screen releasing 
assembly to change the screen releasing assembly between a screen released 
position and a screen releasably secured position. The portion of the screening 
structure which is external of the housing structure can be used to screen off an area. 

Specifically, no pack is taught, let alone a combination pack and hunting blind. 
Absent such a disclosure, one cannot say that Hill teaches "said first surface of said 
pack depends from said pack when said first surface of said pack is in said open 
position thereof [ Emphasis added] and "said hunting blind extends from said pack and 
said first surface of said pack ."[ Emphasis added ] as required by the advantageous 
distinctive features of the claimed invention. 
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U.S. PATENT NUMBER 3,933,164 TO NESS ef al. 



U.S. Patent Number 3,933,164 to Ness et al. teaches a portable duck blind 
camp cot and back pack that consists of a plurality of telescoping frame sections, each 
having support legs to support the cot or duck blind from the ground. With the frame 
sections telescoped together a pair of shoulder straps on an end section permit the 
device to be used as a back pack. A folding cover also formed of telescopic sections 
is adapted to overlay the cot to form a duck blind to completely hide the hunter and yet 
be quickly and easily removed when the hunter raises himself to a shooting position. 

Specifically, Ness et al. do not teach "said first surface of said pack depends 
from said pack when said first surface of said pack is in said open position 
thereof fEmphasis added] and "said hunting blind extends from said pack and said first 
surface of said pack ." fEmphasis added] as required by the advantageous distinctive 
features of the claimed invention, but rather Ness etal. teach a cover portion 12 [relied 
upon as the hunting blind of the claimed invention] operatively connected to a cot 
portion 11 which is foldable for carrying like one would carry a back pack, as shown 
in FIGURE 4 of Ness et al. and as discussed at col. 2, lines 42-46 of Ness et al. ("A 
pair of shoulder straps 30 are secured respectively to the frame members 13, 14 to 
engage over the shoulders of the wearer so that with the cot portion 11 in the 
collapsed position as illustrated in FIG. 4 it can be carried on the back . ..." fEmphasis 
added] ). 



U.S. PATENT NUMBER 4,236,657 TO BRUNTON 



U.S. Patent Number 4,236,657 to Brunton teaches a back pack with shoulder 
straps that has a flap along one rear side edge thereof and a pair of leaves that are 
hingedly connected by a zipper to the flap. The leaves form an envelope which opens 
out at right angle to the zipper when the leaves are arranged in a packing position, 
enabling clothes to be received neatly into the envelope whereupon the leaves are 
wrapped around one another and the pack is in a stowed position and secured. The 
envelope is detachable from the pack and has a handle to permit use as a release. 

Specifically, Brunton does not teach "said first surface of said pack depends 
from said pack when said first surface of said pack is in said open position 
thereof [Emphasis added] and "said hunting blind extends from said pack and said first 
surface of said pack ." [Emphasis added] as required by the advantageous distinctive 
features of the claimed invention, but rather Brunton teaches in FIGURE 6 thereof a 
bag 2 [relied upon as the pack of the claimed invention] and a pair of leaves 18 and 
20 [relied upon as the hunting blind of the claimed invention] extending outwardly from 
sides of a first surface of the bag 2, respectively. The first surface of the bag 2 of 
Brunton does not depend from the bag 2 when the first surface of the bag 2 is in its 
open position, and the pair of leaves 18 and 20 of Brunton do not extend from the bag 
2 and the first surface of the bag 2 as required by the advantageous distinctive 
features of the claimed invention, but rather Brunton teaches the first surface of the 
bag 2 thereof not having an open position and the pair of leaves 18 and 20 thereof 
extending only from the bag 2 and not from the first surface of the bag 2, as discussed 
at col. 1, lines 43-48 of Brunton ("On the leftside 12 of the bag is a flap 14. A leaf 18 




is attached by a zip to the flap 14. Referring now to FIG. 6, the construction is the 
same with the addition of a right hand leaf 20 , attached to a right hand flap 
16. [Emphasis added] ). 

U.S. PATENT NUMBER 4,776,503 TO SINK 

U.S. Patent Number 4,776,503 to Sink teaches a combination hunting, 
backpacking, and camping accessory that can be used as a hunter's climbing seat, a 
blind support, a backpack, or a portable shelf for camp sites which is formed from a 
pair of interconnected frame components, each having first and second sections, a 
cross brace attached to the first sections, and a support member releasably secured 
to the second sections. A cable or other flexible member is fixed at one end to the 
cross brace, has a series of stops attached to it along its length, and is received in an 
open notch in the cross brace. When used as a climbing seat, the cable is wrapped 
around a tree with the first sections extending downwardly, but when used as a 
backpack, the accessory is reversed and the cable is wrapped around the wearer's 
waist. When used as a shelf or a blind support, the support member may be removed 
and replaced with extensions slipped over the second sections. 

Specifically, Sink does not teach "said first surface of said pack depends from 
said pack when said first surface of said pack is in said open position 
thereof f Emphasis added) and "said hunting blind extends from said pack and said first 
surface of said pack . "[ Emphasis added] as required by the advantageous distinctive 
features of the claimed invention, but rather Sink teaches a framework 12 for use with 
a backpacking device [relied upon as the pack of the claimed invention] as shown in 
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FIGURE 6 of Sink and as discussed at col. 3, lines 66-67 of Sink ("When it is desired 
to use the present invention as a backpacking device . . . . " [Emphasis added] ) or for use 
with a hunting blind 66 [relied upon as the hunting blind of the claimed invention] as 
shown in FIGURE 9 of Sink and as discussed at col. 4, lines 22-24 of Sink ("When so 
modified the present invention can also function as a framework for a hunter's blind 
as shown in FIG. 9 of the drawings ." [Emphasis added] ). There is no interconnection 
of the backpacking device and the hunting blind 66. They are for use separately and 
independently of each other. 

U.S. PATENT NUMBER 5,562,236 TO MONZINGO 

U.S. Patent Number 5,562,236 to Monzingo teaches a modular backpack 
which may be reconfigured into luggage or carrying articles. The assembly includes 
first and second backpacks, each of which may be separated into upper and lower 
compartments. The lower compartments may then be coupled together to form a 
transportable piece of luggage and the upper compartments are similarly couplable to 
form a further piece of luggage. The assembly also includes a tent extendable from 
the backpack as well as an extensible elastic pack cover for protecting the backpack 
from rain or the like. 

Specifically, Monzingo does not teach "said first surface of said pack depends 
from said pack when said first surface of said pack is in said open position 
thereof [Emphasis added] and "said hunting blind extends from said pack and said first 
surface of said pack .' TEmphasis added] as required by the advantageous distinctive 
features of the claimed invention, but rather Monzingo teaches modular backpack 
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pannier luggage 10 [relied upon as the pack of the claimed invention] having a tent 
assembly 92 [relied upon as the hunting blind of the present invention] removably 
stowed therein, as shown in FIGURES 20 and 21 of Monzingo and as discussed at col. 
7, lines 15-17 of Monzingo ("Continuing on to FIGS. 20 and 21, a tent assembly 92 
removable stowed within a tent pocket 94 of either of the lower bags 16, 34 may be 
provided. " [Emphasis addedl ). 

U.S. PATENT NUMBER 5,762,085 TO PUNCH 

U.S. Patent Number 5,762,085 to Punch teaches a hunters ground blind 
including a frame portion. Further provided is a cover system dimensioned for 
extending over the frame portion. Situated on the cover is a front window with a 
plurality of vertical strips and a penetrateable screen removably coupled thereover. 
Also included is a pair of inverted L-shaped slots formed in the cover system which are 
each adapted to allow the selective opening thereof when hunting various game. 

Specifically, Punch does not teach "said first surface of said pack depends from 
said pack when said first surface of said pack is in said open position 
thereof [Emphasis added] and "said hunting blind extends from said pack and said first 
surface of said pack / TEmphasis added ] as required by the advantageous distinctive 
features of the claimed invention, but rather Punch teaches a hunters ground blind 10 
[relied upon as the hunting blind of the claimed invention] that is foldable for carrying 
like one would carry a back pack 110, with small gear and the awning device therefor 
being stowed between the folds, as shown in FIGURE 16 of Punch and as discussed 
at col. 7, lines 44-56 of Punch ("To provide mobility, the foldable frame is adapted to 




collapse thereby forming a back pack 11 P .... Also, small gear and the awning device 
can be carried within the folded area ." [Emphasis added] ). There is no pack perse, just 
the hunters ground blind 10 being folded for carrying like one would carry a back pack. 

U.S. PATENT NUMBER 5,862,967 TO JOHNSON 

U.S. Patent Number 5,862,967 to Johnson teaches a frame system that 
converts to a four-leg support base for use with backpacks. The base eliminates the 
need to carry a tripod or monopod. Two threaded bosses are used to accommodate 
attachments such as a shooting rest or to accommodate surveillance or test 
equipment. The main part of the frame replaces the top hoop found on many external 
frame backpacks. The frame has two angled members that accept a pair of legs. 
These legs are made of several parts to permit many configurations. The frame can 
be removed from the backpack as well. This makes a free standing base that can be 
used in seated or prone positions and also leaves the pack portion free to be used 
separately. Nylon sides or hoods can be attached to make the pack assembly act as 
a blind or a windbreak. Also, an aluminum table can be attached to the frame for 
cooking, etc., as desired. 

Specifically, Johnson does not teach "said first surface of said pack depends 
from said pack when said first surface of said pack is in said open position 
thereof [ Emphasis added] and "said hunting blind extends from said pack and said first 
surface of said pack . "[ Emphasis added] as required by the advantageous distinctive 
features of the claimed invention, but rather Johnson teaches a multi-purpose frame 
for use with a back pack [relied upon as the pack of the claimed invention] that has 
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hood or side pieces 40 [relied upon as the hunting blind of the claimed invention] 
attached by straps 42 to a frame 101, as shown in FIGURES 16, 19, and 21 of 
Johnson and as discussed at col. 4, lines 47-53 and at col. 5, lines 50-52 of Johnson, 
respectively, ("FIG. 16 shows a hood or side piece 40 that is attached to the backpack 
as shown in FIG. 19.. .. Straps 40 are provided as shown to attach the hood 40 to the 
backpack frame 1 01 ." [Emphasis added] and "The hoods are attached to the backpack 
using the straps provided as discussed above. ..." fEmphasis added! ). The hoods are 
attached to the frame of the back pack, not the back pack proper. 



U.S. PATENT NUMBER 5,865,355 TO CAMARA 



U.S. Patent Number 5,865,355 to Camara teaches a portable barrier 
apparatus defining a multi-sectioned barrier for protection against wind and sand in 
various outdoor environments. Additionally, the barrier may be assembled and used 
as a child or pet restraint enclosure, a privacy barrier, or a temporary personal effect 
storage site. The apparatus includes a connected plurality of flexible barrier panel 
members which may be supported in an upright manner with a plurality of pole 
members. The apparatus further includes a back pack or similar device for 
transporting the barrier in an undeployed configuration. The back pack can be 
independently utilized away from the barrier. An accessory enclosure structure is 
attachable to the barrier. 

Specifically, Camara does not teach "said first surface of said pack depends 
from said pack when said first surface of said pack is in said open position 
thereof f Emphasis added! and "said hunting blind extends from said pack and said first 
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surface of said pack . " [Emphasis added] as required by the advantageous distinctive 
features of the claimed invention, but rather Camara teaches a back pack device 16 
[relied upon as the pack of the claimed invention] having a surface [relied upon as the 
first surface of the pack of the claimed invention] opening sidewardly and a plurality of 
flexible barrier members 12 [relied upon as the hunting blind of the claimed invention] 
extending only from the back pack device 16 and not from both the back pack device 
16 and the first surface of the back pack device 16, as shown in FIGURES 1-3 of 
Camara. 

U.S. PATENT NUMBER 5,927,575 TO GATLING 

U.S. Patent Number 5,927,575 to Gatling teaches a cushion and backpack 
combination including a back support cushion and seat support cushion that are 
connected by a pair of shoulder straps. Both the back cushion and seat cushion 
include additional straps for securing the cushions to an object. The back cushion 
includes integrated pockets and the seat cushion has detachably appended packs on 
each side. The appended packs are folded over onto the seat cushion and then tied 
onto the seat cushion using the securing straps to form a single backpack unit. By 
placing the carrying straps over each shoulder, the sportsman may carry both the 
cushions and the packs. 

Specifically, Gatling does not teach "said first surface of said pack depends from 
said pack when said first surface of said pack is in said open position 
thereof [Emphasis added ] and "said hunting blind extends from said pack and said first 
surface of said pack ."[ Emphasis added] as required by the advantageous distinctive 
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features of the claimed invention, but rather Gatling teaches seat and back cushions 
6, 4 with detachable side packs 22 and 24 detachably mounted to the seat cushion 6 
and which are foldable for carrying like one would carry a back pack, as shown in 
FIGURE 3 of Gatling and as discussed at col. 3, lines 7-1 1 of Gatling ("The strap links 
26 provide a convenient means for... allowing the removable packs to be easily folded 
onto the top of the seat cushion 6 for use as a backpack as shown in FIG. 
3."f Emphasis addedl ). No hunting blind is taught, let alone a combination pack and 
hunting blind. Absent such a disclosure, one cannot ay that Gatling teaches "said first 
surface of said pack depends from said pack when said first surface of said pack is in 
said open position thereof [Emphasis added] and "said hunting blind extends from said 
pack and said first surface of said pack ." [Emphasis added] as required by the 
advantageous distinctive features of the claimed invention. 



U.S. PATENT NUMBER 6,021,794 TO GUERRA 



U.S. Patent Number 6,021 ,794 to Guerra teaches a portable shelter including 
a frame having a base and a collapsible upper portion. A cover is removably mounted 
on the upper portion of the frame. A pair of shoulder straps are each coupled to the 
base of the frame for allowing the same to be worn on a back of a user. A bag is 
mounted on the base for receiving the cover. 

Specifically, Guerra does not teach "said first surface of said pack depends from 
said pack when said first surface of said pack is in said open position 
thereof TEmphasis addedl and "said hunting blind extends from said pack and said first 
surface of said pack .' TEmphasis added] as required by the advantageous distinctive 
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features of the claimed invention, but rather Guerra teaches a camouflage canvas 22 
[relied upon as the hunting blind of the claimed invention] removably stored in a 
canvas bag 52 [relied upon as the pack of the claimed invention] for carrying on the 
back and when removed therefrom the canvas bag 52 forms the bottom of the 
camouflage canvas 22, and as such, the camouflage canvas 22 extends upwardly 
from the canvas bag 52, as shown in FIGURES 1 and 2 of Guerra and as discussed 
at col. 5, lines 36-46 of Guerra ("FIGS. 1 and 2 show a pair of flexible shoulder straps 
50.... The straps serve for being received by one of the end caps such that the base of 
the frame may be worn on a back of a user . Lastly a canvas bag 52 has a face 
coupled to the base of the frame.. ..During use, the bag serves as a bottom of the 
canvas . After use, the canvas, stanchions, interconnect rods, and inflatable bed may 
be stored within the bag such that present invention may be transported on the back 
of the user . " [Emphasis added ]) . 

U.S. PATENT NUMBER 6,510,922 TO HODNETT 

U.S. Patent Number 6,510,922 to Hodnett teaches a stand for hunting or 
photography including a seat structure adapted to be removably positionable on a tree 
trunk and a cover removably supportable by the seat structure in a manner effective 
for at least partially concealing a user when seated in the seat structure from front 
view, side view, back view, or a combination thereof. 

Specifically, Hodnett does not teach "said first surface of said pack depends 
from said pack when said first surface of said pack is in said open position 
thereof [ Emphasis added] and "said hunting blind extends from said pack and said first 
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surface of said pack . " [Emphasis addedl as required by the advantageous distinctive 
features of the claimed invention, but rather Hodnett teaches a vertical cover 5 [relied 
upon as the hunting blind of the claimed invention] operatively connected to a frame 
that is collapsible for carrying on the back of a user via shoulder straps 20, as shown 
in FIGURE 3 of Hodnett and as discussed at col. 2, lines 32-34 of Hodnett ("...shoulder 
straps 20 attachable to the bottom of seat frame 4 for carrying the inventive hunting 
stand 2 in a manner depicted in FIG. 3 . " [Emphasis added] ). Hodnett does not teach 
a pack, let alone a combination pack and hunting blind. Absent such a disclosure, one 
cannot ay that Hodnett teaches "said first surface of said pack depends from said pack 
when said first surface of said pack is in said open position thereof [Emphasis added] 
and "said hunting blind extends from said pack and said first surface of said 
pack . " [Emphasis added] as required by the advantageous distinctive features of the 
claimed invention. 

U.S. PATENT NUMBER 6,698,131 TO LATSCHAW 

U.S. Patent Number 6,698,131 to Latschaw teaches a hunting blind that 
allows the hunter to lie on his back in an inclined position. The hunter's head rests on 
a head rest. A gun rest is provided laterally across the hunter's body. A pair of flaps 
cover the hunter and are easily openable when the hunter brings his or her gun into 
a shooting position and/or moves to a sitting position. The blind is collapsible, requires 
no assembly in the field, and may be carried on the hunter's back like a backpack. 

Specifically, Latschaw does not teach "said first surface of said pack depends 
from said pack when said first surface of said pack is in said open position 
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thereof ' [Emphasis addedl and "said hunting blind extends from said pack and said first 
surface of said pack ." [Emphasis added] as required by the advantageous distinctive 
features of the claimed invention, but rather Latschaw teaches a blind 10 [relied upon 
as the hunting blind of the claimed invention] which is collapsible for carrying like one 
would carry a back pack, as shown in FIGURE 11 of Latschaw and as discussed at 
col. 2, lines 47-48 and at col. 6, lines 2-4 of Latschaw, respectively, ("FIG. 11 is the 
blind of FIG. 1 shown in a collapsed position on a person's back . " [Emphasis added] 
and "The blind 10 can now be carried on the hunter's back by placing the yoke 124 
over his or her shoulders.' TEmphasis added] ). 

Applicant/petitioner submits herewith a Memorandum Of Law teaching the 
proper application of an obviousness holding in support of the instant Petition To Make 
Special. Pursuant to 37 CFR § 1. 1 7(h), the fee of $1 30.00 for the instant Petition To 
Make Special is enclosed. 

In view of the instant Petition To Make Special and the Memorandum of Law 
submitted in support thereof, applicant/petitioner respectfully requests that the above- 
identified application be made special and advanced out of turn for examination. 



Respectfully, 



Dated: %- © f 




Bernard S. Hoffrftyy 
Agent of Record 
USPTO Reg. 30,756 



460 Old Town Road, Suite 7F 

Port Jefferson Station, New York 1 1776 

Tel: (631)331-8883 

Fax: (631) 331-8883 
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STATEMENT OF FACTS 



Applicant/petitioner has filed patent application number 1 0/764,733 on January 
26, 2004 for a BACKPACK HUNTING BLIND FOR A TREE STAND. 
Applicant/petitioner wishes to have the application advanced out of turn for 
examination by filing a Petition To Make Special, and submits the instant 
Memorandum Of Law in support thereof. 
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POINT I 



DETERMINATION OF OBVIOUSNESS IS 
MATTER OF LAW 

The Federal Circuit holds that relevant case law must be relied upon in 
determining obviousness ipso facto the determination of obviousness is a matter of 
law. In re Deuel, 51 F.3d 1552, 1557, 34 USPQ.2d (BNA) 1210, 1214 (Fed. Cir. 1995). 



POINT II 



REQUIREMENTS FOR PRIMA FACIE 
HOLDING OF OBVIOUSNESS INCLUDE 
SETTING FORTH DIFFERENCES IN 
CLAIM OVER APPLIED REFERENCES, 
SETTING FORTH PROPOSED 
MODIFICATION OF REFERENCE WHICH 
WOULD BE NECESSARY TO ARRIVE AT 
CLAIMED SUBJECT MATTER, AND 
EXPLAINING WHY PROPOSED 
MODIFICATION WOULD BE OBVIOUS 



The three steps required for establishing a prima facie case of obviousness 
include setting forth the differences in the claim over the applied references, setting 
forth the proposed modification of the reference which would be necessary to arrive 
at the claimed subject matter, and explaining why the proposed modification would be 
obvious. Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1,17, 148 USPQ 459, 467, 15 L.Ed. 
2d 545, 86 S. Ct. 684 (1966); and MPEP § 706.02. 



POINT III 



PRIOR ART MUST PROVIDE MOTIVATING 
SUGGESTION TO MAKE MODIFICATIONS 



The Courts require that in order to satisfy the third step for establishing a prima 
facie case of obviousness, it must be identified where the prior art provides a 
motivating suggestion to make the modifications proposed in the second step for 
establishing a prima facie case of obviousness. In re Randol and Redford, 1 65 USPQ 
586, 588; In re Jones, 958, F.2d 347, 21 USPQ.2d 1941, 1943-44; and GambroLundia 
AB v. Baxter Healthcare Corporation, 110 F.3d 1573, 42 USPQ.2d 1378, 1383 (Fed. 
Cir. 1997). 



POINT IV 



PRIOR ART MUST SUGGEST 
DESIRABILITY OF MODIFICATION 

The Courts further require, however, that even if the prior art may be modified 
the modification is not made obvious unless the prior art suggests the desirability of 
the modification. In re Imperato, 179 USPQ 730, 732; and In re Fritch, 922, F.2d 1 260, 
23 USPQ.2d 1780, 1783-84 (CAFC 1992). 



POINT V 

ELEMENTS CANNOT BE COMBINED IN 
PIECEMEAL MANNER IN LIGHT OF 
APPLICANT'S DISCLOSURE TO SHOW 
OBVIOUSNESS BY USING APPLICANT'S 
OWN SPECIFICATION AS THOUGH IT 
WERE PRIOR ART 

Elements cannot be merely combined in a piecemeal manner in light of 
applicant's disclosure to show obviousness by using applicant's own specification as 
though it were prior art without violating the basic mandate inherent in 35 U. S. C. § 103. 
In re Stephens, Wenzl, and Browne, 145 USPQ 656, 657 (CCPA 1 965); Panduit Corp. 
v. Burndy Corporation etal., 180 USPQ 498, 505 (District Court, N.D. Illinois, E. Div.); 
Monarch Knitting Mach. Corp. v. Sulzer Morat GmbH, 139 F.3d 877, 45 USPQ.2d 
1977, 1978, 1981; and In re Rouffet, 149 F.3d 1350, 47 USPQ.2d 1453, 1454. 



POINT VI 



FOR HOLDING OF OBVIOUSNESS PRIOR 
ART MUST ACCOMPLISH APPLICANT'S 
RESULT 



For a holding of obviousness prior art must accomplish applicant's result. In re 
Wright, 122 USPQ 522, 524 (1959). 
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POINT VII 



PATENT APPLICANT MAY ATTACK 
PRIMA FACIE DETERMINATION AS 
IMPROPERLY MADE OUT AND TENDING 
TO SUPPORT CONCLUSION OF 
NONOBVIOUSNESS 



The patent applicant may attack the prima facie determination as improperly 
made out and tending to support a conclusion of nonobviousness. In re Fritch, 922, 
F.2d 1260, 23 USPQ.2d at 1783 (CAFC 1992). 
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CONCLUSION 



Determination of obviousness is matter of law and includes setting forth 
differences in claim over applied references, setting forth proposed modification of 
reference which would be necessary to arrive at claimed subject matter, and explaining 
why proposed modification would be obvious, without combining elements in 
piecemeal manner in light of applicant's disclosure by using applicant's own 
specification as though it were prior art, but by providing motivating suggestion to make 
modifications and desirability of modification, or else patent applicant may attack prima 
facie determination as improperly made out and tending to support conclusion of 
nonobviousness. 



Respectfully, 





Bernard S. Hoffmari\\ 
Agent of Record 
USPTO Reg. 30,756 



460 Old Town Road, Suite 7F 

Port Jefferson Station, New York 1 1776 

Tel: (631) 331-8883 

Fax: (631) 331-8883 



Dated: Port Jefferson 



Station, NY 
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(57) ABSTRACT 
A tree stand cover includes a center fabric sheet with first 
and second side fabric sheets attached to opposite side edges 
of the center sheet. Inner surfaces of each sheet includes a 
blaze orange coloration for hunter safety and an outer 
surface having a camouflage coloration for hiding a mounted 
tree stand. Straps with buckles extend from free side edges 
of respective side fabric sheets for releasably coupling the 
tree stand cover to a tree or other upstanding support. The 
sheets may be positioned to surround and hide a tree stand 
already coupled to the tree. Drawstring assemblies con- 
nected to the side fabric sheets enable those sheets to be 
collapsed against the center fabric sheet for transport. 
Another drawstring assembly is connected to the center 
fabric sheet such that the tree stand cover may be tightened 
about the tree stand itself for simultaneous transport of the 
tree stand and cover. 





FIG. 1 
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REVERSIBLE TREE STAND COVER 
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
rOOOll This invention relates generally to hunting blinds 
and, more particularly, to a reversible cover for safely 
quietly, and visibly transporting a hunter's tree stand through 
the woods and for camouflaging the tree stand when 
mounted to a tree. 

r0002] Tree stands are utilized frequently by hunters as 
well as by nature enthusiasts for watching wildlife from a 
heightened vantage point. Tree stands are often mounted to 
a tree trunk or other upstanding support post such as a light 
pole or the like. However, carrying a tree stand through trees 
and underbrush to the desired tree is often a noisy event that 
scares awav the wildlife desired to be watched or hunted. 
Further, most tree stands leave the hunter exposed to the 
view of the wildlife, which can be a hindrance to a success- 
ful hunting experience. 

[0003] Various devices have been proposed for shielding a 
hunter from weather events while standing near a tree or 
while sitting in a tree stand. Although assumably effective 
for their intended purposes, the existing devices do not 
provide a tree stand cover useful for conveniently, safely, 
and quietly carrying a tree stand to a desired location as well 
as for camouflaging a tree siaud once mounted to a tree. 
[00041 Therefore, it is desirable to have a tree stand cover 
which may be configured for attachment to a tree stand for 
simultaneous transport of the stand and cover to a desired 
location. Further, it is desirable to have a cover which may 
be configured to be extremely visible and which minimizes 
sound creation during transport through thick underbrush. In 
addition, it is desirable to have a cover which may be 
configured to substantiaUy hide a tree stand when mounted 
to a tree trunk. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
[0005] A reversible tree stand cover according to the 
present invention includes three sheets of flexible fabric 
material attached to one another and configured as a center 
sheet and a pair of side sheets. The side sheets may be 
extended for use as side wall components that substantially 
hide a tree stand when properly positioned and attached to 
a tree trunk or may be collapsed against the center sheet for 
convenient transport. Drawstring assemblies attached to the 
side sheets facilitate movement between extended use con- 
figurations and transport configurations. Straps with buckles 
extend from free edges of the side sheets for attaching the 
tree stand cover to a tree trunk and for tightening the cover 
around a tree stand mounted to the same tree trunk. When 
the cover and a tree stand are detached from the tree trunk, 
a drawstring assembly connected to the center sheet allows 
the center sheet to be tightened about the tree stand itself for 
simultaneous transport of both the tree stand and cover. 
Inner surfaces of the tree stand cover include a blaze orange 
coloration that is visible during transport while outer sur- 
faces include a camouflage coloration for effectively hiding 
a tree stand when mounted in a tree. The sheets may ako 
include inner layers of sponge or neoprene material for 
absorbing impact forces and dampening the sounds thereof 
caused by contact with underbrush during transport. 
[0006] Therefore, a general object of this invention is to 
provide a tree stand cover that is reversible for selectably 
displaying a blaze orange or camouflage coloration. 



[00071 Another object of this invention is to provide a tree 
stand cover, as aforesaid, which absorbs the impact ot 
contact with tree branches and the like during transport. 
[00081 Still another object of this invention is to provide a 
tree stand cover, as aforesaid, which may be selectively 
configured for simultaneous transport with a tree stand or lor 
substantially hiding the tree stand when the tree stand and 
cover are mounted to a tree. 

[0009] Yet another object of this invention is to provide a 
tree stand cover, as aforesaid, having a pocket with a silent 
zipper for stowing selected items therein. 
[0010] A further object of this invention is to provide a tree 
stand cover, as aforesaid, having drawstrings for moving 
side sheets between extended and collapsed configurations. 

[0011] Other objects and advantages of this invention will 
become apparent from the following description taken in 
connection with the accompanying drawings, wherein is set 
forth by way of illustration and example, an embodiment ot 
this invention. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0012] FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a tree stand cover 
according to the preferred embodiment of the present inven- 
tion; 

[0013] FIG. 2a is a plan view showing the inner surfaces 
of the tree stand cover as in FIG. 1; 

[0014] FIG. 2b is an isolated view on an enlarged scale of 
a first strap with a male buckle end as in FIG. 2a; 
[0015] FIG. 2c is an isolated view on an enlarged scale of 
a second strap with a female buckle end as in FIG. 2a; 
[0016] FIG. 3 is a plan view showing the outer surfaces of 
the tree stand cover as in FIG. 1; 

[0017] FIG. 4 is a perspective view of the tree stand cover 
as in FIG. 1 in a transport configuration and partially 
attached to a tree stand; and 

[0018] FIG. 5 is a perspective view of the tree stand cover 
as in FIG. 4 completely attached to a tree stand for transport. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

[0019] A reversible tree stand cover 10 according to a 
preferred embodiment of the present invention will now be 
described in detail with reference to FIGS. 1 through 5 of 
the accompanying drawings. The tree stand cover 10 
includes a center wall component 20 having top 22 and 
bottom 24 edges with opposed first 26 and second 28 side 
edges extending therebetween (FIGS. 2a and 3). The center 
wall component 20 is constructed of a flexible double-ply 
canvas material and therefore is also referred to herein as a 
first fabric sheet. 

[0020] The tree stand cover 10 further includes a first side 
wall component 40 having top 42 and bottom 44 edges with 
first 46 and second 48 side edges extending therebetween 
(FIGS. 2a and 3). The first side wall component 40 is 
preferably constructed of a flexible double-ply canvas mate- 
rial and therefore is also referred to herein as the second 
fabric sheet. The first side edge 46 of the first side wall 
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component 40 is fixedly attached to the first side edge 26 of 
the center wall component 20. 

r00211 The tree stand cover 10 further includes a second 
side wall component 70 having top 72 and bottom 74 edges 
with first 76 and second 78 side edges extending therebe- 
twcen (FIGS. 2a and 3). The first side edge 76 of the second 
side wall component 70 is fixedly attached to the .second side 
edge 28 of the center wall component 20. The second side 
wall component 70 includes a construction substantially 
similar to that of the first side wall component 40. As the 
second side wall component 70 is also preferably con- 
structed of a flexible double-ply canvas material, it is also 
referred to herein as a third fabric sheet. 
T0022] The wall components are sewn together along 
respective seams such that the side wall components are 
flexibly movable between selected configurations relative to 
the center wall component, as to be described in further 
detail below. Further, the double-ply canvas construction ot 
each wall component enables each sheet to include an inner 
layer. Preferably, each sheet includes an inner layer or a 
sponge material for absorbing the impact forces caused by 
contact the wall components and tree branches or under- 
brush The sponge material also serves to dampen sounds 
caused by such impact forces. Other materials such as 
neoprene would also be suitable for the inner layer con- 
struction. 

[0023] Each wall component includes a generally rectan- 
gular configuration having planar inner and outer surfaces. 
Each inner surface includes a blaze orange coloration 12 
(FIG. Id) of the type and color directed by the regulations 
of most states to be worn by hunters. Each outer surface 
includes a camouflage pattern coloration 14 (FIG. 3) that 
substantially hides a tree stand 6 and hunter when properly 
mounted and positioned on a tree trunk or support post 8 
(FIG. 1), as to be further described later. 
[00241 A pocket member 30 is fixedly attached to the inner 
surface of the center wall component 20. The pocket mem- 
ber 30 includes au open upper edge having a zipper 31 or 
other suitable fastener such that the upper edge may be 
selectively opened or closed. Preferably, the zipper 31 is 
constructed of plastic in the form of a so-called "silent- 
zipper" as is known in the art. 

[0025] The tree stand cover 10 may be releasably coupled 
to a tree trunk 8 or similar upstanding support with straps. 
One end of a first strap 50 is fixedly attached to the second 
edge 48 of the first side wall component 40 at a position 
adjacent the top edge 42 of the first side wall component 40 
(FIG 2c). A female buckle end 52 is connected to the other 
end of the first strap 50. Another strap 54 having a construc- 
tion substantially similar to that of the first strap 50 may be 
connected to the first side wall component 40 adjacent the 
bottom edge 44 thereof. One end of a second strap 80 is 
fixedly attached to the second edge 78 of die second side 
wall component 70 at a position adjacent the top edge 72 
thereof (FIG. lb). A male buckle end 82 is connected to the 
other end of the second strap 80. Another strap 84 having a 
construction substantially similar to the second strap 80 may 
also be attached to the second edge 78 of the second side 
wall component 70 adjacent the bottom edge 74 thereof. 
Therefore, the tree stand cover 10 may be positioned so as 
10 surround a tree stand 6 that is already mounted to a tree 
mink and then the cover 10 may be securely fastened thereto 



by engaging the buckles of the first 50 and second 80 straps 
(FIG 1) Of course, the tree stand cover 10 is positioned 
with the camouflage coloration 14 facing outward so as to 
substantially hide the tree stand 6. 

f00261 The tree stand cover 10 includes a plurality of 
drawstring assemblies that enable the components to be 
configured for use or transport and to enable the cover 10 to 
be connected to a tree stand itself. A first drawstring assem- 
bly 56 is attached along the top edge 42 of the first side wa 1 
component 40 and includes a first drawstring 58 (KG. 3). 
Manipulation of the first drawstring 58 by a user selectively 
moves the second side edge 48 of the first side wall 
component 40 between an extended/use configuration dis- 
placed from the first side edge 26 of the center wall 
component 20 and a transport configuration adjacent the first 
side edge 26 of the center wall component 20. Another 
drawstring assembly 60 having a construction substantially 
similar to the first drawstring assembly 56 may be attached 
along the bottom edge 44 of the first side wall component 40. 
The first drawstring assembly 56 may be of the type m which 
one end of the first drawstring 58 is attached to the first side 
edge 46 of the first side wall component 40 such that a tree 
end of the first drawstring 58 must be pulled toward that first 
side edge 46 in order to collapse the first side wall compo- 
nent 40. Alternatively, the first drawstring 58 may operate 
"pulley-style" in which an outward pulling of the free end 
thereof may collapse the side wall. 

r0027l A second drawstring assembly 86 is attached along 
the top edge 72 of the second side wall component 70 and 
includes a second drawstring 88 (FIG. 3). The second 
drawstring assembly 86 includes a construction substantially 
similar to that of the previously described first drawstring 
assembly 56. Another drawstring assembly 90 having a 
construction substantially similar to that of the second 
drawstring assembly 86 may also be connected along the 
bottom edge 74 of the second side wall component 70. 
Therefore, the first 56 and second 86 drawstring assemblies 
enable a user to extend the side wall components to sub- 
stantially surround a tree stand or to collapse them for 
transport purposes. 

[00281 The center wall component 20 also includes a 
drawstring assembly 32. A seam 36 defining a channel 
extends about the peripheral edges of the center wdl com- 
ponent 20 through which a drawstring 34 extends (FIG. 2a). 
The seam 36 defines an opening 38 through which the 
drawstring 34 extends and into which excess lengths of the 
drawstring 34 may be tucked. Pulling on the drawstring 34 
causes the peripheral edges of the center wall component 20 
to be drawn inwardly toward one another and, therefore, to 
tighten around any object placed against the center wall 
component 20. As particularly shown in FIG. 4, the periph- 
eral edges of the center fabric sheet 20 tighten around a tree 
stand 6 when the drawstring 34 is pulled. With the side wall 
components moved to their collapsed/transport configura- 
tions, the center wall component 20 may be completely 
tightened and releasably coupled to the tree stand 6 for 
simultaneous transport (FIG. 5). Excess length ot the draw- 
string 34 may be rucked into the seam channel through the 
openino 38. If not already provided with a selected tree stand 
6 ; shoulder straps 16 may be provided with the tree stand 
cover 10. These shoulder straps 16 may be attached to the 
tree stand 6 such that the cover 10 and tree stand 6 may be 
simultaneous carried by a user in the manner of a backpack. 
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r00291 In use, the tree stand cover 10 is carried, with or 
without a tree stand 6, to a location where it is desired to be 
used. When transporting the cover 10, the fabric side wall 
components 40, 70 are moved to their collapsed configura- 
tions using the first 56 and second 86 drawstnng asscmbhcs 
If a tree stand 6 is to be simultaneously transported, then the 
center wall component drawstring 34 is extended such that 
the peripheral edges of the center wall component 20 tighten 
about the tree stand 6. It is important that the inner surface 
of the center wall component 20 be exposed such that the 
blaze orange coloration 12 makes the user's presence and 
location visible to other hunters. The inner layers of the waU 
components are effective to dampen the effects of contact 
with tree branches or underbrush. Once the desired location 
is reached, the steps described above may be reversed to 
detach the cover 10 from the tree stand 6. Once the tree stand 
6 is mounted to a tree trunk 8 or the like, the cover 10 may 
be positioned so as to substantially surround the tree stand 
6 making certain that the camouflage colored outer surfaces 
are outwardly positioned. The buckles 52, 82 of the straps 
50, 80 may be engaged to secure the cover 10 to the tree 
trunk 8. 

f0030] It is understood that while certain forms of this 
invention have been illustrated and described, it is not 
limited thereto except insofar as such limitations are 
included in the following claims and allowable functional 
equivalents thereof. 

Having thus described the invention, what is claimed as new 
and desired to be secured by Utters Patent is as follows: 
1 A tree stand cover for use with a hunting tree stand of 
the type that is adapted for reieasable attachment to an 
upstanding support, said tree stand cover comprising: 

a center wall component having a top edge and a bottom 
edge with first and second side edges extending ther- 
ebetween; 

a first side wall component having a top edge and a 
bottom edge with first and second side edges extending 
therebetween, said first side edge of said first side wall 
component being fixedly attached to said first side edge 
of said center wall component; 

a second side wall component having a top edge and a 
bottom edge with first and second side edges extending 
therebetween, said first side edge of said second side 
wall component being fixedly attached to said second 
side edge of said center wall component; and 

means for releasably connecting said first and second side 
wall components to an upstanding support to which a 
hunting tree stand is already attached such that said 
center wall component and said first and second side 
wall components surround said tree stand. 

2. The tree stand cover as in claim 1 wherein said 
connecting means comprises: 

a first strap having one end connected to said first side 
wall component and an opposed end; 

a first buckle member connected to said opposed end of 
said first strap; 

a second strap having one end connected to said second 
side wall component and an opposed end; and 



a second buckle member connected to said opposed end 

of said second strap for releasably securing said second 

strap to said first strap. 
3. The tree stand cover as in claim 1 wherein: 
said first and second side wall components are constructed 

of a flexible canvas material; said tree stand cover 

further comprising: 

a first drawstring assembly connected to said first side 
wall component and adapted to selectively collapse 
said first side wall component against said Grst side 
edge of said center wall component; and 

a second drawstring assembly connected to said second 
side wall component and adapted to selectively col- 
lapse said second side wall component against said 
second side edge of said center wall component. 

4 The tree stand cover as in claim 3 wherein said first and 
second side wall components include a respective inner 
laver of neoprenc material. . . 

5 The tree stand cover as in claim 3 further comprising a 
third drawstring assembly having a drawstring extending 
through a seam along said top, bottom, first and second side 
edges of said center wall component, said drawstnng 
adapted to selectively tighten said edges about said tree 
stand in a transport configuration upon a pulling of said 
drawstring. 

6 The tree stand cover as in claim 5 further comprising a 
pair of shoulder straps adapted to be attached to said tree 
stand for transporting said tree stand and said center, nrst, 
and second side wall components upon the shoulders of a 
user in said transport configuration. 

7 The tree stand cover as in claim 1 wherein said center 
wall component is constructed of a double-ply canvas mate- 

nd 8 The tree stand cover as in claim 7 wherein said center 
wall component includes an inner layer of neoprenc mate- 

The tree stand cover as in claim 1 wherein said center 
wall component, said first side wall component, and said 
second side wall component each include respective inner 
and outer planar surfaces, each inner planar surface having 
a blaze orange coloration and each outer planar surface 
having a camouflage coloration. 

10. The tree stand cover as in claim 1 further comprising 
a pocket member fixedly attached to an inner planar surface 
of said center wall component, said pocket having one edge 
adapted to be selectively opened for receiving selected items 
into said pocket member. 

11 A tree stand cover for hiding and transporting a tree 
stand of the type that is releasably attachable to a tree trunk, 
said tree stand cover comprising: 

a first fabric sheet having a top edge and a bottom edge 
with first and second side edges extending therebe- 
tween, said first fabric sheet including an inner surface 
having a blaze orange coloration and an outer surface 
having a camouflage coloration; 
a second fabric sheet having a top edge and a bottom edge 
with first and second side edges extending therebe- 
tween, said first side edge of said second fabric sheet 
being fixedly attached to said first side edge of said first 
fabric sheet, said second fabric sheet including an inner 
surface having a blaze orange coloration and an outer 
surface having a camouflage coloration; 



US 2003/0024559 Al 



4 



Feb. 6,2003 



a third fabric sheet having a top edge and a .botlom^ge 
with first and second side edges extending therebe 
tween, said first side edge of .said thud fabnc : sheet 
being fixedly attached to said seconds.de edge of said 
first fabric sheet, said third fabric sheet including an 
inner surface having a blaze orange coloration and an 
outer surface having a camouflage coloration, and 

means for connecting first, second, and third t^jh^s 
to a tree trunk for hiding a front end and stdes of a tree 
stand, respectively, when said tree stand is attached to 

l^The^U^stnd cover as in claim 11 wherein said 
connecting means comprises: 

a first strap having one end connected to said second 

fabric sheet and an opposed end; 
a first buckle member connected to said opposed end of 

said first strap; 
a second strap having one end connected to said third 

fabric sheet and an opposed end; and 
a second buckle member connected to said opposed end 
of said second strap for releasably securing said second 
strap to said first strap, whereby said straps may be 
extended about said tree tmnk and said first and second 
buckles selectively engaged. . 
13. Tie tree stand cover as in claim 11 wherein said first, 
second, and third fabric sheets arc constructed of a flexible 
canvas material. . . 

14 The tree stand cover as in claim 13 further comprising 
means for moving said second and third fabric sheets 
between an extended configuration and a transport configu- 
ration, said moving means comprising: 
a first drawstring assembly coupled to said second fabric 
sheet and having a first drawstring exteoding along said 
top edge thereof, an operation of said first drawstring 
adapted to move said second side edge of said second 
fabric sheet between an extended configuration dis- 
placed from said first side edge of said first fabnc sheet 
and a transport configuration in which said second side 
edge of said second fabric sheet is adjacent said first 
side edge of said first fabric sheet; and 



a second drawstring assembly coupled to said third fabnc 
*heet and having a second drawstring extending atong 
said top edge thereof, an operation of said second 
drawstring adapted to move said second side edge of 
SKabric sheet between an extended configura- 
Sn displaced from said second side edge of said first 
fabric sheet and a transport configuration in which said 
Scond sWe edge of said third fabric sheet is adjacent 
said second side edge of said first fabric sheet. 
15 The tree stand cover as in claim 14 further comprising 
a L draTstring assembly attached to saic first fabn 
sheet said third drawstring assembly including a ttnrd 
drawstring extending through a seam along said top bottom 
fi^ nd second sid'e edges of said first fabric sheet, said 

second side edges of said first fabric sheet around said tree 
and upon a pulling of said third drawstring by a use. 
whereby said tree stand and said first, second and third 
fabric sheets may be simultaneously transported. 

16. The tree stand cover as in claim 15 further comprising 
a pair of shoulder straps adapted to be a.taehed to said tree 
s, nd for simultaneously .ransporting said tree stand and 
said first second, and third fabric sheets when said second 
Tnd thinl'fabric sheets are in said transport configurator .and 
said first fabric sheet is tightened around said tree stand. 

17 The tree stand cover as in claim 11 wherein said first 
fabric sheet is constructed of a ^^wa rn*^ 
having an inner layer of sponge matenal whereby to absorb 
impact forces. . 

18 The tree stand cover as in claim 11 wherein said firs 
fabric sheet is constructed of a double-ply canvas material 
having an inner layer of neoprene material whereby to 
absorb sounds caused by impact forces. 

19 The tree stand cover as in claim 11 further comprising 
a pocket member fixedly attached to said inner surface of 
said first fabric sheet, said pocket having one edge adapted 
to be selectively opened for receiving selected items into 
said pocket member. 
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ABSTRACT 



A screen housing assembly includes a housing structure, a 
carrying structure, a screening structure, a screen releasing 
assembly, and a releasable securement structure. The hous- 
ing structure can be carried and moved by a user. The 
carrying structure is secured to the bousing structure for 
carrying the housing structure. The screening structure is 
stored internally of the housing structure. The screen releas- 
ing assembly i^ attached to the screening structure to allow 
the user to release a portion of the screening structure from 
internally of the housing structure to externally ol the 
housing structure. The releasable securement structure is 
coupled to the screen releasing assembly to change the 
screen releasing assembly between a screen released posi- 
tion and a screen releasably secured position. The portion of 
the screening structure, which is external of the housing 
structure, can be used to screen off an area. 
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PORTABLE SCREEN ASSEMBLY 
HELD OF THE INVENTION 

rOOOll The present invention relates in general to screen 
Si* Id particular, the present invention relates to 
nortS screen assemblies .hat can be used to screen off an 
area, for example, to facilitate hunting. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] It is known to use hunting blinds that are collapsa- 
ble and that arc capable of being carried and moved. These 
Sntm tZXhowever, are bulky to carry and/or clumsy 
SaU and once installed, they are difficult to disassemb e 
aodC"; moved. Examples of hunting blinds are found in 
U S Pat Nos. 5,609,176 P to Weeks, 5,010,909 to Cleveland, 
4,473,087 to Cavender, and 3,442,275 to Ternes. 

SUMMARY 

f00031 One embodiment of the present invention provides 
SSn fusing assembly. The screen housmg assembly 
Ldudes a housing structure, a carrying £ra*ure, ^screen- 
ing structure, a screen releasmg assembly, and a releasable 
ecurement structure. The housing structure ts capaW of 
be'ng carried and moved by a user. The carrying structure is 
releasably- and fixedly secured to the housing structure for 
me housing structure. The screening structure is 
sfoSernally of the housing structure. The screen releas- 
na assembly is fixedly attached to the screemng structure to 
alfow die vL to release a portion of the screemng structure 
from internally of the housing structure to externally of the 
King structure. The releasable securement structure is 
coS to the screen releasing assembly to change the 
screen releasing assembly between . screen 
tion and a screen releasably secured position. The screen 
eleastag assembly and the releasable securement structure 
are accessible externally of the housing sttucmre. The Po- 
tion of the screening structure, which is external of the 
housing structure, can be used to screen off an area. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

r00041 In the drawings, tike reference numerals represent 
similar parts of the illustrated embodiments of the present 
invention throughout the several views and wherein: 
r00051 FIG. 1 is a perspective view of an embodiment of 
iTeen assembly, where a portion of a screening ~e 
is released from internally of a housing structure to exter 
nally of the housing structure; 

100061 FIG. 2 is a perspective view of a screen rel« asin e 
ZJbly and a housing structure in ac^anoe wift n 
embodiment of the present invention, where the screen 
releasing assembly is moved toward the housing structure 
for installation; 



r0007l FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view of a housing 
SSL " accordance with an ^^J^ 
invention, where a set of screen releasing , assemb y asteners 
is moved toward the housing structure tor installation, 
r00081 FIG. 4 is a perspective view of an embodiment of 
[ a screen assembly, There a screening structure is stored 
internally of a bousing structure; 



T00091 FIG. 5 is similar to FIG. 1, but iUusira.es the 
E2 asSly being used to screen off a leveled area; and 
fOOlOl FIG. 6 is similar to FIG. 1, but ulustrates the 
screen assembly being used to screen off a sloped area. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 
rOOlll FIG. 1 illustrates an embodiment of a screen! bous- 
ne assemblv 100 The screen housing assembly 100 may 
LTa ho'using structure 110, a carrying ««re 115 a 
screening structure 120, a screen releasing assembly 125, 
and a releasable securement structure 130. 
100121 The housing structure 110 is contracted and 

arranged to be carried and moved by a ««*J5 
arrangeo k housing structure 110 (e.g., PVC 

T00131 The careying structure 115 is releasably and fixedly 

heTo^mg structure U0. The carrying structure 115 may 
mcluoe at least one of a handle 116 and a shoulder strap 117. 

[00141 The ^^^S^^JSZ 

Placed aeainst the surface of the center portion 113 of the 
tSti Sure HO with the set of fastener receiving 
oplings 118 in alignment, and a set of fastener, .W (e.g., 
Laded bolts) are inserted through the o W^J* 
of comolimentarv threaded structures (e.g., threaded nuts) 
threaded onto the ends of the set of 
the housing structure 110 to secure the^ handle Wi^ug 
the pvterior of the housuig structure 110. Alternatively, me 
£,df U6 ma X extenfaUy molded or welded integral y 
with the housing structure 110. Also, the handle 116 may 
include a wooden handle. 

T00151 A shoulder strap assembly may include the shoul- 
Kap 117 and a set of shoulder strap securement struc- 
Jires 101. The shoulder strap 117 may be adjusted, for 
example, based on a preference of the user. The housing 
suTcture 110 has a set of fastener receiving openings 128 
formed therethrough. To mount the set of shoulder strap 
^tS stractu^s 101 to the housing structure , 11 e 
set of shoulder strap securement ^tructures 101 s placed 
against the surface of the forward end P°?>° n "\ ™ d 
rearward end portion 112 of the housmg s ructure 110 with 
of faste'ner receiving openings 128 » and 
a set of fasteners 129 (e.g., threaded bolls) are marled 
through the openings. Then, a set of ™^£>*™*£ 
structures (e.g., threaded nuts) are threaded onto he ends ot 
he Z of fasteners 129 inside the bousing structure U0 to 
secure the shoulder strap securement structure 101 against 
Exterior of the housing structure 
shoulder strap securement structure 101 may be exrerna'iy 
molded or welded integrally with the housing f™™' ™ f 
The shoulder strap 117 may then be coupled to *e set of 
shoulder strap securement structures 101 to be releasably 
and fixedly secured to the housing structure 110. 
[0016] The screen releasing assembly 125 and the releas- 
able securement structure 130 are accessible externally of 



Jun. 26, 2003 

US 2003/0116183 Al 



the housing structure 110. Moreover, the screen releasing 
assembly 125 may be accessible externally from at least one 
of the forward end portion 111 and the rearward end portion 
112 of the housing structure 110. The screen releasing 
assembly 125 is fixedly attached to the screening structure 
120 (see FIG. 2) to allow the user to release a portion ot the 
screening structure 120 from internally of the housing 
structure 110 to externally of the housing structure 110. The 
releasable securement structure 130, such as, for example a 
cord and hook, is coupled to the screen releasing assembly 
125 to change the screen releasing assembly 125 between a 
screen released position and a screen releasably secured 
position. The portion of the screening structure 110, being 
external of the housing structure 110, can be used to screen 
off an area (sec FIGS. 5-6), such as, for example tor 
facilitating hunting. The area screened off may include at 
least one of a level area (see FIG. 5) and a sloped area such 
as, for example, a hillside area (see FIG. 6). Also the area 
screened off may be of sufficient size to allow the user to 
move and remain unnoliceable. 

[0017] The screening structure 120 may include (i) a 
forward end portion 121, (ii) a center portion 122 and (in) 
a rearward end portion 123. A fastener assembly 135 may 
then be fixedly attached to at least one of (i) the forward end 
portion 121, (ii) the center portion 122, and (iii) the rearward 
end portion 123 of the screening structure 120. The fastener 
assembly 135 is fixedly attached to the screening structure 
120 to releasably secure the screening structure 120 to an 
object, such as, for example, a tree, bushes and/or a fence^ 
The fastener assembly 135, for example, may be made of 
raw hide and/or nylon. Also, the screening structure 120 may 
include a shaft 124 (e.g., steel rod) that may be used for 
example, in place of a tree (or equivalent) to screen off the 
area If a tree (or equivalent) is unavailable to screen off the 
area, then, for example, a fence (or equivalent) may be used 
instead, where the shaft 124 can provide support for the 
screen housing assembly 100 to be used to screen off the 
area. The screening structure 120 may be constructed and 
arranged to blend in with the surroundings of the area 
screened off. For example, the screening structure 120 may 
be made of a camouflaged material. 

[0018] FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the screen releasing 
assembly 125 and the housing structure 110 in accordance 
with an embodiment of the present invention. The screening 
structure 120 is fixedly attached (e.g., tightly sewn) to the 
screen releasing assembly 125, which may include a crank 
126 which can be rotated by hand, and/or a crank shaft 127, 
which is coupled to the crank 126. A wooden handle may be 
used for turning the crank 126. The screen releasing assem- 
bly 125 may include a forward end portion 141 and a 
rearward end portion 142. 

[0019] The housing structure 110 may include a receiving 
opening 102 formed therethrough to mount the screen 
releasing assembly 125 to the housing structure 110. HG. 2 
illustrates the screen releasing assembly 125 being moved 
toward the housing structure 110 to be inserted through the 
receiving opening 102 and to be mounted to the housing 
structure 110. 

[0020] FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view of the housing 
structure 110 in accordance with an embodiment of the 
present invention, and illustrates the screening structure 120 
stored internally of the housing structure 110. A set of 



positioning supports 103, having positioning receiving 
openings 104, is moved towaal the housing structure 110 for 
installation. To mount the set of positioning supports 103 to 
the housing structure 110, the set of positioning receiving 
openings 104 is aligned with and moved toward the lorward 
IZ portion 141 and the rearward end portion 142, respec- 
tively, of the screen releasing assembly 125, for example, to 
affix the set of positioning supports 103 to a set of compli- 
mentary structures (not shown) inside the housing structure 
110. 

[00211 A set of positioning fasteners 143, having fastener 
receiving openings 144, is moved toward the set of posi- 
tioning Lpports 103 for installation. To couple the set of 
positioning fasteners 143 to the set of positioning supports 
103, the set of positioning receiving fasteners 143 is aligned 
with and moved toward the forward end portion 141 and the 
rearward end portion 142, respectively, of the screen releas- 
ing assembly 125, for example, to be coupled (e.g., 
threaded) onto a set of complimentary structures not 
shown) of the screen releasing assembly 125. The set uL 
positioning supports 103 and the set of positioning fasteners 
143 mav be constructed and arranged for rotatably securing 
the screen releasing assembly 125 to the housing structure 
110. 

[0022] FIG. 4 is a perspective view of an embodiment of 
a screen assembly, where a screening structure is stored 
internally of a housing structure. The housing structure 100 
may be constructed and arranged to protect and/or preserve 
the screening structure 120 (not shown). The housing struc- 
ture 110 may retain a scent to be applied to the screening 
structure 120 by the screening structure 120 being stored 
internally (e.g., entirely internally) of the housing .structure 
110. The scent may be applied to the screening structure 120, 
for example, to cover the scent emanating from the user 
(e g., body odor). The scent may be neutral or of a type 
appealing to the observed and/or hunted. The housing struc- 
ture 110 may also be sealed (e.g., air tight) to extend the 
duration of the scent to be applied to the screening structure 
120. 

[0023] Another embodiment of a screen assembly may 
include a screening structure 120, a fastener assembly 135, 
a screen releasing assembly 125, a releasable securement 
structure 130, and a carrying assembly 115 (such as, tor 
example, illustrated in FIGS. 1-2). The screening structure 
120 may be used for screening off an area. The fastener 
assembly 135 may be attached to the screening structure 120 
to releasably secure the screening structure 120 to an object 
for screening off the area. The screen releasing assembly 125 
may be fixedly attached to the screening structure 120 to 
releasably store the screening structure 120. The screen 
releasing assembly 125 may include a crank, which can be 
rotated by hand, and/or a crank shaft, which may be coupled 
to the crank. The releasable securement structure 130 is 
coupled to the screen releasing assembly 125 to change the 
screen releasing assembly 125 between a screen released 
position and a screen releasably secured position. Hie car- 
rying assembly 115 may be coupled to the screen releasing 
assembly 125 for carrying and moving the screening struc- 
ture 120, which can be used to facilitate hunting. 

[0024] An embodiment of a method for screening off an 
area is provided, for example, by using a screen assembly 
(such as, for example, illustrated in FIGS. 1-4) that is 



Jun. 26, 2003 

US 2003/0116183 Al 



caoable of being carried and moved by a user The method 
ra T p ov de for carrying and moving a bousing structure 
UO^by using a carrying structure US, wh.ch ,s releasably 
od fixedly Lured to the housing structure 110. Abo, the 
method may provide for storing a screening structure 120 
5 mte'llly of the housing structure "0 to carry and 
move 'the screening structure 120. The method may be 
performed by a right-banded or a left-handed user, for 
example, with ease. 

r0025l The method releases a portion of the screening 
structure 120 from internally of the housing structure 110 to 
externally of the housing structure 110 by usmg a screen 
releasing assembly 125. The screen releasing assembly 125 
may be fixedly attached to the screening structure 120. 
r00261 The method positions a releasable securement 
structure 130 in a screen releasably secured position from a 
screen released position. Tbe releasable securement struc- 
ture 130 may be coupled to the screen releasing assembly 
125 The screen releasably secured position allows the user 
to releasably secure the position of the screen releasing 
assembly 125, whereas the screen released position allows 
the user to release the position of the screen releasing 
assembly 125. The housing structure 110, moreover, may be 
constructed and arranged to be made of a soft covered 
material such that tbe user can grip and squeeze the housing 
structure 110 to, in effect, releasably secure the position of 
the screen releasing assembly. 

r0027] The method fastens a fastener assembly 135 to an 
object to screen off an area, 'lhe fastener assembly 135 may 
be attached to the screening structure 120. The fastener 
assembly 135 fastened to the object may be adjusted I and/or 
readjusted by the user to screen off a level area (see FIG. 5) 
and/or a sloped area (see FIG. 6). The fastener assembly 135 
may include a plurality of fasteners, all of which may be 
independently adjusted and/or readjusted. 
r00281 The method then screens off the area by using the 
portion of the screening structure 120 released external of 
the housing structure 110, and that is releasably secured in 
position, for example, by the releasable securement structure 
130 The method may adjust any slack from the portion of 
the screening structure 120, used in screening off the area, 
for example, by using the releasable securement structure 
130. Also, the method may adjust the height of the portion 
of the screening structure 120, used in screening off the area, 
with respect to the ground by bending at least a part of the 
portion of the screening structure 120 over upon itself. The 
screening structure 120 may be constructed and arranged to 
be 36 inches in height, with respect to the ground. 
[00291 The method, also, may release the f^ te i [ ' er i ^sej n - 
My 135 from the object to allow the screen assembly 100. tor 
example, to be moved to screen off another area As dis- 
cussed above, the fastener assembly 135 may include (i) a 
forward end portion 121, (ii) a center portion 122, and (iu) 
a rearward end portion 123 of fasteners (see FIG. 1). me 
method, thus, may initially release the forward end portion 
121 and lhe rearward end portion 123 of the ftslener 
assembly 135, and not release the center portion 122 ot the 
fastener assembly 135 fastened to the object, for example, to 
reduce the amount of contact of the screening structure 120 
with the ground (having dirt, leaves and/or tree branches 
thereon). 

r00301 The method may then position the releasable 
securement structure 130 in the screen released position 



from the screen releasably secured position. As such 'he 
method may store the portion of the screenmg s ruclure 120 
frl externally of the housing *^™«£%££ 
the housing structure 110 by using the screen releasing 
assembly 125. The carrying structure 115 such .as, for 
£££ the shoulder strap 117 may be adjusted and used to 
facilitate carrying and moving the housing structure 110 to 
s ore the screening structure 120. The method may, at ast 
release the fastener attached to the center portion 122 of the 
screening structure 120. 

r00311 The method may then position the releasable 
ecurement structure 130 in the screen releasably secured 
tuition from the screen released position. Finally, the 
mX may fasten the fastener assembly 135 to the housing 
Tlructure 110. The screen assembly may then be earned and 
moved to screen off another area. 

T00321 Thus, the described embodiments of a screen 
assembly are collapsible, durable, and capable of being 
carried and moved. These embodiments, moreover, provide 
for a screen assembly that is easy and/or conveme.it (e.g., 
efficient and light weight) to carry, and/or to install, and once 
installed, it is quickly disassembled and moved. 
[0033] The foregoing presentation of the . described 
embodiments is provided to enable any person sk.lled , , the 
art to make or use the present invention. Various modtfica- 
Sm to these embodiments arc possible, and the genenc 
principles presented herein may be applied to other embodi- 
ments as well. As such, the present invention is not in ended 
to be limited to the embodiments shown above, and/or any 
particular configuration of structure but rather is to be 
accorded the widest scope consistent with the princ.ples and 
novel features disclosed in any fashion herein. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A screen housing assembly comprising: 

a housing structure constructed and arranged to be 

capable of being carried and moved by a user; 
a carrying structure constructed and arranged to be releas- 
ably and fixedly secured to the housing structure tor 
carrying the housing structure; 
a screening structure constructed and arranged to be 

stored internally of the housing structure; 
a screen releasing assembly fixedly attached to the screen- 
ing structure to allow the user to release a portion ot the 
screening structure from internally of the housing struc- 
ture to externally of the housing structure; and 
a releasable securement structure coupled to tbe screen 
releasing assembly to change the screen releasing 
assembly between a screen released position and a 
screen releasably secured position, 
wherein the screen releasing assembly and the releasable 
securement structure are accessible externally of the 
housing structure, and 
wherein the portion of the screening structure, being 
external of the housing structure, can be used to screen 
off an area. . 
2. The screen housing, assembly of claim 1, wherein the 
screening structure is constructed and arranged to be used to 
facilitate hunting. 
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3. The screen housing assembly of claim 1, further 
comprising 

a fastener assembly fixedly attached to the screening 
structure to releasably secure the screening structure to 
an object. 

4. The screen housing assembly of claim 3, 
wherein the screening structure includes (0 a center 

portion, (ii) a forward end portion, and (m) a rearward 
end portion, and 
wherein the fastener assembly is fixedly attached to at 
least one of (i) the center portion, (11) the forward end 
portion, and (iii) the rearward end portion of the 
screening structure. . 

5 The screen housing assembly of claim 1, wherein the 
screen releasing assembly includes a crank, which can be 
rotated by hand. 

6 The screen housing assembly of claim >, wherein the 
screen releasing assembly includes a crank shaft, which is 
constructed and arranged to be coupled to the crank. 

7. The screen housing assembly of claim 1, 
wherein the housing structure includes a forward end 

portion and a rearward end portion, and 
wherein the screen releasing assembly is accessible from 

at least one of the forward end portion and the rearward 

end portion of the housing structure. 

8 The screen housing assembly of claim I, wherein the 
carrying structure includes at least one of a handle and a 
shoulder strap. . . , 

9 The screen housing assembly of claim 1, wherein the 
housing structure is configured cylindrical in shape. 

10. The screen housing assembly of claim 1, wherein the 
housing structure is soft covered. 

11 The screen housing assembly of claim 1, wherein the 
screening structure is constructed and arranged to be stored 
entirely internally of the housing structure. 

12. The screen housing assembly of claim 11, 
wherein the screening structure is constructed and 

arranged to be applied with a scent, and 
wherein the housing structure is constructed and arranged 
to retain the scent applied to the screening structure 
when the screening structure is stored internally of the 
housing structure. 

13. The screen housing assembly of claim 1, wherein trie 
area screened includes a level area. 

14. The screen housing assembly of claim 1, wherein the 
area screened includes a sloped area. 

15. A screen assembly comprising: 

a screening structure constructed and arranged to be used 
for screening off an area; 

a fastener assembly attached to the screening structure to 
releasably secure the screening structure to an object 
for screening off the area; 

a screen releasing assembly fixedly attached to the screen- 
ing structure to releasably store the screening structure; 

a releasable securemenl structure coupled to the screen 
releasing assembly to change the screen releasing 
assembly between a screen released position and a 
screen releasably secured position; and 



a carrying assembly coupled to the screen releasing 
assembly for carrying and moving the screening strue- 
ture. 

16 The screen assembly of claim 15, wherein the screen- 
ing structure is constructed and arranged to be used to 
facilitate hunting. 

17. The screen assembly of claim 15, 
wherein the screening structure includes (i) a center 
portion, (if) a forward end portion, and (ui) a rearward 
end portion, and 
wherein the fastener assembly is attached to at lei* one 
of (i) the center portion, (ii) the forward end portion 
and (iii) the rearward end portion of the screening 
structure. 

18 The screen assembly of claim 15, wherein the screen 

hand. . ._ 

19. The screen assembly of claim 18, wherein the screen 
releasing assembly includes a crank shaft, which ^con- 
structed and arranged to be coupled to the crank. 

20. Thescreen assembly of claim ^.wtarcin thcc^H« 
assembly includes at least one of a handle and a shoulder 
strap. 

21. A method for screening off an area comprising: 
releasing a portion of a screening structure from internally 

of a housing stn.cture to externally of the housing 
structure by using a screen releasing assembly, the 
screen releasing assembly being constructed and 
arranged to be fixedly attached to the screening struc- 
ture; 

positioning a releasable securement structure in a screen 
releasably secured position from a screen released 
position, the releasable securement structure being con- 
structed and arranged to be coupled to the screen 
releasing assembly; 

fastening a fastener assembly to an object to screen off an 
area, the fastener assembly being constructed and 
arranged to be attached to the screening structure; and 

screening off the area by using the portion of the screening 
structure released external of the housing structure, 

wherein the housing structure is constructed and arranged 

to be capable of being carried and moved by a user. 
22. The method of claim 21, further comprising 

carrying and moving the housing structure by using a 
carrying structure, the carrying structure being con- 
structed and arranged to be releasably and fixedly 
secured to the housing structure. 

23 The method of claim 22, wherein the carrying struc- 
ture includes at least one of a handle and a shoulder strap. 

24 The method of claim 21, wherein the screening 
structure is constructed and arranged to blend m with the 
surrounding of the area screened off, which can be used to 
facilitate hunting by allowing the user to move therein and 
remain unnoticeable to the surroundings thereot. 

25 The method of claim 21, wherein the fastener assem- 
bly is further constructed and arranged to releasably secure 
the screening structure to the housing structure. 
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26. The method of claim 21, 

wherein the screening structure includes (i) a center 
portion, (ii) a forward end portion, and (iii) a rearward 
end portion, and 

wherein the fastener assembly is fixedly attached to at 
least one of (i) the center portion, (ii) the forward end 
portion, and (iii) the rearward end portion ot the 
screening structure. 

27 The method of claim 21, wherein the screen releasing 
assembly includes a crank, which can be rotated by hand. 

28 The method of claim 27, wherein the screen releasing 
assembly includes a crank shaft, which is constructed and 
arranged to be coupled to the crank. 

29. ITie method of claim 21, 

wherein the housing structure includes a forward end 
portion and a rearward end portion, and 

wherein the screen releasing assembly is accessible from 
at least one of the forward end portion and the rearward 
end portion of the housing structure. 



30. The method of claim 21, further comprising 
storing the screening structure entirely internally of the 

housing structure to carry and move the screening 
structure. 

31. The method of claim 30, 

wherein the screening structure is constructed and 
arranged to lie applied with a scent, and 

wherein the housing structure is constructed and arranged 
to retain the scent applied to the screening structure 
when the screening structure is stored internally of the 
housing structure. 

32. The method of claim 21, wherein the area screened oil 
includes a level area. 

33. The method of claim 21, wherein the area screened ott 
includes a sloped area. . 

34. The method of claim 21, further comprising 
adjusting the height of the portion of the screening 

structure, used in screening off the area, with respect to 
the ground by bending the portion of the screening 
structure over upon itself. 
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[57] ABSTRACT 
A portable duck blind camp cot and back pack con- 
sists of a plurality of telescoping frame sections each 
having support legs to support the cot or duck blind 
from the ground. With the frame sections telescoped 
together a pair of shoulder straps on an end section 
permit the device to be used as a back pack. A folding 
cover also formed of telescopic sections is adapted to 
overlay the cot to form a duck blind to completely 
hide the hunter and yet be quickly and easily removed 
when the hunter raises himself to a shooting position. 
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1 perpendicularly therefrom. An inverted concaved foot 

PORTABLE DUCK BLINDCAMPCOT AND BACK Z^^SX^^*^ 

: . PAeK . ,; ; ' uating/the ground, A pair of spaced parallel tubular 

BACKPROUND.0F THE INVENTION ; 5 rods 19 extend ^&*^££JZ^ 
, FIELD OF THE INVENTION ' , , s / —J." ^^ia b^ck pack. 

The present invent*^, relates .. to .field., Apparatus v ^ onA generally U-shapedjeg 20 is secured to U>e 

sar ***** * am » 

The instant invention included a plurality of frame A ir of spaced parallel tubular "J"™"^^ 
sections which are telescoped together each having legs ^ are teiescopically mounted in the frame members 
SSJSh- section the ground. When , , ^ 14 respect ^ ely and are connect* togetite. r at the.r 
fully extended the frame sections support a canvas to QUter ends by a U-shaped leg member 20 having an 
serve as a bed or a support for the, hunter using the inverted ^aved foot member 21 on its lower end_ 
dJvice as a duck blind. In collapsed position the frame The frame memb ers 13, 14each have a latch slot 24 
tan be tupped from theshoulders of ^avback pack by formed on th? ipv^, portion tiW 
^Sf^^»houlder stra^-A tele*^«^;?0 shaped 1^ 20. A spring hitch 25 * "^"J"* 
Xe cover is provided for the device for use as a frame mem ber 22 by a rivet : 26 ?nd projects through a 
dSCtad and cTbe quickly and easily swung out of slot i 7 in tiie frame member 22 in order to engage n 
Son when the hunter dJires to raise to shooting ^ m 2 4 of me frame.member 13 as car , be seen , in 
!™ FIGS. 6 and 8. A plurality of successively smaller tubu- 

P Ternary object of the invention is to provide a 25 |ar fraine me mbers 22a, 22fc and 22c are telescopicaUy 
combined Tduck bl nd camp cot and back pack which is, iti oned within each of the next larger frame me^ 
2pt..o.-^^**«f^. ^^^^^^^ 
'"enherobjects and advantages will' become app'arent tende d position as it is opened. The smallest frame 
mSling specification when ordered in light 30 member 22. ^ jffl.^^ SSj— 
of the attached drawings. be^* by g means* a The frame mem . 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS bef 1V) ^ connected to the frame member 236 by 

Pir. 1 is a too olan view of the invention; means of a leg 20 and the frame member 22a is con- 

F G 1 a W^elevation of the invention; 35 nec ted to the frame member 23* by a leg member 20 

EE 3 is an end elevation of the invention; all as can be clearly seen in FIG 1 and 2. A canvas 

3 E? a"en arged fragmentary vertical sectional Serebetween with the cot in its extended posmon to 
view taken on the £ 5-f of FIG. 3, looking in the 40 serve as a support for the user when in a reclining posi- 
direction of the arrows with the sections partially tele- tion . ^ ^ ^ 

^enlarged fragmentary view similar to ^^^£™^^£t 

taken on the line 10-10 of FIG. 9, looking ,n the direc- -^portion 32^ P-^nvert^ ^ ^ ^ 

tion of the arrows. ,, e , relation . A pair of spaced parallel frame 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 55 members 34 are telescopically received in the frame 

EMBODIMENT members 31 and are connected by an inverted U- 

Referring now to the drawings in detail wherein like j^^^ 3 **^ receWedTlSe 
reference characters indicate like parts hroughout the frame members 34a are e P y v . shaped 
several figures, the reference numeral 10 indicates frame ^«nbers 34 an d are co nn y ^ 

glneSly a portable duck blind camp cot and back 60 jf^^T&J in the frame 

Pack device constructed in accordance with the inven- members 346 aret ^ p^j^ ^ ^ ^ 

^device lOinclud^ £^b^^^^ 

ally at 1 1 and a cover portion indicated general* * J2. frame member 34c „ a „ inv , rted 

S£SSS=:^»^5S52 =STA 31. 34 34fc and 34c .,,» 
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3 o M frmP * raises to a firing position along side of the cot portion 

" each having a spring snap clamp 38 inwardly formed njaes to a . g p , 

thereon in depending relation thereto to encompa* ' « ' when using the cot portion 1 1 for «>W J£"££ 

rovermem b erUcan b e q uic k , y thro W no ff asdes,red Havh^ 

*A^vT» is supported on the cover supports 33 35, MSSSl^ 

35a 356 and 35c to form an enclosure within which the to with out departing from the sp.nt of the 

user lies while sleeping or waiting for ducks. An inflat- 10 tion . 

able pillow 40 is supported on the frame members 13, What is claimed is: ■ com . 

M JK canvas 29 being secured thereto by straps . A combing duck Wmd, cot an I bac 

it. The pillow 40 has a relatively long inHatmj J tube 42 pnsing a £ng £^ JJ^ a H 

extending outwardly therefrom to permit the pillow 41) having « ie k _up b connecting each of 

the cover portion 12 while on the cot II. • support secured to said frame 

In the use and operation of the invenuon the cot eac supporting an occupant, spring urged latch 

portion 11 is extended and latched from its back pack mx*~*« on 8 said frame .locking 

condition as illustrated in FIG. 4 to the extended comh- ^ in ext nded 

tion as illustrated in FIG. 2. The coverportion 12 b member to cover ^ e „tire cot detectebly . secured no 

then extended and the spring clamps 38 are snapped ^ device with ^ CO ver 

onto the frame members 1 3, 23, 230 and 23c of the cot w to ^ ,o ng itudinal axis rf Jf *3^5S 

,he pillow 4. to wta«.e- p«« ..W-* *J» "'^^,'KLping mi, odapKo » re 
cover portion 12 open quickly on its hinges 37 and 
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[57] ABSTRACT 
A back pack with shoulder straps has a flap along one 
rear side edge thereof and a pair of leaves are hingedly 
connected by a zip to said flap; the leaves form an enve- 
lope which opens out at right angle to the zip when the 
leaves are arranged in a packing position, enabling 
clothes to be received neatly into said envelope where- 
upon the leaves are wrapped around one another ana 
the pack in a stouted position and secured; the envelope 
is detachable from the pack and has a handle to permit 
use as a release. 

13 Claims, 7 Drawing Figures 
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once packing has begun unless tneproce^ a removable satchel. to 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 15 Variou8 embodiments of *e mventton now be 

This invention provides a traveller's pack comprising described by our example with reference 

This inven "°" J" . ^ m . a rear f aC e for contacting i ngs in which 
^SS^SKs^^^ BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Sab^eS^^"^ » ^'^.p«np«^vkwof^of4.I-*I-* 

flrst leaf connected lo one of seed odes, n second teal i ^ ^^.ve view of a backpack wnb 

coveted » tbe »""ally oppoate ante -bo* ofaari ^ ^ „rf 

i^w^^ DETAILED ^KTIONOPTHE 

S^u^ufthat position to the backpack INVENTION 

This invention further provides a traveller s pack . FIG. 1 the pack comprises a bag 

comprising a backpack having a face for ^"^ n f* e „ 2 cotton duck fabric. The rear face of the bag 

wearer's back and shoulder straps secured to said face, « 2 maoe oi ^«"" ^ rf ^ t side 6 of the bag 

mav be two leaves connected to the leu ana engaging complementary P rc ^? tu . \ , . - ^ : 
JSd" StotfS panel respectively, both of which J hand side 0 f the ^^h^ea^s 
are reEsably securable to their respective opposite u m envelope with a ^^ 0 re ^ ,nm P 

ST2KrfTS55 T£ other face being J^j} ^attached along the central minor a»s 
hv rw^f^WwhTch arec osable and securable to „ to form a bifurcated structure capable of 

l^^^^^^^^^^^ 1 ^ wSlg " two layers over the surface of the bag 2. 
SeXc^^^^^ Pre^s^s 24 on the envelope 20' engage complemen- 

nack and I may be foldable along an axis perpendicular to 60 * ^ hidden side 0 f the bag. 

bZXv of the conjoined flaps and there may be a ^ ■ ^ to piG. 6, in use the pack is laid oil 
Z£SE£ - t£ disconnecuble face of the enve- JE the ,eaves extended The bag 10 he 

tew whichpermits the envelope to be carried as a va- ««8™ ^ envelo ^ 20 are filled and then the 

£SS^^b^»««^'^ rt 5? 65 SStafif 18 is wrapped around the bag andat- 
end edge and a ring for suspending the envelope verti- 65 teRhaaa g ^ after whic h the right hand 

caUy af a clothes-tidy when the envelope is discon- ^ched to tt y P ^ bag an(J secured to 

nected from the pack. J^^^JS^S^ ^ left hand leaf by press-studs 32. 
to the pack by a zip of which one half of the stringers 
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^ now to FIGS^ and ^B"- 

rear face 36 of the backpack and titore ^ flaps «lj ^ t0 Mid straight sid e of the pa* 

hind which the straps 4 may be neatly stowed, hook «ojg of the leaf being arrangeable in both 

and pile strips 40 close the flaps 38. fSSng position in which they lie extended for sup- 

J^-t ^fr^spackasclahnedinclaimlwhereinthe 
~ ° f a 1? SSrJSl £ ES two LrSSl one face of an envelop^ 

SSrrfastened by a longitudinally disposed zip 26 ^J^^^^i^to 
■liSSrt Slough to accomodate a jacket J££ES£2*» from the pack and is foible 
« n^fhown) which are arranged on a ^ ^ d minor axis and there is a carrying handle on 

SoXs 1 2S?£T£ ^ondSo- within the e nvelope 20 SSLdope which permits the latter to be earned as a 

^ ^AlS^Slld ll^X" Va f A traveller's pack as claimed in claim 3 wherein 

said pacS a JfU a rear 
wh^&e envelope is detached from the bag. A further rear ^ amg ^ straight side and a front flap extend 
Snot shown)^rves to suspend a coat hanger inside 25 m from ^ front face along said ^"J?^ 
to envelope. The opposite end of the envelope is pro- envek) ^ a face which « 
Sded with P ress.studT62 and straps 64. minor axis to the pack by a zip of 

The front face 66 of the envelope carries a lower ^ ject from said rear flap and the «ni*nmg 

satchel 68 secured by a U-shaped zip fastener 70. The ^ J f the P stringer s project from said one envelope fece 
upper satchel 72 is likewise secured and has a shoulder 30 h fr fl has a spare set of stringers as pro- 

25 St shown) tucked into the U-shaped cavity jecting therefro m, said front and rear flaps being ot such 
There is a carrying handle 74 on the central minor axis J » ^ a ^g of th e stringers on the flaps 
tf*e enveloped buckles 76 are located at the strff- the P enV elope is disconnected rom the pack 

ened end thereof. , „ £ A traveller's pack claimed in claim 2 wherein the 

In the construction shown in FIG. 7 the envelope 20 35 ^ has „ en d edge and a stiffening member at 
is made of two rectangular superimposed sheete of fab- d connected to said member for 

rlc sewn together and provided with a zip 26 along JJJ^ the enve i op e vertically as a clothes tidy 
three sides thereof. when the envelope is disconnected from the pact 

The manner of use is as follows: 6. A traveller's pack as claimed in claim 2 wherein the 

The pack is firstly divisible into two halves by unfas- 40 rf ^ leaf whichis m the stowed position bes outer- 
teningthezip52andengagmg theun^apstnngerof raosti supp orts a removable satchel, 
fastener 52 with the spare stringer 54 on flap 56. The ^ traveller's pack as claimed in claim 1 wherein the 

flap 44 is secured to the side of the pack by the press- Q halyes of ^ leaf form one face of an envelope, the 
studs thereon. The backpack may be fdled and worn ^ formed by a superimposed sheet of 

s^arately.TheenvelopemaybefiUedwithclothesand 45 °*^ c ^h is connected edge to edge with the leaves 

the buckles 76 engaged by the straps 64 to permit the b a re ieasable fastener. 

envelope to be carried by the handle 74 as a valise, as g ^ traveller's pack comprising a backpack having a 

shown in FIG. 5. . . wmflV f aC e for contacting the wearer's back and shoulder 

Secondly, the zipping operation described above may ^ f ^ pack havmg a pair of 
be reversed and then the pack and envelope maybe 50 sjxapss a substa ntially rectangular en- 
joined together by closing the zip fastener 52 whereaf- ™> J^cted to one of said sides along an off-cen- 
ter one leaf of the envelope is wrapped compactly £ thereof sM envelope being arrangeable 
around the pack and secured by «8W»"t »™ in a packing position in which a first portion of said 
press-studs 62 and 46. The remaining leaf huiges around n B 0 P esideof said axis and a second portionof 
fhe same axis as the first leaf and is sup^poMd and 55 Qn the other side 0 f said axis lie extended, 
held by the straps 4* passing through buckles 76 as ^ TZled position in which said portions are 
shown in FIG. 4. wrapped around the backpack and each other. 

The advantages of the first embodiment are sunphcity wr , P A e T raveller . s pack as claimed in claim 8 wherein 
of construction coupled with accessibility of the space * ^ ^ ^ ^ of said backpack inc i u des an ex- 
afforded by the pack, tendme flap to which is sewn half the stringers of a zro 

The advantages of the second embodiment; ar * vena- "apro fe ^ tQ ^ ff . 

titity arising from the capability of varying |tta" volume JS^m^axis of said envelope, said envelope bemg 

of carrying space at ones disposal, the diyunon mto a - d backpa ck by means of said stringers, 

valise £u backpack and the portability of clothes in a connected^ J^WJ^ in claim 9 wherein 
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pairing of their respective stringers when the envelope 

one face fonned by atof andan 
SJSte faL formed by two Haps winch are closable 
and securable. 



12 A traveller's pack as claimed in claim 8 wherein 
said envelope includes a carrying handle. 

13 A traveller's pack as claimed in claim 8 wherein 
the entS bas a! end edge a member at 
said edge, and a ring connected to said member. 
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ABSTRACT 



A combination hunting, backpacking and camping ac- 
cessory that can be used as a hunter's climbing seat, a 
blind support, a backpack or a portable shelf for camp 
sites is formed from a pair of interconnected frame 
components each having first and second sections, a 
cross brace attached to the first sections and a support 
member releasably secured to the second sections. A 
cable or other flexible member is fixed at one end to the 
cross brace, has a series of stops attached to it along its 
length and is received in an open notch in the cross 
brace. When used as a climbing seat the cable is 
wrapped around a tree with the first sections extending 
downwardly, but when used as a backpack the acces- 
sory is reversed and the cable wrapped around the 
wearer's waist When used as a shelf or a blind support 
the support member may be removed and replaced with 
extensions slipped over the second sections. 

10 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets 
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1 the second sections may be ui^ened. allo^g 

ACCESSORY sections to serve as a support for boards, branches or 

BAOCOROU^OH^INVBKnON , ^^^^^^ 

For example, see Bow & Arrow magaane s Bowhun- by Amoving the support member, placing exten- 

SsAimiNoai,1986^p.97-99,whe«mav^ ^J^te length over the second sections posi- 
of tree stands are illustrated. Some, such ^thatidenti- «o Qn a ttee at Ae desired heigh .and 

fied on p. 98 as the JVA-ASTRO, can be used as a camouflage netting or other material over 

s^ed»climbingseat",inthatthej r arein ended tobe ^"^ToK this regard a second device with the 
Sedto conjunction with a tree stand to climb to a de- ^^^ attache S can be used as a seat within 
sired height along a tree ttunk. 15 theblind. ^ v ■ 

A similar device is described in US. J^N* ^e fu^ sections diverge outwardly away from each 
4,600,081, where a seat is shown that c-l^wim in e nro opposite ends, and 

connection with other tree platforms. Although not f*"^ ™^™^™ outwardly away from each 
oisclosec 1 specificaUy s« a ^jgJXS ^ond ^diverge^^ ^ 

device shown m U.S. Pa ^ No ^ 991 ;*™ us Pat No 20 contraction a wide variety of tree trunk diameters can 
2?£ ^Scribes r^old^rim^V for o^o^Jated and the distal ends of the first sec- 

SL^t^VbeatJl^toautiU^ ^ft^:^*^ 
pole by a chain. second sections even though the securing chps are 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 25 somewhat loosened. 

In accordance with the present invention a light- When climbing a tree using the device of the present 
we^ hun^cSing seat is provided which is of mve ntion the climber grasps the first ^ ons ^^ 
stoote but^fficient design, and which can be used, not ate ±e cro ss brace and the support member to support 
a cnmtog seat, but also as a backpack, a camp ^weight and that of metre* stand attached to h^ feet 
Sand a frame for a hunter's blind. 30 ashe, for example, draws the stand upwardly, and_ mthe 

Thus, the combination climbing seat, backpack, camp preferre d embodiment of the invention hand grips ot 
shelf and blindsupport of the present invention includes bb lastic or ^ other suitable material, are re- 
fpafr of primar? frame components having first and cdwed 'i t he first sections to facilitate this manuever. 
second sections and a cross brace interconnecting the while any suitable flexible member may be used for 
components to provide a basic framework, a cable or 35 ^^^edevice to a tree or wearer, a mgh strength 
other flexible member for securing the framework to ^ ^ been found to function satisfactorily, 
members of varying girths, and a support member at- Ath ene end of the cable attached to, for example, one 
tached to the framework. , . outer end of the cross brace. An angularly ^ disposed, 

The primary frame components may conveniently be . notch formed m ^ other outer end of the cross 
constructed from round metal bar stock bent intermedi- 40 ^ receives the other end of the cable and a plurality 
ate its ends to form the first and second sections. The auminwi slip rings are crimped to the cable to form 
cross brace may be formed from a strip of flat metal spa ced stops. 

stock and welded to the first sections of the compo- T k U8t itwul be seen from the above and the following 
nents, with outer ends of the cross brace having the desc ription that the present invention provides 

cable fixed to one of them and adjustably attached to 45 ™ ■ . also function as a backpack, and 

the other. The support member spans the second sec- modifications, a camp shelf and a Trame for 

tions and is releasably secured to them to form a seat or ^ hwte f s b jjnd, in a lightweight, simple and efficient 

^wten^ as a climbing seat the first sections are construction. , 

poSnedVextend along a tree trunk with their sharp- 50 BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

ened lower distal ends digging into the trunk and with fa & ^e vi ew of the present invention; 

the second sections projecting outwardly, approxi- ■ ^ exploded perspective view thereof; 

mutely horizontally, above the first sections to receive £J£ 3 showg ^ present invention used as a climbmg 

the support member as a seat - ■ « seat in conjunction with a tree stand; 

When used as a backpack the device is .inverted .from 55 seaUn "^ws the invention used as a seat; 

the orientation used in the climbmg seat configuration must rate the invention in a backpack 

and the first sections then extend upwardly along the " . ' 

wearer's body, the second sections and support member ™ . g ^ conve rsion to a camp shelf; 

project outwardly beneath the first ^«or« to receive r . bUnd where in the inven- 

!he load, and the cable or other flexible member enar- 60 ™^ supporting frame for camouflage mate- 

cles the wearer's waist. In this mode pipes or other won serves pp 

tubular members can be slipped over the first sections na^ e levational view of the invention, 

and their sharpened ends, and a tarp strap or the wee riUi 

secured to the pipes and passed around the wearer s DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 

chest for enhanced stability. ' 65 EMBODIMENTS 

In the camp shelf mode the device is attached to a tefeT<sace initially to FIGS. 1, 2 and 10, it will be 
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Kded angle. from ^ ^ in FIG. 6 to secure the load earned to 

First sections 20 J^jJS ™ 10 pack. f ^ to _ QS 7and8of the drawings, it 
other from sharpened ^J^S^n diverge With reference ^GS J and ^ ^ 

» and a oair of outer wing portions 30 and 31, cum are n= second sections 22 of the mam 

Sfmina an *Sse included angle with the central por- an , shpped over Qne Qr more boards 64 

H oTthe wing portions project outwardly component i*^ shdMefmmg mem bers may be 
^ffi^-JT^^SSSS » P^croLSestensions 62 to provide a camp shelf 

haf onTend received in the aperture 32 and a p urdity ™£ J * e £ across the extensions 62, camouflage 
tfsup rings fixed along its length by enmpmg £fojm 25 J™ " ^ ^ draped over the frame provided by the 
an anchor 38 at the end received m aperture i81«d» J^ng a hunter with a convenient 

Series of spaced stops 40 designed to engage the sides of {JJ^^iJ^ ^d and climbing seat as shown 
Se notch 34. It will be noted that m £0. loTfce btad-U d ^ ^ ^ m conjunction 
drawings the notch is positioned on the nght-handi side ™ Wmd ^ ^wn in FIG. 9. 
of thTunit to accommodate a right-handed person when 30 wrth ^Stances it may be desirable to store or carry 
the unit is being used, for example, as a chmbing seat to ^ m this case it may be des.r- 
and on the left-hand side in FIG. 2 to accommodate a JjPJJ^ ^ 68 of any suitable, tubular mate- 
left-handed person. , . . rial „ rf» 0 wn in FIG. 10 of the drawings, to prevent 
A suppori !^^J^£5*Z£i 35 ivlrttttojury or damage by the sharpened ends 24 
spans the second sections 22 and is reieasao ly i f . orimary frame components, 
hereto by means of clips * bolts 46 and Fr Kove it will be seen that the present inven- 
be noted that when desired the nuts may be removed ™^ combination hunting, backpacking and 
toate^to^T^yr^*!^*?* SSffS-ory of Ughtweight, simple, but highly 
ber 42, but because of the «>gular relatio^p of the camping > M ^ te easdy converted 
second sections 22 the support ^^^^f m 40 mode of use to another with a minimum of 
the second sections even if the nut. bolt and clip fasten- nents and tools, 
tog is loosened. . a ... ^ e the articles hereto described constitute pre- 
As will presently be described, when used as a chmb- JT^^ents of the invention, it is to be under- 
tog seat the accessory 10 is gripped at the fir* jettons ^^Xtovention is not limited to these precise 
20 intermediate the cross member 16 and the bends 18, 45 ^ cha nges may be made therein without 
and to accommodate the hands of the user tubular hand ^Sngfrom the scope of the invention which is 
grips SO are received an "j*"*"" when med m defined to the appended claims. 

K SW^W «~ -Ha-ft. accessory tocludtog a pair of 

r£xMsass«^ -5^-— ----- 

tree trunk. If the truiik dtaiinishes to d ^ ete T\* e j?**" ^ fram e components comprising: 

tive length of the cable 36 may be «»k^ * W 55 ^^ctions having distal ends and ends opposite 

tog successive ones of the stops 40 with the sides of the ^J^tal ends, and 

slots 34. Similarly, if an outwardly projecting branch is «» distal ends and ends oppo- 

encountered during the climbing (operation the ^cable 36 ends joined to said opposrte ends 

can be removed from the notch 34, the 0 f said first sections, , . .. 

moved up beyond the branch, and the cable reengaged 60 ^ o^saw^ bemg mgular i v dis . 

with the slot 34. „^,»„t DO sed with respect to each other, 

Of course, if it is desired to simply use the present posea ^ dive rgtog outwardly away from 

invention as a seat at ground level it can be attached to s « t ,^ m their g^u ends to their opposite 
a tree or other vertically extending member as snownin 

FIG. 4 of the drawings. said ' on d sections diverging outwardly away from 

When it is desired to use the present myenti^ as a ^X^rom their opposite ends to their distal 
Konitnflcldnff device, it is inverted From me position 

stovTuf f!gS . ^d 4 of the drawings to that shown ends, and 
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flexible securing means attached to said framework 
^d ha^ig an adjustable effective length forsecur- 
ing said framework to members of varying girths- 
1 The combination of claim 1 wherein ^frame- 
work further includes a cross member attached to and 
interconnecting said components, 
^combination of claim 1 f^^ompnsmg: 
support means for supporting a user when said^ces- 
iSry is used as a tree stand and for supporting an 
object when otherwise used spanning said second 
sections, and . . 

means releasably securing said support member to 
said second sections. 

4 The combination of claim 1 wherein said first and 
second sections are formed from a continuous member 
having a bend intermediate its ends. 

5 The combination of claim 1 wherein: 
said framework further includes a cross member at- 

tached to and interconnecting said frame compo- 20 

partTof said cross member extend outwardly beyond 

said frame components, and 

said flexible securing means attached to said out 
wardly extending parts of said crow member. 

6. The combination of claim 1 wherein: 

said framework further includes a cross member at- 
tached to said first sections intermediate said distal 
and opposite ends thereof, and 

hand grips mounted on said first sections intermediate 
said opposite ends thereof and said cross member. 

7 The combination of claim 1 wherein: 

said framework further includes a cross member at- 
tached to and interconnecting said frame compo- 35 
nents, ,. 

said cross member has outer wing portions extending 
outwardly beyond said frame components, and 

said flexible securing means is fixed at one end to one 
of said wing portions and releasbly engages the 40 
other of said wing portions. 

8. The combination of claim 1 wherein said distal 
ends of said first sections are sharpened. 
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9 The combination of claim 1 wherein said flexible 
a Plurality of stops fixed to it along 

^^combination hunting, backpacking and camp- 

nSrk^Kd^accessoryco 

of round metal rods and a flat metal strap, 
each of said rods having a bend at an .<*»■ ^eluded 
^ngle intermediate its length defining first and sec- 

aamliStcSn being substantially longer Aan £d 
second section and having a sharpened I ^tal «id 
and an opposite end joined to said second section at 

saS^&irSctions diverging outwardly away from 
ea ch ot her from said distal ends thereof to said 

sJdsMOdd sections having outer ends and diverging 
ou^dly away from elch other from said bends 
tn o&id outer ends thereof, 
Ju£pCLg a central portion and la P*M« 
wing portions each defining an obtuse included 
ancle with said central portion, 
saiotmrportions being welded to said first secaons 
mterm^diate their lengths with parts of wd wmg 
portions extending outwardly beyond said first 

a canted at one end to one of said parts of said 

a phSftJ'Sf'sup rings crimped on said cable and 

fixed with respect thereto, 
means defining a notch in the other of said parts of 
said wing portions opening toward one of said 

sakUotch having a width greater than the diameter" 
of sizeable but less than the diameter of said slip 

a support member spanning said second sections, 
means for releasably securing said support member to 

said second sections, and c - 

tubular hand grips received on said first sections in- 
termediate said bends and said strap. 
.**»»* 
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[57] ABSTRACT 

A modular backpack which may be reconfigured into lug- 
ga£ or carrying' articles. T*e assembly includes first and 
second backpacks each of which may be separated into 
upper and lower compartments. The lower compartments 
may then be coupled together to form a transportable piece 
of luggage, and the upper compartments are similarly cou- 
plable to form a further piece of luggage. The assemb y also 
includes a tent extendable from the backpack, as well as an 
extensible elastic pack cover for protecting the backpack 
from rain or the like. 

16 Claims, 12 Drawing Sheets 
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MODULAR BACKPACK PANNIER 
LUGGAGE 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1 Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to article carriers and more 
oarticuffiy pertains to a set of modular backpack panniers 
K may be reconfigured into luggage for carrying 
articles. 

2 Description of the Prior Art 
The use of article carriers is known in the prior art. More 

specifically, article carriers heretofore 
for the purpose of carrying articles upon the back of a user 
ZZLTlo consist basically of famihar ^ expected and 
obvious structural configurations, not^thsmdmg Ae 
myriad of designs encompassed by the crowded prior art 
whfch have been developed for the fulfillment of countless 
objectives and requirements. 

For example, a combination pack frame, cot and tent is 
illustrated in U.S. Pat. No. 4,234,005 which composes two 
principal parts, the first being a pack frame ^which is to be 
secured to a persons back, and the second being the light- 
weight tubular folding structure which forms the cot and the 
remainder of the tent support. 

Another patent of interest is U.S. Pat. No. 3 822,813 
which teaches a back pack frame for supporting a tent. The 
device includes a pair of spaced parallel L-shaped frame 
members which may be secured to an upright support 30 
member, such as a tree, whereby the frame members extend 
orthogonally from the tree and parallel to a ground surface 
to support a tent stmcture therebetween. 

Other know prior art article carriers include U.S. Pat. No. 
4,883,206; U.S. Pat. No. 4,035,855; and U.S. Pat No. 
4',526,307. . 

While these devices fulfill their respective, particular 
objectives and requirements, the aforementioned patents do 
not disclose a set of back pack panniers which may be 
reconfigured into luggage for carrying articles that includes 
first and second backpacks each of which may be separated 
into upper and lower compartments, with the lower com- 
partments being couplable together to form a transportable 
Piece of luggage, and the upper compartments being simi- 
larly couplable together to form a further piece of luggage. 
Furthermore, none of the known prior art article earners 
teach or suggest a set of modular back pack pannier luggage 
assembly of the aforementioned structure which further 
includes a tent extendable from the back pack, as well as an 
extensible elastic pack cover for protecting the backpack so 
from rain or the like. 

In these respects, the modular backpack pannier luggage 
according to the present invention substantially departs from 
the conventional concepts and designs of the prior art ana 
in so doing provides an apparatus primarily developed for 
the purpose of carrying articles within mountain bike pan- 
niers which may be reconfigured into back packs or luggage. 



SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 



In view of the foregoing disadvantages inherent m the 
known types of article carriers now present in the prior art 
the present invention provides a new modular backpack 
pannier luggage construction wherein the same can be 
utilized for carrying articles upon a mountiun bike or he 65 
back of an individual. As such, the general purpose of the 
present invention, which will be described subsequendy in 



Ser's either alone "or in any combination thereof. 
Ta ain this, the present invention !f J«^ 

a for wtnack which may be reconfigured into luggage 
modular backpack wnwn m y second 

r.™,ni«l tneether to form a transportable piece ot luggage, 
oTihfuS compartments are similarly couplable to form 
r^her pS onuCg- The assembly also ^ a «m 
extendable from the backpack, as well as an. atenable 
eSstic pack cover for protecting the backpack from ram or 

"e has thus been outlined, «ther ^y d* ™re 
important features of the invention in order that tbe i detaUefl 
SSL thereof that follows may be better 
Ld in order that the present contribution to Ae art may be 
better appreciated. There are, of course, additional features 
SE invention that will be described hereinafter and which 
win form the subject matter of the claims appended hereto 
In this respect, before explaining at least ^one xmbc .diment 
of the invention in detail, it is to be understood I tha the 
invention is not limited in its application to the details of 

forth in the following description or illustrated in the draw 
ngT The invention is capable of other embodiments > and of 
being practiced and carried out in various ways. Also it is 
to be understood that the phraseology and terminology 
Employed herein are for the purpose of desenpuon and 
should not be regarded as limiting. 

As such, those skilled in the art will appreciate that the 
conception, upon which this disclosure is based, may readdy 
Sf.a basis for the designing of other structures, 
methods and systems for carrying out me sever* purposes 
40 of the present invention. It is important, therefore, mat the 
claims be regarded as including such equivalent construc- 
tions insofar as they do not depart from the spirit and scope 
of the present invention. 

Further, the purpose of the foregoing abstract is to enable 
the U S Patent and Trademark Office and the public gen- 
erally,' and especially the scientists, engineers and practitio- 
ners in the art who are not familiar with patent or legal terms 
or^hraseology, to determine quickly from a cursory inspec- 
Son th?natuS and essence of the technic* disclosure of die 
application. The abstract is neither intended to define toe 
Son of the application, which is measured by the 
Saims.nor is it intended to be limiting as to the scope of the 
invention in any way. 

It is therefore an object of the present invention to provide 
a new set of modular backpack pannier luggage which has 
many of the advantages of the article earners memmned 
heretofore and many novel features that result in a modular 
backpackpannier luggage whichis not »uc.pated rendered 
obvious, suggested, or even implied by any of the pnor art 
Xde carriers, either alone or in any combination thereof. 
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It is another object of the present invention to provide ; a 
new set of modular backpack pannier luggage which may be 
easily and efficienfly manufactured and marketed. 

It is a further object of the present invention to provide a 
new set of modular backpack pannier luggage which is of a 
durable and reliable construction. 
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An even further object of the present invention i is .to 
pro A v ? de a new set of — ^J-^j 

2S to SSSK^i X 1 which accordingly is 
regard to ootn 'maw™ f ^ t0 ^ consuming 

S'S^mS Modular backpack pannier 
futgage econo'mically available to the buying public. 

Still yet another object of the present invention is to 
orovide a new set of modular backpack pannier luggage 
Sh provS in the apparatuses and methods of the prior 
^ ^of the advantages thereof, while simultaneously 

therewith. . . 

Still another object of the present invention .s to provide 
a new set of modular backpack panniers which may be 
reconfigured into luggage for carrying articles. 

Yet another object of the present invention is to. provide > a 
new modular backpack pannier luggage assembly which 
fndudes first and second panniers or backpacks each , of 
whichmay be separated into upper and lower compartments 
with the lower compartments being couplable together to 
form a transportable piece of luggage, and the upper com- 
part being similarly couplable to form a further piece 
of luggage. . . 

Even still another object of the present invention is to 
provide a new set of modular backpack pannier luggage 
aSembly which includes a tent extendable from the back 
pack as well as an extensible elastic pack cover for pro- 
tecting the backpack from rain or the like. 

These together with other objects of the invention, along 
with the various features of novelty which character^ the 
mvention, are pointed out with particularity in the claims 
lexed to and forming a part of this disclosure. For * tetter 
understanding of the invention, its operating advantage and 35 
the specific objects attained by its uses, f^erence shouW ^ 
had to the accompanying drawings and descnpuve matter in 
which there is illustrated preferred embodiments of the 
invention. ^ 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
The invention will be better understood and objects other 
than those set forth above will become apparent when 
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FIG 11 is an isometric illustration of a first additional 
exSSon bag coupled to the first additional panruer b^ 
HG. 12 is an isometric illustration of a second additional 

P T!g 13 is an isometric illustration of a second actional 
pannier bag extension coupled to the second additional 

P Hai4Lfront isometric :view of ;a first 
frame of the first pannier backpack. FIG. 15 is a worn 
omttric view of a second lower bag space frame of the 
ecS pannier backpack. FIG. 16 is a front isometric : view 
uppTr pannier bag space frame FIG. 17 is ar nsometnc 
U ultration of an upper pannier bag luggage assemb y. FIG. 

assembly FIG. 19 is an isometric illustration of an addi- 
SpLte bag luggage assembly. » » » 
view of a tent assembly comprising a portion of the present 
"nation. FIG. 21 is across sectional view taken along line 
S3? of FIG. 20. FIG. 22 is an isometric view of abicycle 
pack comprising a portion of the present ,nv«.uon^ FKi 23 
is a side elevational view of the bicycle pack. FIG 24 is a 
Lelevationalviewof an elasticpack cover exwnding^er 

\Z firct hackoack FIG 25 is a cross-sectional view taken 
2££?S£ of FIG. 24. FIG. 26 is a side elevation 
£f«SL second lower bag including sleeping bag sttuc- 
ture. FIG. 27 is a plan view of an alternative fastening means 
of the present invention. 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

With reference now to the drawings, and in particular to 
FIGS 1-27 thereof, a set of new modular backpack pannier 
luggage assembly embodying the principles and concepts of 
the present invention and generally designated by the ref- 
erence numeral will be described. 

More specifically, it will be noted that the modular 
backpack pannier luggage 10 comprises a first backpack .12 
having a first upper bag 14 removably coupled to a fir 
lower bag 16, as best illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 2. The firs 
upper bag 14 is substantially rectangular in shape and is 
removably coupled to a top end of the first lower bag 16. The 
S upper bag 14 is provided with a plurality of upper bag 
nrfci uyv*i v 5 Y u «.,;„» ,;«nPTArt nnenines which 



tharmosTTeT'forth above will become apparent when 

consideration is given to ^^f^t^Z Sow for sZge of articles therewithin. In addition £ : first 



drawings wherein: 

Fig 1 is a rear isometric view of a first backpack 
comprising a portion of the present invention. 

FIG 2 is a front isometric view of the first backpack. 
FIG 3 is a rear isometric view of a second lower bag 
comprising a portion of a second backpack. 

FIG. 4 is a rear isometric view of a second upper bag of 
the second backpack. » « 

FIG. 5 is a rear isometric view of a first lower bag of the 
first backpack. 

FIG. 6 is a side elevation view of the fastening means of 
the present invention. 

FIG. 7 is atop plan view of the fastening means as viewed 
from line 7— 7 of FIG. 6. 

FIG. 8 is a rear isometric view of a first upper bag of the 
first backpack. 

FIG 9 is a side elevational view of the first upper bag. 
FIG. 10 is an isometric illustration of a first additional 
pannier bag. 
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upper bag 14 further includes an upper bag mesh pocket w 
Spied fo a side of the first upper bag for retaining ^small 
articles in an easily accessible manner, as well as retaining 
2? or weTarticle" for drying. Similarly the first tower bje 
16 includes a plurality of lower bag auxdiary 
22 including a waist pack compartment 24 removably 
coupled to a rear of the first lower bag, as illustrated m FIG. 
1 Thfwaist pack compartment 24 operable to be removed 
from the first lower bag 16, whereby it may be attached to 
SdWidualin a manner similar to that of a conventionally 
Sown belt by encompassing the waist of the indmdu^ A 
illustrated in FIG. 2, the waist pack comp|umen t 24 £ 
further operable to be attached to a front of the first lower 
60 olgW, whereby it engages the lower back of the > mdividual 
carrying the first backpack pannier to provide lumbar sup- 
norTto the individual, when the backpack pannier 12 is 
jStioned upon a back of the individual Ibtius end a V m 
of shoulder straps 26 are removably attached I to £e first 
65 backpack pannier 2 and cooperate to retain the backpack 
pSupon the back of the individual. To facilitate the 
Eportation of tent poles, a pair of pole pockets 28 extend 
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Seen the first upper bag and the first lower bag. Lastly 
SStlower bag 16is provided with a corner compartmen 
30 1 whichTs "naivaWy attached by a comer compartment 

"the" modular back pack pannier IW-^W 
the present invention further comprises a second backpack 
pannier 32 of substantially similar arafiguration relative to 
Km backpack pannier 12, as illustrated in FIGS. 3 and 
4 Thus, it can be seen from these figures that the second 
hackoack nannier 32 comprises a second lower Dag 
SvmgtwcXg auxiliary compartments 22 of substantially 
2 configuration relative to the lower bag auxiliary 
of the first lower bag 16, including a warn 
pack compartment 24 which may be attached around^ 
waist of an individual or, alternatively, utilized as a lumbar 
Tupporting device. The second lower bag similarly includes 
a comer compartment 30 attached by a comer compartment 
zip^r Thus, the comer compartments 30 of the first lower 
SSu and me second lower bag 34 may be decoupled torn 
tte rSpSve lower bags and coupled together to form a 
substantially rectangular duffle bag. 

The second back pack pannier 32 also includes a second 
upper bag 36 of substantially similar construction relative , to 
Erst upper bag 14, including the upper bag auxihary 
compartments 18 and the upper bag mesh pocket How- 
ever as can be readily ascertained from the drawings the 
uoner bags 14, 36 are constructed as mirror images of one 
anaLer. Similarly, the lower bags 16, 34 am also constructed 
as mirror images of one another. In other words, the location 
of the auxiliary compartments 18, 22 of the respective upper 
baes 14, 36 and lower bags 16, 34 are oppositely positioned 
relative to one another.. However, such opposite positioning 
or mirror image construction of the first back pack pannier 
12 relative to the second back pack pannier 32 is not 
essential to the invention, although such construction is 
preferable for reasons which will henceforth be described. 

FIG 5 illustrates the first lower bag 16 of the first back 4Q 
pack pannier 12 as further including a pole compartment 40 
which may be utilized to store additional tent poles. The pole 
compartment 40 is equipped with removable fasteners, such 
as velcro or the like, which allow it to be removably coupled 
to either of the back packs 12, 32 as illustrated in FIG. 5 in 45 
a horizontal position, or in an unillustrated vertical position 
ss well. 

FIG. 6 and 7 illustrate the fastening means 42 utilized to 
removably couple components of the back packs 12, 32 
together, and can be seen from these figures that the fasten- 
ing means comprises a strap 44 having a female snap 
fastener 46 which removably engages a male snap fastener 
48 to couple the components together, such as the first upper 
bae 14 to the first lower bag 16 as illustrated in FIG. 2, for 
example. Although snap fasteners 46, 48 have been illus- 
trated as the preferred fastening means, it is contemplated 
that other conventionally known fasteners may be utilized as 
well such as zippers, buttons, clips, threaded members, 
rotatably engaged coupling members, or the like. Thus, the 
use of snap fasteners 46, 48 is the preferred fastening means 
42 but should not be regarded as limiting thereto. In this 
respect, an alternative fastening means 43 is illustrated in 
FIG 27 of the drawings, including a strap 44a having a 
female fastener 46a which removably engages a male fas- 
tener 48a coupled to a further strap 44b. 

FIGS. 8 and 9 illustrate the first upper bag 14 of the first 
back pack pannier 12 and it can be seen from these figures 
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that the first UDoer bag includes a plurality of zippers to 
£Sr£ accSs to an interior of the bag as well as into the 
u^r bfg auxmary compartments 18. *^»Zg£ 
of the upper bag auxiliary compartments 18, the zippers of 
L unoer bag 14 include a lid zipper SO and a rear zipper 52 
mereKmviding multiple paths of entry into the intenor o 
hSer bag 14 In addition, it should be reahzed that all 
5 thfbaas 14 16, as well as 34, 36 are provided with lid 

Sfp access into ^i^MV LTm 

Se 54 is provided for each of the bags 14, 16 , and 34. 
36 ^hus, the bags 14, 16 and 34, 36 may be easdy toted, 
either individually or coupled together. 

Turning now to FIGS. 10 and 11, it can ^ shown tot the 
pre^nTinvention 10 further comprises a first addition* 
Ser bae 56 provided with fastening means 42 which 
p ^ r tL ae firft 'additional pannier bag to b. = removably 
coupled to any of the first or second bags 14, U I and 34. 3b. 
such a7to a top surface of the first upper bag 
surface of the first lower bag 16, for example The firs 
aStionalpanmer bag 56 is provided withapauofflashhgh 

suaps 58 for retaining a flashlight thereto and is further 
Sded wuh at least one first additional pannier bag mesh 
5Slo. in addition, a zipper 62 allows a tat. addition* 
extension bag 64 to be ^removaby coupled to the first 
additional pannier bag 56, as illustrated in FIG. 11. Also, 
hanme°M P rprovided on both the first additional pannier 
bag 56 and the first additional extension bag 64. 

Similar in construction to the first additional pannier bag 
56, but yet slightly larger in size is a second additional 
pannier bag 66 illustrated in FIGS. 12 and 13 1 of *e 
drawings. The second additional panmer bag 66 is sundarly 
equippld with retaining means 42 which al ow it to be 
coupled to any of the first and second bags 14, 16 and 34, 36 
in a manner similar to that of the first additional panmer bag 
56. Also, a second additional pannier bag zipper 68 allows 
a second additional extension bag 70 to be removably 
coupled to the second additional pannier bag 66. 

Turning now to FIGS. 14 through 16, it can be shown that 
each of the first and second bags 14, 16 and 34, 36 includes 
an internal frame which provides rigidity and support to the 
organization. To this end, a first lower bag space frame 72 is 
illustrated in FIG. 14 for the first lower bag 
back pack pannier 12, a second lower bag space frame 74 is 
illustrated in FIG. 15 for the second lower bag 34 of the 
second back pack panmer 32, and an upper bag space frame 
76 is illustrated in FIG. 16 for either of the upper bags 14 
36 Each of the space frames 72-76 is provided with a 
plurality of apertures therethrough, with each of the aper- 
tures providing a specific feature to the invention 10. The 
shoulder apertures 78 allow for a slight projection of the 
posterior shoulder bone into the bags, thereby providing 
comfort to the wearer of the device 10 when the bags 14, 16 
and 34, 36 are worn upon the back, "ther singularly or 
together as the first and second back packs 12, 32^To this 
end, the shoulder straps 26, although illustrated m FIG. 2 as 
being attached to the first back pack panmer 12 may be 
attached to any of the individual bags 14, 16 and34, 36 
Referring back now to FIG. 14-16, the sidewall apertures 80 
allow the auxiliary compartments 18, 22 to be constructed so 
as to permit communication between the interior of _ uie 
auxiliary compartments and the interior of each of the bags 
14 16 and 34, 36. Finally, the top apertures 82 permit access 
through the lids into the interior of each of the bags 14, 16 
and 34, 36. In addition, each of the space frames 72-76 is 
provided with a plurality of screw holes 84 which permit the 
attachment of the first and/or second back packs 12, 32 to a 
conventional unillustrated mountain bike rack system or 
alternatively, an unillustrated back pack frame, if so desired. 



50 



55 



60 



65 



5,562,236 



8 



Referring now to FIGS. 17 through 19, it can be shown 
that he tafs 14 16 and 34, 36, as well as 56, 66 may be 
?ottd tofethe; in pairs to form luggage assemblies. To this 
enf the Sand second upper bags 14 36 .nay be ^coupled 
together via the fastening means 42 to form an _ upper bag 
ulgage assembly 86. Similarly, the first lower baj (16 and 
Z second lower bag 34 may be coupled together to form a 
tower tag luggage assembly 88, and the first addrtional 
SLr bag 56 and second additional pannier bag 66 
2d together to form an additional pannier bag uggage 
LSbly 90. Thus, the back packs 12. 32, as , wdlj > the 
additional pannier bags 56, 66, may be ^P 1 ^ to 8 ether £ 
form toeeunitary pieces of luggage 86-90 wtoch may be 
checked as baggage on an airplane flight or the like, thereby 
decreasing the overall number of items checked. 

Continuing on to FIGS. 20 and 21, a tent assembly 92 
removably stowed within a tent pocket 94 of either of 0» 
lower bags 16, 34 may be provided. The tent assembly 92 
as illustrated in these figures, is substantially wedge shaped 
and utilizes the associated back pack pannier 12 or 32 to 
anchor an end thereof, with the aforementioned tent poles 
supporting another end thereof. 

FIGS 22 and 23 illustrate a possible configuration for any 
one of the auxiliary compartments 18-22. Thus, it can be 
seen that the bicycle pack 96 illustrated in these figures is 
adapted to be removably attached to a bicycle 98 through a 
plurality of velcro attached bicycle pack straps 100. As such, 
The bicycle pack straps 100 may be utilized to join die 
bicycle pack 96 to either of the back packs 12, 32 or the 
additional pannier bags 56, 66. In addition, the bicycle may 
be provided with the fastening means 42 to provide for 
coupling to the bags 14, 16, 34, 36, 56, or 66. 

PIGS 24 and 25 illustrate an elastic pack cover 102 stored 
upon a removably attached reel 104 beneath either of the 
lower bags 16, 34. The elastic pack cover 102 is configured 
to be unrolled from the reel 104 and extended about the back 
pack pannier 12 to substantially protect the back pack 
pannier from rain and the like. Additionally or alternatively, 
the elastic pack cover 102 may be configured as a poncho by 
simply providing the pack cover with a head opening which 
allows a wearer of the back pack pannier 12 to extend the 
elastic pack cover over the backpack pannier as well as 
himself to position the individuals head through the head 
opening, whereby the pack cover is draped over both the 
back pack pannier and the individual. 

Lastly FIG. 26 illustrates that a sleeping bag structure 104 
can be removably stowed within a sleeping bag compart- 
ment within any of the panniers bags, and preferably within 
the second lower bag 34, as illustrated. 

As to a further discussion of the manner of usage and 
operation of the present invention, the same should be 
apparent from the above description. Accordingly, no further 
discussion relating to the manner of usage and operation will 
be provided. 

With respect to the above description then, it is to be 
realized that the optimum dimensional relationships for the 
parts of the invention, to include variations in size, materials, 
shape, form, function and manner of operation, assembly 
and use, are deemed readily apparent and obvious to one 
skilled in the art, and all equivalent relationships to those 
illustrated in the drawings and described in the specification 
are intended to be encompassed by the present invention. 

Therefore, the foregoing is considered as illustrative only 
of the principles of the invention. Further, since numerous 
modifications and changes will readily occur to those skilled 
in the art, it is not desired to limit the invention to the exact 
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construction and operation shown and described and 
accoSy" all suitable modifications and equivalents may 
to 3 to, falling within the scope of the »™ntioa 

What is claimed as being new and desired to be protected 
bvLETORS PATENT of the United States is as follows: 
1 Modular back pack pannier luggage comprising: 
a first back pack pannier having a first upper bag remov- 
ably coupled to top end of a first lower bag; 
first retaining means for retaining said back pack pannier 

upon a back of a first individual; and, 
a second back pack pannier having a second upper bag 
removably coupled to a top end of a second lower bag, 
and second reiaining means for retaining said back 
pack pannier upon a back of a second individual, 
wherein said first and second upper bags are couplable 
Lether to form an upper bag luggage assembly, and 
said first lower bag and said second lower bag are 
couplable together to form a lower bag luggage assem- 

2 The new modular back pack pannier as recited in claim 
1, wherein said bags each comprise a frame means for 

2 wherein said frame means comprises a space frame 
having a pair of shoulder apertures which allow for a sligh 
Section of a posterior shoulder bone of said indiv dual 
S said bags, thereby providing comfort to a wearer of said 

b ^ k ThfneTmo e dular back pack pannier as recited in claim 
3, wherein said retaining means comprises a pair of shoulder 

St l P The new modular back pack pannier as recited in claim 
4 and further comprising a first additional pannier bag 
removabley coupled to said back pack pannier. 

6 The new modular back pack pannier as recited in claim 

5, and further comprising a second additional pannier bag 
removably coupled to said back pack pannier, wherem said 
additional pannier bags are couplable together to form 
additional pannier bag luggage. 

7 The new modular back pack pannier as recited in claim 

6, and further comprising a tent removably stored within 
said back pack pannier, said tent being extendable herefrom 
to be at least partially anchored to a ground surface by a 
weight of said back pack pannier. 

8 The new modular back pack pannier as recited in claim 
7 and further comprising an elastic pack cover stored upon 
a removably attached reel beneath said lower bag, said 
elastic pack cover being configured to be unrolled from said 
reel and extended about said back pack pannier to substan- 
tially protect said back pack pannier. 

9 A new modular back pack pannier luggage comprising, 
a first back pack pannier having a first upper bag remov- 
ably coupled to a top end of a first lower bag, said first 
upper bag having a plurality of upper bag auxiliary 
compartments each having zippered openings which 
allow for storage of articles therewithin, said first upper 
bag further including an upper bag mesh pocket 
coupled to a side of said first upper bag for retaining 
small articles in an easily accessible manner and retain- 
ing damp articles for drying, said first lower bag having 
a plurality of lower bag auxiliary compartments with a 
waist pack compartment removably coupled to a rear of 
said first lower bag, said waist pack compartment being 
operable to be removed from said first lower bag 
whereby it may be attached to an individual said waist 
pack compartment further being operable to be attached 
lo a front of said first lower bag, whereby it functions 
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to provide lumbar support, said first lower bag and said 
first upper bag having a pair of colinearly arranged pole 
JocSfor retaining a tent pole therein for storage and 
J, rigidifies said removable coupling between said first 
upper bag and said first lower bag; 
first retaining means for retaining said back pack pannier 

upon a back of a first individual; 
a second back pack pannier having a second upper 1 bag 
removably coupled to a top end of a second lower bag 
said second upper bag having a plurality of upper bag 
auxiliary compartments each having zippered openings 
which allow for storage of articles therewithin, said 
second upper bag further including an upper bag mesh 
pocket coupled to a side of said second upper bag for 
retaining small articles in an easily accessible manner 
and retaining damp articles for drying, said second 
lower bag having a plurality of lower bag auxiliary 
compartments with a waist pack compartment remov- 
ably coupled to a rear of said second lower bag, said 
waist pack compartment being operable to be removed 
from said second lower bag, whereby it may be 
attached to an individual, said waist pack compartment 
further being operable to be attached to a front of said 
second lower bag, whereby it functions to provide 

. A u«mr hart anfl <mn Second 
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10 The new modular back pack pannier as recited in 
claim 9, wherein said bags each comprise a frame means for 

TS new modular back pack pannier as recited in 
claim 9, wherein said frame means comprises a space frame 
having a pair of shoulder apertures which allow for a sbgh 
paction of a posterior shoulder bone of said individual 
into said bags , thereby providing comfort to a wearer of said 

^S^nT modular back pack pannier as recited in 
claim 11, wherein said retaining means comprises a pair ot 

shoulder straps. . , - 

13 The new modular back pack pannier as recited in 
claim 12 and further comprising a first additional pannier 
Jremciy coupled to each of said back pack pannier^ 

14 The new modular back pack pannier as recited m 
claim 13, and further comprising a second additional pannier 
bag removably coupled to each of said back pack pannier* 
wherein said additional pannier bags are couplable together 
to form additional pannier bag luggage. 

15. The new modular back pack panmer as recited in 
claim 14, and further comprising a tent removably stored 
St each of said 



further being operaoie io uc ana-.^.- * within eacn oi saiu iw y~~- r --■ 

second lower bag, whereby it functions to provide ^ daWe ±eKfTom t0 be at least partially anchored to a 
lumbar support, said second lower bag and said second d by ft wdght of each of said back pack 



lumDai suppun, ooiu — ° , 

upper bag having a pair of colinearly arranged pole 
pockets for retaining a tent pole therein for storage and 
to rigidifies said removable coupling between said 
second upper bag and said second lower bag; and, 
second retaining means for retaining said back pack 
pannier upon a back of a second individual, wherein 
said first and second upper bags are couplable together 
to form an upper bag luggage assembly, and said first 
lower bag and said second lower bag are couplable 
together to form a lower bag luggage assembly. 
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extenaaoie uiercmnu i« — ■ — r — - 
ground surface by a weight of each of said back pack 

P3 16 "The new modular back pack pannier as recited in 
claim IS, and further comprising an elastic pack cover stored 
upon a removably attached reel beneath said second lower 
bag, said elastic pack cover being configured to be unrolled 
from said reel and extended about each of said back pack 
panniers to substantially protect each of said back panniers. 
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hunting various game. 
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, 2 

„™™n^ Minoorts Comers of the bottom member have upwardly 

VERSATILE AND ADJUSTABLE FOLDING extending reaving tubes disposed thereon. The front mera- 

HUNTERS GROUND BLIND berhas upper members and lower members. The upper 

members awtelescopically received within the lower mem- 
hcrTTte lower members are coupled with two of the 
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 5 JJJ^ lending receiving tubes of the bottom member. 

hunting, the lower members of the rear member. The lower members 

2. Description of the Prior Art of ^ rear member are coupled with two of the upwardly 

The use of portable blinds is known in the prior art More ten<li „ receiving tubes of the bottom member. The upper 

specifically, portable blinds heretofore devised and utilized of te rcar member have a hinge member coupled 

forthe purpose of concealing an observer are known to is { op member. An adjustable arcuate support member is 

consist basically of familiar, expected and obvious structural ^ ^ cQya system in mc front of. or around the rear 

configurations, notwithstanding the mynad of designs rf ^ f<Mng hmae Sudl arcuate member 

encompassed by the crowded prior art which .have been g afound a rear portion of the frame portion for 

developed for the fulfillment of countless objectives and _ rovidillg more room within the blind for bow hunting and 

requirements. the like. A two-layer cover system is dimensioned for 

By way of example. U.S. Pat No. 5 .377.711 to Mueller adjustably extending over the folding frame r^on and toe 

discloses a camouflage blind for hunters. arcuate support member to form an enclosure. The cover 

U* P-. No. 5.0*.** » a. . •^SS.-^J 

MU ui M .N..4.™.0».oS«,«-.^.P™- - "t^W^S 

Prt. No. 00, ™ bo« o *o _ SEES SMS 

mental design for a hunting blind. portions for closure thereof. Preferably, the zipper is located 

U.S. Pat. No. 4.723 371 to Williams discloses a i self 30 a horizontal portion of the L-shaped slot and the pile 

supported, collapsible, and portable walled structure suitable tastea £ k located 0 n a bottom vertical portion of the 

for use as a hunting blind. L-shaped slot The slots may be selectively opened depend- 

U S Pat. No. 4.777.755 to Colburn discloses a potable . Qn what ^ of ga me i s being hunted. The interior layer 

hunting blind and shelter. includes adjustable front, side and rear windows. The tnte- 

U S Pat No. 4.186.507 to Stinnett discloses a portable rior ^yer has adjustable tie down strips disposed on lower 

Jrk bund ends thereof. The cover system also includes an exterior 

In this respect the folding hunters ground blind according layer comprised of three dimensional camouflage panel* 

mvLon suSstantiaUyVrts from toe con- se curable to me toterior ^J^^^SS^ 
ventional concepts and designs of the prior art. and in so «, includes attachable vegetation. The front _ window is 

STovTde^ appa^atuf primarily develc^d for die equipped wim a Xted 

nunwse of nrovidinB a blind which is adjustable thereby or near-silent removable screen selectively miw 

tiBumgneedforanewandiinprovedfoldmghuntersground 4J ^.^^^^^Tertic^ strips removably 
blind which can be used for providing a blind which is «WP* ' » P™ ^ a ^ a removable 

Mention substantially fulfills mis need. so ^^us^tSrX broadly, the more 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION important features of the invention in order that ^detailed 

* view of the foregoing disadvantages inherent in die ""^^^TcZ^n^S^ 

known types of portable blinds now present in fte prior art ^^I^i^^lcf course, additional features 

the prevention provides an improved foldmg hunters „ ^gSSt^S^S^ hereinafter and which 

ground blind. As such, the general purpose of the present ^^T^ZtitZoa of the daims appended hereto. 

Svention. which will be described subsequently in greater wifl f ™*^£™^£2 R A least o^embodiment 

detail, is to provide a new and improved folding hunters In this respect, before «phuning ^ m 

and none of the disadvantages. 60 " "™~£„„ " d to me arrangements of the components set 

To attain this, the present invention essentia^ composes "JJ^ESSHJC or illustratedTme draw- 
a folding frame portion induding a top member, a bottom "jjjKSSjB of other embodiments and of 
member, a front member, and a rear ^emb^ The top mg*. .1* m carried out in various ways. Also, it is 

member has a generally rectangular shaped perimeter. A ^^™ c ~£ mat me ph raseology and terminology 
plurality of cross members extend between long supports of 65 to be umteaood ™» -^Smimtd description and 
nToerimeter The bottom m ember has a generally rectan- employed herein are for toe purpose or oesenpu 
^^pSmeteTmcluding telescoping long and short should not be regarded as limiting. 
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J . ^..v pir, lis a front elevation view of the present invention 

As such, those skilled in the art will appreciate ^thanhe HO. ^ ftc front window thereof, 

conception, upon which this disclosure is ^^my rea^y w«n tn J ofthe present invention 

156 S5" 4 ? svslt tor ^gCt^^al^ ^uie^Tplace depicting the rear window thereof 

toercfore^ the 5 nG . 4 is 8 aos ,sectional view as taken along Une 4-4 

be regarded as including such equivalent construe- of FIG. 1. £ ... 

tioTLsotoSey^. not depart from the spirit and scope nQ S is a perspective view of the MM* frame of me 

of the present invention. present invention in an erected orientation. 

Tt is therefore an object of the present invention to provide ^ fc cross-sectional view as taken along une 6-* 

a £? a^u^ed folding burners ground blind which has io Jg; 5 showing one of many various types of securernem 

aU AeTdvantages of the prior art portable blinds and none mechanisms may be employed to maintain the frame 

of the disadvantages. assembled 

It is another object of the present invention to provide a ^ ? fc ^ i$oUted ^ of the hinged member of tne 

new and improved folding h ^^ n n d ^J^f is frame. ^ , - g 

be easily and efficientiy manufactured and marketed, fig 8 is a cross-sectional view as taken along line 8— » 

ttisafiirmerobjertofmepresent^ of FIG. 7. . . 

versatile folding hunters ground bund which is of a durable pjQ 9 is a plan view ofthe present invention depicting the 

and reliable construction. optional use of the arcuate member for when the present 

An even further object of the present invention is to m .^ vention utilized for bow hunting and the like, 

provide a new and improved folding hunters mQ 10 is a partial p |an view of the arcuate support 

^SSSSU^MtaS^ ^ofme/esentmventionulusti.tingmeel.ticcord 

» ^Uis an isoiatedview.aleaf attachment of *e 

* "> ^^latedviewof a ^imenrional exterior 
^TJTSfiSS- MduShunters ground blind layer comprising a plurality of panels 
S proSs in ^apparatuses and methods of the prior na 13 is , side viewof the present^ mvention demdjng 
the advantoEes thereof, while simultaneously w a plt _ blind set up and further showing the vertical L-shaped 
£2£ stmeU ^"advantages normally associated £ J, a clo J orientation for when the front window is 
therewith °«»ly utilized during hunting. 

Still another object of the present invention is to provide nG MA is a perspective view of the present mvenuon 
a blind which is adjustable thereby accommodating various wim ^ of mc vertical L-shaped slow in an ^»°™<**; 
JypeTof hunting, ice fishing, observing wildlife, and pho- 35 ^ for when me present invention is utilized for waterfowl 
tographing wildlife. hunting. 

Another object of the present invention is to provide a no MB is a perspective view of the present invention 
blind which may be maneuvered and adjusted in a quiet ^ ^ rf (he vertical dots in a closed orientation and 
manner. . A M further the vertical strips in place for when the present 

Lastly it is an object of the present invention to provide 40 invention is mafeed for deer hunting, 
a new and improved hunters ground blind including a frame uc i&i perspective view of the present invention 

portion. Further provided is cover system dimensioned for of ±e vertical ^ hav ing a portion thereof 

extending over the frame portion. Situated on the cover is a ™£ ^ a ^ nposition ed thereover. Further depicted are 
front window with a plurality of vertical strips and a £ m c covering bowed out by means ^of the arcuate 

penetrateable screen removably coupled 45 rod fonm ng a ride window for affording a widened angle of 

included is a pair of inverted L-shaped slots formed in the ^ bQW huntillg< observing or the like, 

cover system which are each adapted to allow the selective ^ ^ ^ clcvationa i view ofthe present invention 

opening thereof when hunting various game. showina the interior removable vertical flaps and removable 

These together with other objects of jhe -invention, along screen of me front window, 

with the various features of novelty which characterize tne i~ f ft nt invention in a 

invention, are pointed out with particular! ty» Ae cjums ^J 6 ^* fallowing the present 

invcntl0n- „„ pro 1BA is a perspective view of the pile fastener straps 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS Jj*^ » rod ^ its operative orienta- 

The invention will be better understood and objects other 60 tion 

than those set forth above will become apparent when m . & a ^p^ve view of a sleeve utilized to 

consideration is given to the following detailed description ^ rods ^ mdr ^ove orientation, 

thereof. Such description makes reference to the annexed ^ wisatopplan view of the removable awning of the 

drawings wherein: nresent invention. 

HG. ""Perspective viewof ^^SSXSk Similar reference characters refa to similar parts through- 
folding hunters ground blind constructed in accordance with ^^ vwa , vicws of mc drawings, 
the principles of the present invention. «" me x 
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5 lB orfin.table arcuate support member SO is secured to 

described. „ Atthp JSSSE 2 should be noted that the adjustable arcuate 

Soecifically it will be noted in the various Figures that the 10 apparent £WB J° henevcr me environment p«- 

jSaSio a new and improved folding ^ters ground gy-^*"." for additional space during any 

Stod for providing comfort and concealment for extended *^ UvWes including bow hunting. For main- 

Sods of noting observing, or photographing wUdufe. In ^.^^J^lSSfdS- usi the tie down snips 74 
STbfoldlstcontlxt. the device ^of^oldmg^e = £ the interior lay a are udUzed 

portion, an adjustable arcuate support member and i two- is «ca«°* m sides of we covering by wrapping under- 
K cover system. Such components are individually con- to h oi I ttghUhe « £ ^ camfAimeatfy 

Se^and correlated with respect to each other so as to e*h mterior surface of the interior eovaus 

aSain the desired objective. SSLSti "bottom extent thereof. This affords the teutness 
" device 10 includes a folding frame portion 12 w.lh « ^Ue^zing the rear arcuate rod as well as keeping 
Jmember 14. a bottom member 16. a front member 18 20 ™^™\ t enc £ sure rigid and less likely to be Mown 
SrreWmember 20. The top member 14 has a generally me wind. Also. it serves as a means for closure 

reSiJL shaped perimeter. A plurality of cross members L-shaped slots. For facilitating the purpose 

22 extend betw£n opposed long supports 24 of the penm- bottom ^ c00StrU cted from a fl e „bk 

The bottom member 16 has a generally rectangular ^^ntary strips are positioned to aUow 

s£ed perimeter including telescoping long* and short * ^™ correlating to any frame adjust- 

suDoorts 28 Comers of the bottom member 10 nave 

upwardly extending receiving tubes 30 disposed hereon. men^ verstem5 8is dimensioned for extending 

The front member 18 has opposed upper members 32 and ^two-uya y ^ ^ ^ $ 

lower members 34. The upper members 32 ^e telescopLcaUy ovotte foldmg « For rcasons that will 

received within the lower members 34 or vice-vers^ The 30 member 50 to ^ ^ ^ ^ 

optional removal of the telescoping upper and lower mem- become ^app gj includcs an interior 

Srs 32.34 is facilitated through the use of a pivot assanbly *e ft-gj- Resistant camouflage material 

36 disposed therein. Note FIG. 6. The telescoping namre of layer ."^""^ includcs a pair of door portions 62 
iTe various members of me frame is preferably afforded by ^mtenor J° ^ while not shown, it 

a saew compression member 37. It should be noted. 35 ^door portions may be included on 

however, tharany one of various telescoping control mecha- ^ d ^"??J ScsrinventtWThe vertical slots64each 
aTsms may be employed. The lower members « are coupkd ™^**S££ snip 66 and a ripper disposed 
with two of the upwardly extendtag receiving : tubes 30 of the have a pile type fastener strip 68 and a 

bottom member 16. The upper 32 have ah^e ^eon «^ rf door portions 62 for closure 

member 38 coupled to the top member. A U-shaped support 40 zipper on ^enppa is located on a top horizontal 

40 extends between upper ends of the lower members 34 of thereof, ^maoiy me is looted 

meSlmber W-^earmemto 20 has opposed^ J^^^S^S of the Shaped slot It should 
members 42 and lower members 44. The UM>er members 42 on J^^XJSvdy. the ripper may also span down 
of the rear member 20 are telescopicaUy received witiunAe bej°te d bottom vertical portion of the 

lower members 44 of the rear member 20 « /.cc-versaL The 45 vanoiUM entire length or a portion thereof 

adjustment of the telescoping W? and lower members aped »n of me bottom vertical 

42.44 isfacititatedthroughtheuscof compre«ion member J^J^^ slot mat is not equipped with the 
disposed thereon. Such compression mem ben may be d^ ^V^ead. preferably equipped with the pde fastener, 
posed either exterior or interior of the telescoping members ^*-™J s of me L-shaped slots are sized to allow 
and may utilize bushings or the like. The compresswn 50 ^ towerpcHtions ^ compliment any alter- 

ntmben may readily be found in the art of swunming pool vanous^ees of ov^g w in Clu des 

£„shes. camera stands, etc. Altonatively. vanous oth« ^iulSefron. and rear windows 70.72. The interior layer 
methods of coupling may be utitized For example, the upper adjusmbte n ^ 74 disposed on lower ends 

and lower members may be foldable instead of telescopmg ^ j „ situated about the periphery at 

and a collar may be disposed over the hinge point to * ^^^r^f jhe loops am included for allowing 
selectively effect erection of the frame The lower members a_ ™ ™ cover systcm to be bowed outwardly to a 
44 of the rear member 20 are coupled with two of die £ ° f ^ ^ which is accomplished by the arcuate 
upwardly extending receiving tubes 30 of the bottom mem- tie { of ^ side may be employed 

ber l6. The upper members 42 of the rear member 20 have ^^° fl one another. Such features allow die mte- 
a hinge member 46 coupled to the top membe ^14, The 60 "Jjjjy^ ^ sy stem to be enlarged in tight spots^ 
folding frame portion 12 is adapted for disassembUng and not further includes an exterior layer 76 

folding into a unit that one person can backpack into a Thecover jstem i» camouflage panels secur- 

wildemess site. The adjustable length frame members pro- ^I-^me interiarlayer 60. Note FIG. 12. The exterior layer 
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two-layer cove, system SS Lps temake the 5-r»rS.a"- 

SSniore natural, wilh a "bushlike" ^ or appear ^ts toward the front of the blind. Note FIG. 18B As 

S the device W^'^ff *J£ *£ in£ G . "C. the arcuate support may be utttaed ^ 

rounded corners formed by the device 10 adds mor snown^ ^ a verdcal portion of the front 

natural, rounded appearance. 3 . , . shaDed s iots may be opened forming the side 

With reference of FIG. 15. the front wmdow inv «ted Ljtep* M. 7 ^ my ^ disposed 

removable screen 80 selectively seated Jw« «J window rea triangular screen 122 

. *T ■ ^ _ v-^. in vets out but can be snot hunting or the UJce. 

^SL secxmnTto buttons 88 positioned on the lower M accomraodate the hunting of various game. For example 
JSTof 2e S A pair of reinforced eyelets 90 are JSJE hunting, a user may close both ofthe inverted 
&2 aX«nt tuppcKge of each strip for releasably ^ wa6 Jf lots of each of the door poruo^ Note 
coSnwiftaplu^ ma {£. to additi o n . the vertical strips may -be pW»» 

3f?Sf iit window. In use. the strips reduce the ^ m It should be noted d«t the ^cea^m 
™f„," of mat cn ters the Wind and further conceals „ ^ ^ d by me ensure of the inverted L-shaped slots in 
ZZ^r tfa user therein. As shown in the Figures, all of £mbk«tion ^ me vertic al strips provides the necessary 
E^rfie^pTS the windows have leaf-shaped for hunting skittish deer. While hunting waten 

protrS therefrom for affording a natural fow , J j^. bom inverted ^shaped slots may be 
look ft should be noted that the rear window may be ^ as shown in FIG. MA 

constructed with features similar to those of me front 30 noted Ihat during any of the 

window. Further, all of the features associated wiA Ae invention, the window and door feahires _prov ide 

windows are designed to be repositioned from inside the ^ combinatiolls to accommodate hunting differen 
blind with very rninimal noise. types of game with various weapons or engaging in otner 

Further provided is an awning 100 having a top face 102 activities such a s photography and observing, 
with a semicircular configuration. The top face is connected 3J ^ ^ maBBa of usagc and operation of the present 
to the frame above the front window in a plane in which the tf &e same should be apparent from the above 

Spof utebUndresides-mtopfaceiscoupledbyme^sof JSptki. Accordingly, no further discussion relating to 
an arcuate rod which has ends which may be inserted witfun ^ of usage and operation will be provided, 

sleeves of the covering. Such awning further has cov "T to u, c above description then, it is to be 

tonrtrtia^^to^teccH**^™™ «o f J^ed K optimum dimensional relationships for die 
utilized.me TO versuspendstoanelevaUonl^elw.*th^ p^tTmvenSn. to mdude variations in ske.matm^s. 
edge of the front window for preventing light and rain from JJ^ 01 ^ ^ ^ner of operation, assembly 

entering the blind, . A ^. t _Xse are deemed readily apparent and obvious to one 

To provide mobility, the foldable frame is adapted to m the art. and all equivalent relationships to those 

collapse thereby forming a back pack 110. As * wn V 1 45 ^£ted£ the drawings and described in the specAcadon 
16. such back pack is equipped with a pair of should* jttaps ^ ^ encompasscd by the present invention 

112. To accomplish such collapsing, the teks^prng long is considered as illustrative only 

supports 26 of the frame are removed ******* of ^ principles of the invention. Further, since numerous 
fronYand rear members 18 & 20 are shortened and pivoted ^ ££ns and changes will readily occur to those stalled 
to reside in a plane in which the top member resides or can 50 «J°™J t to the invention to the exact 

te removed completely and carried. Thereafter^ top "J^^^tion shown and described, and 
member is folded along a central p.vot pomtsuA tot th ^^ons and equivalents may 

cover system may be situated and contained between the faUin within the scope of the invention, 

cross members 22 or attached over cross members 22 and ^ J,^ new and desired to be protected 

folded therein. Also, small gear and the awning device can 55 Whaus c^meo^ ^ ^ ^ fc ^ follows: 
be carried within the folded area. , A folding hunters ground blind for providing comfort 

The present invention is designed to afford both > adjust- J^octXZt for extended periods of huntmg. observing, 
ability and versatility in that it is capable of being altered m photographing wildlife comprising, in com- 

«he field to accommodate the hunting of various types of g 

game and utilizing various types of weapons. For^mp £ 60 folding frame portion including a top member, a bottom 
whin a user wishes to hunt with more interior room or with ^ froTt member, and a rear member, the top 

a compound bow. the arcuate support member may be membe^ ^ rectangular shaped 

assembled and attached to the interior layer of ti* cover pSw..pl«^tyofaossni^ extend betw^ 

ES^WS^^SEE eTmcludin/telUing long and short su^ort, 
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comers of the bottom member having "JfJ" 
ing receiving tubes disposed thereon the front member 
having opposed upper members and lower membos 
^uppeTmembers telescopicauy coupled wifc the 
Swer^mbcrs. me lower members coupled wU* two 5 
of the upwardly extending receiving tubes of the bot- 
tom member, the upper members havmg^g mem- 
ber coupled to the top member, a U-shaped si^port 
extends between upper ends of the lower ***** 
the front member, the rear member having opposed to 
upper members and lower members, the upper menv 
beTof the rear member telescopicaUy coupled wittithe 
lower members of the rear member, the tower numbers 
or the rear member coupled with two of the upwardly 
extending receiving tubes of the bottom member. _ the is 
upper members of the rear member having a hinge 
member coupled to the top member; 
an adjustable arcuate support member secured to *e 
cover system and extending adjacent the rear member ^ 
of the folding frame portion; 
a two-layer cover system dimensioned for extending over 
the folding frame portion and the arcuate support 
member to form an enclosure, the cover system includ- 
ing an interior layer fabricated of water-resistant cam- ^ 
ouflage material the interior layer including a pair of 
door portions formed by inverted L-shaped openings, 
the vertical portions each having a bottom pde type 
fastener strip and a top apper disposed thereon corre- 
sponding to a bottom pile type fastener strip and a top 
zipper on each one of the pair of door portions for 
closure thereof wherein the pile type fasteners allow for 
both covering and frame adjustments, the interior layer 
including side windows with a screen and adjustable 
front and rear windows each with a quietly removable x 
screen that keeps out insects and a plurality of quietly 
removable vertical strips wherein all of the edges of the 
strips and the windows have leaf-shaped appendages 
protruding therefrom, the interior layer having adjust- 
able tie down strips disposed on lower ends thereof and ^ 
further a plurality of tie down loops centrally disposed 
thereon, the cover system, including an exterior layer 
comprised of three dimensional camouflage panels 
securablc to the interior layer, the exterior layer includ- 
ing natural and artificial vegetation. 
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2 A hunters ground blind comprising: 
a frame portion foldable in the form of a backpack: said 
fran/portion includes a top member, a bottom 
member, a front member, and a rear member; 
a cover system dimensioned to extend over the frame 
Portion? said cover system is equipped wifl. a pau of 
EaS L-shaped slots adapted to allow the selective 
opening thereover when hunting various game; 
a front window situated on the cover system with , a 
plurality of vertical strips removably coupled there- 
over ; said front window further has a 
selectively situated thereover, whereby the screen is 
adapted to be penetrated by a weapon during use; 
an adjustable support member is secured to the cover 
sylTadjacenVa rear portion of the frame portion for 
providing more room within the blind for hunting; 
said cover system further has a removable awning with a 
semicircuL configuration situated above :the front win- 
dow for precluding light from entering the blind; 
the top member having a generally rectang ^J^J 
perimeter, a plurality of cross members extend between 
opposed long supports of the perimeter **™ 
member having a generally rectangular ^ 
eter including telescoping long and short supports, 
corners of the bottom member having upwardly extend- 
ing receiving tubes disposed thereon, the front member 
having opposed first upper members and first lower 
members!\aid first upper members ^escopicaUy 
coupled with the first lower members, the first lower 
members coupled with two of the upwardly extending 
receiving tubes of the bottom member, the first upper 
members having a hinge member coupled to the top 
member, a U-shaped support extends between upper 
ends of the lower members of the front member, the 
rear member having opposed second upper members 
and second lower members, the second upper members 
telescopicaUy coupled with the ^°° d, ^ a ™ em ^ S : 
the second lower members coupled with two of the 
uowardlv extending receiving tubes of the bottom 
Ser th^ second upper members having a hinge 
member coupled to the top member. 

***** 
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ABSTRACT 



A frame system that converts to a four-leg support base for 
use with backpacks. The base eliminates the need to carry a 
tripod or monopod. Two threaded bosses are use to accom- 
modate attachments such as a shooting rest or to accommo- 
date surveillance or test equipment. The main part of the 
frame replaces the top hoop found on many external frame 
backpacks. The frame has two angled members that accep 
a pair of legs. These legs are made of several parts to permit 
many configurations. The frame can be removed from the 
backpack as well. This makes a free standing base that can 
be used in seated or prone positions; it also leaves the pack 
portion free to be used separately. Nylon sides or hoods can 
be attached to make the pack assembly act as a blind or a 
windbreak. Also, an aluminum table can be attached to the 
frame for cooking, etc., as desired. 

13 Claims, 12 Drawing Sheets 
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„„™ Other attachments are available. Nylon sides or hoods can 

EQUIPMENT SUPPORT FRAME W»USE J^SSE mak e the pack assembly act as a MM or. 

WITH BACKPACKS AND THE LIKE windbreak . Also, an aluminum table can be attached to the 

TITLE OF THE INVENTION frame for cooking, etc., as desired. 

Equipment Support Frame For Use With Backpacks And 5 BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

a backpack frame. ^tq 15 3 U aside view of a second embodiment of the frame 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION sys ™ 
Outdoor activities are an increasing part of our lifestyle. nG 4 ^ side yiew of a third embodiment of the frame 
Hunting, camping and backpacking account for bdhons ot ^ m 

dollars in equipment sales and permit fees Other than car ^ ^ ^ ^ partiaUy exploded view of , 

camping or use of a recreational vehicle, all overmgh t and ■ showjng ^ p|acernen , 0 f fram e compo- 

m any-day outdoor activities require the use of »me typ £ P for stor 

backpack to hold gear, equipment, clothing and Tood L Many ^ side yiew of a threaded boss, 

backpack styles have been designed to carry this equipment ^ FIG. . a std ^ ^ ^ ^ 

'^Z^^ FIG : 8fl ,asidevie W oftheuniversalequipmentmou„t. 
equipment as well. For example, hunters often use rifles and pio. g b is a side view of the gun support, 
spotting scopes. Many people carry cameras, which can be ^ ^ fe a side ^ of the leg sup p 0 rt. 

rather large if professional photographs are _des ireo\ In using 2$ ^ ^ ^ ^ Qf ^ feg suppon 

jr^^rstsffwai -rn . - *. - - - — -p - * 

convenience, these supports are still bulky and sometimes J0 modified , ready for use. 

heavy to carry. This reduces the amount of other supplies plG n is a side view Q f the upper leg member, 

that can be carried and often limits the length of the trip to pjQ 13 js a side view of the center leg member, 

the field. F j G 14 i s a s i de view of the lower leg member. 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION FIG 15 is a side vi ew of the auxiliary leg member. 

The instant invention overcomes these problems. It is a 35 FIG. 16 is a side detail of a side hood, 

frame system that converts to a four-leg base. This base plG 1? ^ a top v j ew of the portable table, 

eliminates the need to carry a tripod or monopod. The frame ^ Q Jg fa a side ykw q{ the portab i e table, mounted on 

accepts an ultralight head for spotting scopes, binoculars ^ 

cameras, and camcorders. Two threaded bosses are provided 4Q n . f the device with the weight bag 

to hold attachments such as a shooting rest, or to accom- nlace 

have a spotting scope mounted on one side of the frame and of t e threa ed^d, ^ 

a shooting support on the other. 45 FIG. 21 is a rear view oi v 

The main part of the frame is designed to replace the top the side hood in place, 

hoop found on many external frame backpacks. In ordinary DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 

use the main frame acts like the hoop of an ordinary INVENTION 

frame, make the pack into a "quadpod". equipment "j"^-*™' d e signed to be 

Tne threaded bosses are attached to the top of the main 1 * nd 2 ' il is 

frame. When the frame is set up, many types of devices can used w.th ^^P^J^^Zi , 0 « the system 1. 

be attached to the bosses. The ballast of the backpack makes f*^^"^ the support. 

the stand very sturdy and stable, even in windy condit.ons. 5 5 ^^S^tonSl and 2 wo teleLping legs 2 are used 

The support frame can be removed from the backpack as ™ ^ ert it iDt0 a support structure. 

well. This makes a free standing base that can be used m supports are attached to equ.p- 

seated or prone positions; it also leaves the pack portion free ^anous^ot^ ^ _ ^ 3 

to be used separately. j FIG 2 „ is possible to use the support 1 
As in all backpacking, weight ts a critical factor. The 60 ' j back ack . F i G . 3 shows one configuration 
frame and legs are designed from all welded aluminum P a k nG 4 shows an other con- 
construction. Stainless steel fasteners are used for durabi ity. Jim PP ^ components con fi gu - 
When fully assembled, the unit weighs less than one pound. affirm ^ ^ configu . 
When stored on the backpack, there is no bulky packaging ^■JSaJd in greater detail below. 
The unit conforms the dimens.ons of the backpack. This no 65 ™ has sevml cornponen ts. FIGS. 5-15 show 
only produces an ultralight support system, but also one that The support 1 rf £ system L p|G. 5 shows 
saves valuable pack space. 
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3 4 10 is made 

the placement of the major components as carried in .back ^^^^^^^^ tubing LT has 

pack 100. Most external frame backpacks have a harness ot 0 6 ^ ^ rf the leg 10 « 

frame 101 that has two vertical frame members 102 as a u insert ^ ^ fe wlded nto the 

shown. Many backpack frames 101 have a ;^cd hoop that closed w ^ ^ ^ fa 

can be used to tie equipment or other items To use my 5 end oim » threaded to fee oompatlble 

system, the curved hoop is discarded and repUcedwitb J ^^gillta. that are attached to hoop 3. The leg 

new hoop 3. FIG. 5 shows the new hoop 3 as it aligns with win we ang w _ m& ^ B used 

the frame 101. Specific details of the hoop are dKcussed € .taota g » m « ck (see F , G . 5) and for use in 

below. The two telescoping legs 2 are placed within the for securing u,e 1 g p ^ 

vertical frame members 102 for storage, as shown m FIG 5^ to the ^onngurat, ^ ^ ^ 

Se^o i^^MS lo poSL^^^^^^ and^so 

re^rth P lgbho,es3 a inthehoop3( r 

At this point, the backpack can be used normally, with the below In i the fened embomm ^ 

support system being stored out of the way ready for use. As 15 14 J5 long and^ » made of a500 o d ^ 

describedbelow, the support can be madi y Remove \hm tube also ta a 0375 , d Aplug_21 a ^ ^ ^ 

the frame and assembled when needed, without difficulty. u^deo _ he leg 20 to supp wt I 

As shown in FIG. 5, the hoop 3 has a number of emends fromone the top o leg 20^ ^ ^ . & 

components attached to it. Two threaded bosses ,H are pfcg ^ ^ top leg 10 when the 

attached to the top of the hoop 3 as shown. FIGS. 6 and 17 used tt sec » ^ center , eg B 

showoneofthethreadedbosses8.Thebosses8arethreaded foU leg system is u K ^ ^ 

with K-20 threads in a hole 8a, to accept a nfle rest or u^rted £°J°P 8 2o fe ^ ^ ^ 

attachments for spotting scopes, etc FIG. 6 is » side vkw o gSKS -cures the leg 20 within the leg 10. Use 

a boss 8 and FIG. 7 is a top view of the boss. The boss 8 is ^ P & ^ ^ ^ ^ mmMy of the legs 

welded to the top hoop 3 as shown. ^ f ^ ^ of the legs as well. 

FIG. 8a shows a machined fitting 5 that accepts a mount } , 3Q ^ leg is 

such as a VELBON PH-241 camera mount (not showr* FIG. 14 sh ows Urc I ^ ^ ^ j and 

This mount is commonly used to secure cameras vuteo show at ttab^ emhodim J% g 30 is made of 0.390" o^ 

recorders and other similar types of equipment This fitting ^ 2. In the J™ (hreaded stud 31 is a , tache d 

5 has a threaded stud 5a that screws into one of the bosses £ Tmd as shown. The other end of the leg 30 

8 that are welded to the hoop 3 as shown. FIG 8* .show. t. o oneend of tend a a ^ ^ 32 ^ ^ 

"V" shaped gun support 6 that also has a threaded sUid 6« isfitted with am p ^ ^ ^ ^ e ng 

for attaching the gun support 6 to one of the threaded boats case oi th g , ^ ^ ^ £xpanding 

8. In this way, it is possible to mount a spotting scope on the plug 33 that* ^secur ^ ^ 2Q ^ 

stud 5, on one side of the hoop 3, while supporting a nfle on plug 33 is used to se ^ ^ ^ ^ fcg 

Returning to the structure of the device FIG. 5 shows two 4Q f££^^7J£ £ Ts'discussed in greater 

angled members 9 that are attached to the top hoop 3 as configuraUon *f ^ 

shown. FIG. 9a is a side view of one of these angled detai ^JL^ ^bStoert, is eight inches long. The 

members 9. In the preferred embodiment the ang ed, mem- and in JjJ^™™;^ for g fit a n g to the top leg 

bers 9 are 0.625 in solid aluminum stock that are formed as leg 35 is fitted mm *1£ a ^ ^ ^ 

preferred embodiment, the members are set back at an angle the backpack as shown ,n FIG 19 In ^P^J^ 

«f 17« fanole and are tumed out at a 30° angle (angle B). embodiment, the hood 40 is made of CORDURA N Y LUN 

£ FIGS* Sd ^ whichTllustrate these two^ngles. 50 The hood 40 can be made in solid colm, " a camouflage 

^nG 10 is a fro'nt view of the top hoop 3 before it is ^^£^^*JE£ZZZ 

produces a center to center width between the bottom ends inches. The base b- Jj^ 

nf the tube of 13 375 inches. This dimension is important a wind break or as a shelter or par 
bLtltmafchesthewidthoftheverticalmembe^ HGS. 17 and 118 show «o£jJ ^™^ 7 - 

back pack frames. Of course, this dimension can be changed a top v ,ew of the table 50. ftae table nwu » 
as desired to Accommodate any size frame. 60 as shown. The table 50 also has a flat base ^Several Urge 

RG 11 shows a detail view of the top hoop 3 with the holes 53 are provided ^^SL^^- 

threaded bosses 8 and angled members 9, discussed above, are arranged = overt* surfaced^ ^ ^ 

,„ Se basic system, three separate pa ? are used. The first 65 bosses 8. ^^ZVZ. Holes 55 are used to 
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3 „ , r\ a nair of lee attachment members, fixedly attached to 

a number of tapped *-20 holes 56 mount c) * ^ extending outwafdly therefrom; 

h d 0l d dS o a nlvTo b ho,°d f ^Z^r^nZy l d) a pair of telescoping leg members, removably attached 
Ser 57 and sma S WLON fine 58 are attached to the > J said pair of leg attachment members, said pur of 
7aS 50 lS wXr 57 is used as a field screwdriver to s *~^*«^J^^*^?^ 
sture the * 20 screws in the field. The line 58 keeps the £ach kg member of said pa.r of telescoping leg mem- 
washer 57 from being lost. bers further includes . 

HG. 18 shows a side view of the table as mounted to the Q a top leg member , sai d top leg member having a 

ton hoop 3. When used with various configurations of leg means fof 6ngagin g one of said pair of leg attach 

supports the table 50 can be used as a bench rest for to ^ members , ^id top leg member also having a 

shooting or as a table for holding a stove for cooking, bo 

eating, or other activities. When the table 50 is .used I as a member; said center leg me mber being 

bench rest, or the configuration of FIG 4 is used by M > tQ the bottotn of sald top leg 

a weight bag 60 can be used to provide further stability . FIG. member , said center leg member also having a 

19 shows a top view of the FIG. 4 configuration with the 1S www r, 

weight bag 60 in place. The weight bag 60 has a zipper -61 J^Ln leg member, being slidably attached to the 

and is secured to the auxiliary leg 35 using four pins 62 that in) a bo Uo g ^ 

2Stitt&Xtt*&?& e) a^ans for adjusting the length of said pair of 

For all configuration, the lower legs can be fitted with a telescoping legs; and 

J^SJZd a jamb nut 71 asshown in FIG. 20. This , means for temporaril , , lo cking said P^^S 

stud and jamb nut are used to level the assembly in the field ^ a fixed lenglh , deluding i) a first expansion 

The iamb nut 71 is used to tighten up the stud 70 when final removably attached to said center leg member, 

level is reached. This stud and nut combination is an option said top leg meraber when expanded to 

and is not preferred because dirt, mud and snow can block ^ center kg member to a temporarily fixed 

the threads, making the threads useless in the fieW. However position, and UJ 

in bench shooting, the level studs 70 may be pmterrea i- £ ion boltj removab i y attached to said 

because here, cleanliness in not a problem and greater bottom i eg member, that engages said center leg 

accuracy in leveling may be needed. member when expanded to to ck said bottom leg 

Now details of actual use are discussed. FIGS_ 1 and z ^ ^ orarUy flxed position, 

show the legs, fully extended and supporting atodJA rf daim j coapMBg a pair 

FIG. 1 shows a spotting scope 200 in place. Fia 2 shows he i. 1 ne s PP X „ tem . 

universal mount 5 and the "V" shaped gun rest 6 ,s mounted of hoods, r™^^ rf daim j i uprising a 

lees 20 attach to the angled pieces 9 as shown, using the 40 ^ remo vably mounted to said equipment mount, 

threaded studs 22. Two lower legs 30 are then attached to the 6 support sys tem of claim 3 further caapnauf a 

center legs using the expanding plugs 33. By adjusting the ^ removably attached to said threaded bosses, and a 

length ofthe lower legs, 30 this configuration is adjustable means fof attacb jng said table to said threaded bosses, 

from 17 to 24 inches in height. 7. The support system of claim 1 further comprising a gun 

FIG 4 shows the configuration for prone shooting. This 4J mount) removab i y attached to said threaded boss, 

configuration uses the top hoop 3 alone, with auxiliary legs g ^ support system of claim 1 further comprising an 

35 being screwed into the angled members 9. Here a nfle ipment ^nt, removably attached to said threaded boss. 

250 is shown in the "V" shaped gun mount 6. 9 The support system of claim 1 wherein said center leg 

Finally, FIG. 21 is a rear view of the backpack assembly member and said bottom leg member are temporarily fixed 

of FIG. 2, showing two hoods 40 in place. The hoods are ^ and removab i y attached to said pair of leg attach- 

attached to the backpack using the straps provided as » membeR . to form a reduced-height support stand, 

discussed above and may be staked to the ground using the ^ ^ system of daim j comprising a 

D-rings provided. ir of auxi Uary legs, said pair of auxiliary legs having a 

The present disclosure should not be construed in any p ^ fof removably attaching said pair of auxiliary legs to 

limited sense other than that limited by the scope ; ot tne attachment members. . 

claims having regard to the teachings herein and the prior art 11 The support system of claim 10 wherein said pair of 

being apparent with the preferred form of the invention VP r ^ movably attached to said pair of leg 

23 tfttZttZSSA £S- 1— - — ■— «*• - 

invention and may be subject to change by skilled persons port f daim u further comprising a 

within the scope of the invention without departing from the 60 ^up^ort system «r ^ ^ ^ (o 

concept thereot. ^ 

1.-.— i-i-S-5i— 

b) at least one threaded boss, fixedly attached to said top ***** 
loop, for securing an attachment piece thereto; 
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r 57 j ABSTRACT 

Aportable barrier apparatus is disclosed in this specification 
defining a multi-sectioned barrier for protects . against 
wind and sand in various outdoor environments. Add.tion- 
X the barrier may be assembled and used as a child or pet 
restraint enclosure, a privacy barrier, or a temporary per- 
sonal effect storage site. The apparatus includes a connected 
plurality of flexible barrier panel members which may be 
supported in an upright manner with a plurahty of pole 
members The apparatus further includes a back pack or 
S« dev ce for transporting the barrier in an undeployed 
configuration. The invention provides that the back pack can 
Sependently utilized away from the barrier. The mven- 
Uon further provides an accessory enclosure structure wh.ch 
is attachable to the barrier. 

20 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets 
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PORTABLE ENVIRONMENTAL BARRIER ^^^^^^S^^^T^y^ 
APPARATUS associated with separate enclosures of the present invention 

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED 

APPLICATIONS 5 P°™ fo b r a ^ e r in a wid e variety of outdoor settings, e.g., 

This application claims the benefit of priority pursuant to beaches> sporti ng events, picnic areas «W «*J ™ * 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION ^^l^^^^ 
1. Field of the Invention The rt me mbers may be multi-part poles which 
The field of the present invention relates generally to ^ from a storage onentabon Stdl 
improvements in portable environmental barriers, and more ™ > ^ of ^ t inventI0n provides that the 
particularly to a portable screen that can be easily earned by anot P when transported or stored , may be 
a user in a compact backpack configurat.on. Portable screen bam p accumulated for US er transport wtthtn a 
barriers are particularly useful in outdoor envtronmen^ to back k portion may be parable from the 
provide protection from blowing d.rt, s^and, and other debns^ J , barrier device , 0 allow individual use once 
When used as a wind barrier, these devices are especially en environmenlal barrier is erected. The back pack porUon 
useful in beach environments, where wind blown sand and a of pockets of enc 0 sures for user 
other debris may be a nuisance. Alternate ^es for he J another of , he ent mven .on pro- 
portable environmental barrier of the present invenUon vides accessory enclosure panels which may be attached o 
include a child or pet restraint enclosure, a privacy barrier, environmental barrier to form a substantially 
and a temporary equipment and personal effect storage site. endMed region for additional privacy, protection from the 
2 Brief Discussion of the Prior Art sun> or storage of personal effects and the like. 

jsr i cr re iff r rrp = „, description „ f ™ 

environment, the use of environmental screens is desirable , Q ^ ^ ^ pe(Spective view of a deployed environmental 

to prevent wind-blown dirt, sand, and other debm mm according to the present invention; 

contacting the user thereof or otherw.se being depositee 1 on elevational view of an environmental 

or near the user. Additionally, environmental screens may FIG. 2b a side ^ ^ ^ an 

fiveH screens are effective in providing protection against the barrier of FIGS. 1 and Z; 

wind and blowing objects, they are of course expensive, FIG. 4 is a perspective view of the environmental barrier 

Sonary statures which are impossible to transport. As a of F1GS j J 2 , shown in the transport orientation within 

result for those who find themselves outdoors on windy 4Q the backpack portion; 

days either move to the shelter of a fixed wind fence or else nG g fe a perspective view of the environmental barrier 

suffer the discomfort and inconvenience of wind and blow- rf RG& j an(J 2> shown in ^ transport orientation withm 

ing dirt and sand. the backpack portion; 

Prior art portable environmental screens are generally pIQ fi fe a partia , perspective view of the environmental 

multiple paneled screens vertically supported by poles 45 q£ f , g 2; 

inserted into the soil. U.S. Pat. No. 4,778,090 to Facchina ? ^ ^ ^ elevational view of lhe pole supports of 

discloses a portable barrier device which can be _carr.ee I as ;a _ g| invention; and 

"back pack." The Facchina device simply includes a pur ot v sectional view of the environmental 

rr;a«v:? - ~ - » J - - 

portion is disclosed as being separable from the wind barrier DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 

panels in Facchina. PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION Referring to the drawings in detail, the numeral 10 

Tne present invention specifically addresses the above 55 

mentioned deficiencies of the prior art wind screens. More FIGS l and 2 , and in un-deployed, non- 

particularly, and in illustrated embodiments, the present trans P° rt ° rientati ° n * RGS * "* 

Invention is a portable ^^J^^S KS£ iSted in FIG. 1, the environmental barrier 10 

which can be stowed and user-carried within a backpack a. barrief , mem bers 12 

or similar appliance. The environmental [barrier of the 60 mcudes a plura y fey ^ 

present invention may easily be carried by a ^ user when ^J^ 6 J 1 ^ here as collapsible pole members 14. 

packaged in a non-functional configurat.on within the back members 1 J a device ^ of similar 

pack, and deployed in a functional configuration to Device nce which is adapted to contain the 

adequately protect the user from blowing grass sand, and use bac k ~t PP membefS 14 

othe'r debris. Additional uses for the present invention 65 plurality of bamer p. in ^ 2 , may als0 

include a child or pet restraint enclosure and a privacy Bk£ pacK a« , 

screen. Still another use for the present invent.on is as an supported by poie 
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^ . ; nnP r surface of the sleeve 18. Alternatively, the fastening 

back pack device 16 may be detached from the environ- umer ^urtace & ^ ^ d tQ th ^ 

mental barrier structure 10 and separably utilized. Environ- JJ2j£"* ta barrier pane l member 12 near its lower 

mental barrier 10 may be erected upon sand ot «. |jod W- J ^K). other types of fastening structure 30 may 

in a variety of functional configurations For uistance, tne £ s * dated by those skilled in the art. 

nvironmenta. barrier 10 shown in H^-^g* 5 ^ £ „oJ to FIG. 7, a pair of poles 14 are shown 

to enclose an area within the environmental bar ner IAS uch Kete g non . funcUonal con fi guraUO ns 

a configuration may be desired to provide a degree < t dlusu»t.ng ^ ^ two-part pote» 14 

privacy to the user or provide a safety enclosure for chddren for the ^poles ^ Each membef M h a 

or pets The deployed configuration of the barrier 10 of FIG. as well Kno pene tration and a blunt end 48 for 

1 may also be'uld as an equipment deposit s,t< . or earn M '^^^ t J^^M^^OB. 

gathering location for outdoor team everts AlUnntarfy 26 and 7, each pole member 14 may include a depth indici a 

with reference to FIG. 2, the envuonmental barrier 10 may 2 ^^^ tQ the assembler the desired depth to which 

be linearly erected, i.e. used as a wind fence structure^ 47 tor _ g^ ^ ^ ^ 4? be 

Referring to FIGS. 1 and 2, environmental barrier 10 is P 14, an O-ring secured to the pole 

illustrated in deployed functional onentatmns Indivrfual 15 * Une ""J, ^ mar king(s). In an illustrated 

barrier panel members 12 may be manufactured from flex- ^ d m indicia 47 * space d approximately 8 

ible material or fabric alternatives. In one embodiment a embo • P a ^ end ^ of a pole 14 . other 

single length of rip-stop nylon may be used as the barrier . ' , es 14 may be practicable. Furthermore, a 

panel members 12. Barrier panel members 12 are supported mult.pi J P fi ions and materia ls of construction 

at either end by poles 14 which interact with support 20 variety 

structures 18. In the illustrated embodiments, support struc- J ^ (he bafrier device 10 is 

tures 18 are sleeves being orthogonally fliSSSta its non-functional storage and transport con- 

the longitudinal extent of each barrier panel member ^12. derated m ^ ^ ^ 

Referring to FIGS. 2 and 8, individual support structures 18 ^ luralit of pockets 34 in the interior 

may alternatively be formed by a p nch , an .sew procedu 25 J"^ rf ™&* 16. Backpack 16 includes addi- 

17 to form a light fitting sleeve 18' for the poles 14 to shde ^ w J h be used for accessory storage^ 

through and support the barrier pane members 12. ona^poc backpack 16 is user supported 

Furthermore, it is appreciated that support s nictures 18 may .« ™™> ^ructure 24. The backpack 16 includes a 

be formed in a variety of manners so that Ae barrier pane JJjfj^™ fof enclosing the barriers 12 within the 

members 12 can be supported by poles 14. For instance the 30 .^^^ seaUng structure 38 may be a zipper, 

poles 14 may be received through elongate sleeves 18 tha backpack 16. I he * Qf Qther ^ ^Ung 

span the height of the barrier panel members 12. As still buttons, noon v 

further examples, support structure 18 may include loops devices. 

Zugh which poles 14 may be threaded, hook and loop Re emnj 5 agam to JW^J^J stnicture 5 P 0 pro . 

invention includes a detachable backpack member 16. Back- pole 14. in ^ ^ secured at 

pack 16 includes a body 20 having f^^f^rected barrier panel members 12 The 

a strap structure 24 for securing the device 10 to user aconci ol n ^ tQ ^ bamw 

Referring again to FIGS. 4 and 5, the interior region j of J^W^ P a yariet J of known man ners, e.g., 

the backpack 16 is sized to receive the "deployed plurality 45 hook and loop fasteners, etc. Alternative 

of barrier panel members 12 and support poles 14. Backpack ftWooK P ^ ^ ^ 

member 16 is temporarily attached to t he ^ barne IJ-J skiUed in the art. 

member 12 by securement stnicture 26, which may be a apprecia j t ransp ort the device 10 in the 

Spper, buttons, a hook and loop type fastening system, or In op aUon, backpack 16 to an 

other known fastening structure. The backpack member 16 50 non-func ° n ^™ user re , easc s the envi- 

may be detached from the barrier structure 12 and separably outdoor location When JjJ™*"^ ^ structure 

Szed for carrying or storage purposes. Alternative* as J^^J^^^^tt^pofc. 

illustrated in FIG. 2, the backpack member 16 may rema n 38 ^ um«Uu^» SShJwtac manipulated to length and 

secured to the barrier panel members 12 and be supported n 14 are then "tended or 01 structures 18 of the 

anuprightmannerby apolesupport 14 and support structure 55 securement devices 30 are 

18.Asaresult,mesupportedbackpackmemberl6performs tamer V^^T^ barrier pane , members 12 to 

the additional role of a barrier panel. Still additionally he ben fastened ^ m ™£ ,n ™° men b P e erected in a vari ety 

backpack member 16 may include pockets or insulated the P 0 ^^* .^/^^J "^enclosure of FIG. 1, a fence 

regions 28 for storage of food, personal effects, or acces^- 0 configu ations, ^ » an w 

rils which are readily accessible to the user within the 60 *^^%^*ZJri1^"*V«V« 

barrier 10 enclosure. in^ted bv the Dole depth indicia 47. The accessory 

Referring now to FIGS. 2, 6, and 8, the device 10 further dep th by th e pole P ^ ^ 

includes a plurality of fastening structure 30 ^emporarUy en o su^ structor^ 50 , mjy ^ ^ piufa 
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5 „ hht 7 The annaratus according to claim 1, wherein the back 

pack 16 with one or more poles 14 in a Z™^.^ pJksSS "farther includes a support structure for receiv- 
manner to form an additional wind barrier section and pack structur mem ^ said support structlire 

Sate user access to the pockets 28 withu .the ^backpack ^J^Kd pole member capable of supportmg the 
16. Alternatively, once the barrier panel members 12 are ana u m 

erected, the user may detach the backpack 16 from the 5 back . ^ ^ ^ wherein the 

barrier panel members 12 and separably use the backpack 16 * « PP 

for storage or transport or other use. Upon departuK ^from ««-l-»c^ (o ^ wh m t ba * 

the outdoor location the user may collapse ^^"JJ nack structure further includes a sealing structure for sub- 
remove the poles 14 from the sleeves 18, fold or o * e T^ £idW enclosing the interior region there of from access, 
accumulate the plurality of barrier panel members 12 pi ce to stantiaUy en ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ compm . 
the collapsed poles 14 in the inner pockets 34 of the iu. 

backpack 16, and enclose the barrier panel members 12 mg. ^ rf panels 

within the backpack 16 with seahng structure 38. "SHSfiTSc plurality of flexible barrier panel 

It is understood that the exemplary portable env.ronmen- anaa^ defining , subst 

tal barrier 10 described herein and shown ,n the drawings M region when attached to the plurality of 

represents only a presently preferred embedment of J be jaUy cn cio g ^ 

invention. Indeed, various modifications and additions may t /™ r p 0rtable P environmental barrier apparatus, said 
be made to such <f^£Xf^2T& apj rams comprising: 

spirit and scope of the invention. Thus, these ana omer vv _ nnertef , oluralitv of flexible barrier panel members, 

, b,ck p.ek srrnclnra »cl.din 8 . body, M >M ^Sl^d^d5i*C«lili2*l« ■«« 

,„, , strap r a»« for support b.ck pack Wbkta- «* ^P J^J 

sttoclure on Che user; ind » ,™„|«s iraordillg lo oliioi U. wnercin Ibe 
s.rT.^rat*,.^ 

ft. b.pk psck sbnc.rK. is sizori » «.« «» plur.ltty of S^JSSX. H«-«J of'tanh. p«el m- 

"t"^ ~,o 1 sub.™ - o, bora u, uub.rein tbn 

^!T„ f ,hn b.ck puck s.racrurc is s.*d » reeve ,b. ^^^^ „ ,,. „b«bin .ho 

. pluraliry of fastening disposed * • .0 cf.in, U.»bc,oi» OK back 

edge of die plurality of burner punel numbers for " "further mcludeissupporcslnrcnrre forrecurv- 

«„porart,y^xi» 8 .buplura l i,y.fb. m o,p.n. l ™«. g^X^^Jt^n*™*** 

bors 10 Ihe plurality of pole menibers. «f~S.d pole c.p.Wo of supporting rbe bsck pick sppL- 

sleeve, said top sleeve and bottom sleeve being s.zed to ^^SJfiS includes a sealing structure for sub- 
receive at least a portion of one of the Pole ™^ P ^X "nZlg the interior region thereof from access. 

6. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the 65 sta "i ia ^ e °"°^^ according to claim 11, further compris- 

plurality of flexible barrier panel members are formed from 19. The apparatus g 
a single sheet of fabric. 
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an accessory enclosure structure formed of flexible panels 
and attachable to the plurality of flexible barrier panel 
members, said enclosure structure defining a substan- 
tially enclosed region when attached to the plurality of 
flexible barrier panel members. 

20 The apparatus according to claim 19, wherein the 
accessory enclosure structure includes a generally triangu- 
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larly shaped top panel and a side panel having an opening for 
user access, wherein said top panel and said side panel may 
be secured to a corner portion of an enclosure defined by a 
deployed plurality of flexible barrier panel members. 
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[57] ABSTRACT 

The invention provides a cushion and backpack combination 
induTne a back support cushion and seat support cushion 
ha are Connected by a pair of shoulder straps. Both the back 
th on^nd Seat cushion include additional straps for secur- 
£E cushions to an object. The back cushion incudes 
migrated pockets, and the seat cushion has letachably 
ponded p'acks on each side. 

folded over onto the seat cushion and then tied onto the seat 
cuLhion using the securing straps to form a sing e ^backpack 
unit. By placing the carrying straps over each shoulder, the 
sportsman may carry both the cushions and the packs. 

5 Claims, 5 Drawing Sheets 
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SPORTSMAN'S CUSIHON AND BACKPACK ^^J^t£fi£2S?5 

„chon STMS St 

•me present application relates to a cushion for supporting , become ap p are nt to those persons skilled in the art rorn ia 

ahSUacka^buttocksandasupplypouchforcarry.ng study of the drawi ngs and - "^Jj 

hunting supplies, and more particularly to a cushion and detailed description of a preferred embodiment of the inven 

supply pouch combination adapted for convenient carnage tion 

=: sassjirsi^srjsi! ,„ b R ,e F b**™* » p the 

by persons while hunting- The invent i on w ill be further described in connection with 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION *-^£^J-i* - fc ^ 

Sportsmen, including hunters, carry many supplies while backpack combination of the present invention in an 

hunting including such items as a rifle, shotgun, bow, extended position. 

ammunition, bug spray, flashlight, game scents and calls, FIG 2 is a plan view of the back side of the present 

gloves, extra clothing, food, blanket, etc. Further, sportsmen .^emion ^ aQ extended position. 

often desire to carry a cushion to use when resting or when perspe ctive view of the cushion and backpack 

needed for a comfortable hunting experience, sportsmen illustrating its use as a seat and backrest in a ladder type 

often find themselves burdened by the chore of carrying the stand. 

a^rtmVnt of hems. Often, sportsmen will carry a large 25 F , G 4B j, a perspec tive view of the present mvention 

backpack to store the needed equipment. However, these illustrating its use as a seat and backrest in a tree cnmoer 

known backpacks are not adapted for convenient use m sUnd 

hunting stands in combination with a cushion device. DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

Acombination cushion and carrying assembly is shown in UfclAiLtu 

U S Pat No. 4,190,918. From a review of this patent, it is Referring to FIG. 1, a preferred embodiment ot tne 

seen that the carrying assembly is carried by hand and the j^^ion is shown. A cushion and backpack combination 2 

cushion device is adapted for use in stadium type seats. For ^ shown haying a back support cus hion 4 and a seat support 

hunting it is desirable to carry the pack on one's back to free cushion 6 Each of the cush ions comprise a filling ot toam 

up the hands for carrying armaments, game, and other items of Qther ^ and sup portive material contained 

unable to fit into a pack. Further, combination cushion and a sheU of canvass or other suitable covering material 

packing devices like that in U.S. Pat. No. 4,190,918 have not of febric Qf suUable material. The outer shell may include a 

met the need for a cushion and pack that is versatile enough camouflage des i gn especially suited for hunting. The back 

to be conveniently used in locations such as various types of suppor , mshio0 4 and se at support cushion 6 are connected 

hunting stands. There exists a need for such a device in that together by shoulder strap means such as the shoulder straps 

sportsmen will sometimes suffer back injury and discomfort g shown in F1G L ^ shoulder straps 8 are of sufficient 

from sitting in stands and trees without cushioning and also )ength tQ permit p i acem ent of the shoulder straps over a 

by trying to access a backpack that is required to be kept erson . s head for carrying the cushions 4 and 6. 

remote from the location of a hunter in a stand or tree. Alternatively, the shoulder straps 8 may be made adjustable 

« in length. Each cushion 4 and 6 has attached thereto addi- 

SUMMARY OF INVENTION tional securing means. A first securing means is comprised 

Tta present invention provides a cushion and backpack -•"^^^^^S^^ 

combination for use by sportsmen when hunting that • "^JJJ^S^pTS^ to the seat support 

includes a back cushion and seat cushion that are connected 12 and n ^cu^mg strap U ^ ^ 

by a pair of shoulder straps. Both the back cushion and seat 5 o cushion , 6 _ The fostand »jjd^ g on 

Sdin^S " J^^^^^-f^ 

^SS^^^c^^toucnbg support cushion 4. These storage pockets 16 may be 

™ o form a single backpack unit. By placing the grate d into the back support cushion A and may include 

cSini *Z overeach shoulder, the sportsman may Leral compartments 18 as well as include zippers, jnaps 

Accordingly, one object of the present mven Uon ,is to fte pockete ^« ^ ^ ^ 

provide a combination cushion and carrying pack for use by ™ bl ^ pa ^7 are attached on each side of the seat 

sportsmen, including hunters. Another object of the inven- 22 and a ^ ^ pa ^ M of the inventio n 



5,927,575 

4 



^ u . „„i„ curves as a cushion when used as suggested in FIG. 4, 

men. of the packs 22 and 24 from the seat support cushion J«J of ^ designed to convert to a 

6 In this preferred embodiment, the strap links 26 are held but has a y ^ ^ ^ d d 

onto the seat support cushion 6 by cross straps .30. Othe ^^dta co ^ nc tion with a hunting excursion in which 

va tons means including snaps anc I Velcro may be » e I for >t a J nd backrest may be desired. Therefore the 

attaching the packs 22 and 24 individually such that hey 5 M ^ a ^ and B particularly 

may be'erooved from the seat ^ •jg Adapted and suitable for use by the sportsman or hunter ha 

accomplishing the desired objectives. The strap links 26 adape ^ ^ ^ ^ h ^ 

provide a convenient means for attaching £ ^ w » b £ a ^i a tree while hiking, or any similar type of situation 

J.cks 22 and 24 whUe allowing the removable packs to be gamst a ^ ^ ^ ^ be desired 

Lily folded onto the top of the seat support cushion 6 for wh* enibodiments of the inveD tio„ have been 

use as a backpack as shown in FIG. 3. K „,JS bribed those skilled in this art will recognize 

ta order to convert the cushion and backpac *£™£3S^ «f be made iD *- 

2 into a backpack, removable packs 22 and 24 are to ded ^ irft and ^ of the 

32 on his back while the back support cushion 4 with pnsing: 

integrated pockets 16 rests on the sportsman's chest. The a back supp ort cushion, 

first securing means, first strap 10, may be wrapped around a ^at support cushion; 

to £2£ waist to secure the cushion and backpack shoulde P r P strap mea ns for connecting the back ^upport 

combination 2 to his body for carrying. Further, the exposed ^ seal support cushlon such that the appa- 

side of the back support cushion 4 may be covered with a ^ be carried Qver a person s shoulders; 

a stand 40 is shown each being of a different variety. In FIG. or person; 

lithe stand 40 is a ladder type tree stand like that hunters a ^nd securing means attached to the """VP™ 

oten ust fc .hunting deer. In FIG. 4B, the stand 40 is a ^on for securing the seat support cushion to an 

cltbe^ uTZi also commonly used by hunters. The 35 object or for securing the packs to the seat support 

nresent invention is especially adapted to be used on any of cushion. .„,,,,t,„ m 

fhe tool tvpe of hunting stands. The detachable packs 22 2 . A combination cushion and backpack apparatus _as 

and?4Tay be removed lorn the seat cushion 6 so that the claimed in claim 1 that includes a bnghtly «J«d»fledw. 

packs and straps do not interfere with securing the cushion 4o material on said back support cushion and said seat support 

6 Z the invention „ disposed on a tree combing ^^^S^ 

trunk 38 and the stand 40. Thereby, the back support cushion claimed in claim 1 in which said packs 

4^^^^.^^^^ the seat ^pport a*. ^ 

38 by wrapping the first securing means, first strap lU.aoou 45 4. A comuinaii sho ulder strap means 

the tree trunk and tightening. Further, the seat support claimed ,n claim 1 m J h f sa ^ able in ^ 

cushion 6 is placed in a horizontal flat position on the stand ^^^^^ZfSf^ apparatus as 

40, and the seat support cushion 6 is secured to the stand 40 S^A conation cushion £ ^ ^ 

by wrapping the second securing means, second and third cla med in c aim 1 ™ J™ n t alUaa 

sttaps 12 and 13, about the stand 40 and tightening It is an 5Q chides a firs Jjf * P f ™^ ends of the first strap 

s^xt » ass ssrra sits 

be able to conveniently carry the gear along with cushion means ^"^Jjl^^L connecting the ends 
and armaments for hunting without the task becoming a suppor ^^^1^ strap may be tightened 
burdensome chore. ™ 

It is appreciated from the foregoing specification that the 60 about an object, 
present invention entails a generally simple and relatively , * * * * 

inexpensive cushion and backpack combination 2 that not 
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[57] ABSTRACT 

A portable shelter is provided including a frame : having a 
base and a collapsible upper portion. A cover is removaMy 
mounted on the upper portion of the frame A . pan of 
shoulder straps are each coupled to the base of the : frame fo 
allowing the same to be worn on a back of a user. Next 
provided is a bag mounted on the base for recemng the 
cover. 

14 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets 
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BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION ^Ott^^^g 

maie squdi* _ . o _ n9 «.: n „ a ff un or fishing 



1. Field of the Invention 



T*e present invention relates to tents and more parties- ^^S^^^^^o^m 

larly pertains to a new portable ^^f/^ Vertically oriented bisecting slit is formed in the mesh 

fishing, hunting and sleeping within a unit which is easily JJMJ^ ^ rectangulaf mt outs of the second and 

transported and assembled. id walk of ^ canvas are each also equipped Witt a 

2. Description of the Prior Art 1 . Uy 0M|te , to a top edge of the ower regular 

The use of tents is known in the prior art. More J ^ the ^d or , m rd side watt of 

s JcificaUy, tents heretofore devised and utilized are known y of snap fasteners mounted about » P«£W 

fcfsTst basically of familiar, expected and obvious struc- an ^ surface thereo f for reasons hat will become 

tural configurations, notwithstanding the myriad of designs heKiaifle r. Each of the flaps ha. a firs oneotaUon 

encompassed by the crowded prior art which have been 15 W ^ to ^ u , ou . When in the first 

developed for the fulfillment of Countless object.ves and orjentatioD) , he flap s are held in place by way of snap 

requirements. fasteners mounted along a bottom edge of th .flap - These 

rH^"' N °- 4J51 ' 015 - ™ d u s N0 ■ P te^JrJXK^a'3^.■ 

Conventional concepts and designs of the for art and in so ^ faC e and of one of 

is easily transported and assembled. coupled J^*"*— g& Up has , plurality of snap 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION fasteners for coupling with those of the side wall of the 

, . • tu~~* in the canvas After use, the stanchions and the interconnect rods 

In view of the foregoing disadvantages inherent in the cawtLAW ^ Me such that the sa me may be stored 
knowntypesof tents now present ,n the prior art, the present * £ d rods of th e frame. Such corn- 
invention provides a new portable collapsible shelter con- ^^^J within the boU ow elongated rods 
struction wherein the same can be u dized for fishing, ponerts d Qn ends of the elongated rods, 
hunting and sleeping within a unit which is easily trans- 35 ^«jjemov. ly^ ^ ^ flange 
ported and assembled. formed on its end. FIGS. 1 & 2 show a pair of flexible 

The general purpose of the present invention, which wdl ^ ^ & loop fonned on each end. 

be described subsequently in greater detail, is to provide , a sn ^ fof feceived by one of the e „d caps 

new portable collapsible shelter apparatus and method v ^ frame may be wom on a back D f a 

which has many of the advantages of the tents mentioned 4 o suc ° ^ ^ ^ lo ^ base of 

heretofore and many novel features that result in a new ■ ^ ^ ^ a M for elective 

portable collapsible shelter which is not antacipated ren- ^ Mer use> the canvas, stanchions, intercon- 

dered obvious, suggested, or even implied by any of the ^ may ^ st0fed within the bag 

prior art tents, either alone or in any combination thereof. ^ • ^ may be transpor ted on the back 

To attain this, the present invention generally comprises a 45 rf ^ ^ 

frame having a base with a pair of hollow elongated rods and ^ ^ been out i ined; ratn er broadly, the more 

a pair of short rods coupled between the elongated rods. {eatures of the inve ntion in order that the detailed 

Such coupling is effected adjacent to and spaced from ends description thereof that follows may be better understood, 

of the elongated rods for reasons that will soon become in order that the present contribution to the art may be 

apparent. The frame further includes a plurality of stan- 50 iated . There are additional features of the 

chions releasably connected to the base and extending will be described hereinafter and which will 

upwardly therefrom. Associated therewith is a plurality ot ^ subject q{ ^ daims appen ded hereto, 

interconnect rods coupled between the stanchions at a cen- before explaining at least one embodiment 

tral extent thereof and at a top end thereof. As such an invention in detail, it is to be understood that the 

intermediate square support and an upper square support are 55 ot fa application to the details of 

defined, respectively. As shown in FIG. 3, the upper square ^ fa arrangements of the components set 
support includes a diagonal interconnect rod Next provided description or illustrated m the draw- 
is a camouflage canvas including a top wall and four side ortt. ^ J • b , e of other embodiments and of 
walls for being removably slid over the stanchions and wg* * ^ ^ fa various ^ t IS 
interconnect rods of the frame. As shown in FIG. 3, a first 60 ood that the phraseology and terminology 
one of the side walls includes a square cut out. Such square ^ fof ^ e of d escnption and 
cut out is formed in the first side wall between the , interme- empljy ^ ^ ^ 

diate square support and the upper square support off the art wM appreciate that the 

frame. For passing a gun or fishing .pole a £urahty o ^on which this disclosure is based, may read,^ 

vertically aligned apertures are formed in the first side wall 65 ™W™£J bagis for the designing of other structures, 
tS^^ff^VZ 2 5ST- syst^ for carrying out the several purposes 



6,021,794 

4 



of the application. The abstract is neither intended to denne invention . 

Sle invention of the application, which is measured by he nG g fe a peRpective view 0 f the present invention in a 

claims, nor is it intended to be limiting as to the scope ot the prone deployed orientation for sleeping. 

invention in any way. 15 FIG 6 is a s id e cross-sectional view of the bed ot toe 

It is therefore an object of the present invent.on to provide .^.^ ^ a , Qng line 6 _6 sho wn m FIG. 5. 

a new portable collapsible shelter apparatus and method V PPFFERRED 

which has manv of the advantages of the tents mentioned DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 

heretofore % .many novel features that result in a new EMBODIMENT 

portable collapsible shelter which is not anticipated ren- ^ tQ ^ drwingSt and in particular to 

dered obvious, suggested, or even implied by any of the 6 thereof) a new portable collapsible shelter 

prior art tents, either alone or in any combination thereof. th f princip i es and concepts of the present inven- 

It is another object of the present invention to provide a J» J » designated by the reference numeral 10 

new portable collapsible shelter which may be easily and ^ ^ described 

efficiently manufactured and marketed. 25 The nt inven ti on , designated as numeral 10, includes 

It is a further object of the present invention to prov.de a £ . a base ^ a pair 0 f hollow elongated 

new portable collapsible shelter which is of a durable and ^ ^ an(J a * of short rods 16 fixedly coupled between 

reliable construction. lhe elongated rods. Such coupling is effected adjacent to and 

An even further object of the present invention is to d from ends of the elongated rods for reasons that win 

provide a new portable collapsible shelter which is suscep- 30 soon become apparent. Note FIG. 2. 

tible of a low cost of manufacture with regard to both ^ ffame furthef inclndts a plurality of stanchions 18 

materials and labor, and which accordingly is then suscep- connec(ed t0 the base an d extending upwardly therefrom, 

tible of low prices of sale to the consuming public, thereby Afflodated therewith is a plurality of interconnect rods 20 

making such portable collapsible shelter economically avail- ^ betweeQ , he stanchions at a central extent thereof 

able to the buying public. 35 an / a , , top end thereof. As such, an intermediate square 

Still vet another object of the present invention is to , and an upper square support are denned, respec- 

provide a new portable collapsible shelter which provides in tf j ^ shown in FIG. 3, the uppe r square h su PP° rt '^ d f! 

Ke apparatuses and methods of the prior art some of the a di / , interconne ct rod 21. It should be noted hM the 

advantages thereof, while simultaneously overcoming some b stanchions, and interconnect rods may be collapsiD y 

of the disadvantages normally associated therewith. 40 assem bled by way of hinges removable male and female 

Still another object of the present invention is to provide j oints , or the like, 

a new portable collapsible shelter for fishing, hunting and Next rovided is , camouflage canvas 22 deluding ^a top 

These together with other objects of the invention along the square cut out ^ 
with the various features of novelty which charactenze the 55 Second and thud opposed ^ a fl 

invention, are pointed out with particularity in the claims have an upper MP* cut ou 34 J 

to which to. «. ilh^.W p™*— "bo*™"" of Ibe n.F 36 J^S* oeieoleel hiseolir* f M 

invention, is formed in the mesh iMterial. The lower recrangulnr cul 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS „„„„, , be ^coml end IhW aoe w.lls ot lhe (aims area cb 
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mounted about a periphery of an interior surface thereof for 
reasons that will become apparent hereinatter. 

Each of the flaps has a first orientation for covering the 
associated cut out When in the first orientation the flaps are 
in plact by way of snap fasteners mounted along a 
ooHom edge of the flap. These snap fasteners couple wttta 
sn^Leners lining a bottom edge of : the assoc. atec lent, ut 
Each flap is also capable of a second orientation ro led up 
and tied in place by way of a pair of ties coupled to the top 
edge of the associated cut out. 

FIG 6 shows an inflatable bed 44 with a rectangular 
configuration. The inflatable bed is formed of a lower face 
an upper face and a periphery formed therebetween Such 
periphery is equipped with a size and shape simflar to that 
X7of side" w'alls of the canvas. The lower face has a 
peripheral Up 46 integrally coupled thereto wh^ch extends 
there from in coplanar relationship therewith. This periph- 
eral lip has a plurality of snap fasteners for coupling with 
those of the side wall of the canvas. 

In use, the frame and canvas has an erected orientation for 
allowing a user to hunt and fish from within. Note FIG. 3. 
When in such orientation, weights such as rocks may be 
placed on the elongated rods to maintain the frame erect. As 
shown in FIG. 5, the frame and canvas may be laid in a prone 
orientation with the bed snappily coupled to the canvas. In 
such orientation, a user may use the present invention as ; a 
protective tent. Ideally, the frame has dimensions of 4x4x6 
feet when in use. 

After use, the stanchions and the interconnect rods of the 
frame are collapsible such that the same may be stored 
within the hollow elongated rods of the frame. Such com- 
ponents are maintained within the hollow elongated rods 
with caps 48 removably mounted on ends of the elongated 
rods. The caps are each equipped with a radially extending 
flange formed on its end. 

FIGS 1 & 2 show a pair of flexible shoulder straps 50 
each with a closed loop formed on each end. The straps serve 
for being received by one of the end caps such that the base 
of the frame may be worn on a back of a user. 

Lastly, a canvas bag 52 has a face coupled to the base of 
the frame and an opening with a lid for allowing selective 
access thereto. During use, the bag serves as a bottom ot the 
canvas. After use, the canvas, stanchions, interconnect rods 
and inflatable bed may be stored within the bag such that 
present invention may be transported on the back of the user. 
It should be noted that either the elongated rods or the 
canvas bag may be used to store the collapsible upper 
portion of the frame depending on the means by which the 
frame is made collapsible and the desires of the user. 

As to a further discussion of the manner of usage and 
operation of the present invention, the same should be 
apparent from the above description. Accordingly, no furthe 
discussion relating to the manner of usage and operation will 
be provided. 

With respect to the above description then, it is to oe 
realized that the optimum dimensional relationships for the 
parts of the invention, to include variations in size, materials, 
shape, form, function and manner of operation, assembly 
and use, are deemed readily apparent and obvious to one 
skilled in the art, and all equivalent relationships to those 
illustrated in the drawings and described in the specification 
are intended to be encompassed by the present invention. 

Therefore, the foregoing is considered as illustrative only 
of the principles of the invention. Further, since numerous 65 
modifications and changes wiU readily occur to those skilled 

in the art, it is not desired to limit the invention to the exact 



STSSSd to. falling within the scope of the invention. 
Importable hunting, fishing, and sleeping shelter 

nf stanchions releasab y connected to the base ana 
extending upwardly therefrom and a pluralfly of inter- 
connect rods coupled between the stanchions at a 
Sal extent thereof and at a top end thereof to define 
an intermediate square support and an upper square 
support, respectively, wherein the upper square support 
includes a diagonal interconnect rod; 
camouflage canvas including a top wall and four side 
walls for being removably slid over the stanchions and 
interconnect rods of the frame, a first one of the side 
walls including a square cut out formed rtierem 
between the intermediate square support and the upper 
square support of the frame with a plurality of verti- 
cally aligned apertures formed in the first side wall 
adjacent to side edges of the square cut out and a flap 
integrally coupled to a top edge of the square cut out 
second and third opposed side walls of the canvas each 
having an upper rectangular cut out including a flap 
integrally coupled to a top edge of the upper rectangu- 
lar cut out and a lower rectangular cut out situa ed 
below the upper rectangular cut out and above the 
intermediate square support of the frame with a mesh 
material covering the same which has a verticafly 
oriented bisecting slit formed therein, the lower rect- 
angular cut out of the second and third side walk of the 
canvas further including a flap integrally coupled to a 
top edge of the lower rectangular cut out, one ot the 
side walls of the canvas having a plurality of snap 
fasteners mounted about a periphery of an interior 
surface thereof, wherein each of the flaps has a first 
orientation for covering the associated cut out and held 
in place by way of snap fasteners mounted along a 
bottom edge of the flap which couple with snap fas- 
teners lining a bottom edge of the associated cut out and 
a second orientation rolled up and tied in place by way 
of a pair of ties coupled to the top edge of the associated 

cut out; . 
an inflatable bed with a rectangular configuration formed 
of a lower face, an upper face and a periphery formed 
therebetween with a size and shape similar to that ot 
one of side walls, the lower face having a peripheral Up 
integrally coupled thereto and extending therefrom in 
coplanar relationship therewith, the peripheral Up hav- 
ing a plurality of snap fasteners for coupling with those 
of one of the side walls of the canvas; 
wherein the stanchions and the interconnect rods of the 
frame are collapsible such that the same may be stored 
within the hollow elongated rods of the frame and 
maintained therein with caps removably mounted on 
ends of the elongated rods each with a radially extend- 
ing flange formed on an end thereof; 
a pair of flexible shoulder straps each with a closed loop 
formed on each end thereof for being received by one 
of the end caps such that the base of the frame may be 
worn on a back of a user; and 
a canvas bag having a face coupled to the base of the 
frame and an opening with a lid for allowing selective 
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access thereto, wherein the canvas, stanchions inter- 
act rods, 'and inflatable bed are storeci with* . the 
bag when the base of the frame is worn on the back ot 

the user. . . 

2 A portable shelter comprising: 

a frame including a base and a collapsible upper portion; 

a cover including side walls removably mounted on the 
Iper portion of the frame, one of the side walk of the 
cover having a plurality of apertures formed therein fo 
allowing the passage of at least one of a gun and a 
fishing rod; 

a pair of shoulder straps each coupled to the base of the 
frame for allowing the same to be worn on a back of a 
user; and 

a bag mounted on the base for receiving the cover. 

3 A portable shelter as set forth in claim 2 wherein one 
of the side walls of the cover has an opening with a mesh 
material mounted thereover, the mesh matena haying a slit 
formed therein for allowing the passage of at least one of a 20 

^.tporSifshlr as se, forth in claim 2 and further 
including a bed removably mounted on a side wall of the 
cover for supporting the user when the frame is laid side- 

W Ta portable shelter as set forth in claim 4 wherein the bed 

15 6 A^oSable shelter as set forth in claim 2 wherein the 
base has a pair of short interconnect rods extending between 
a pair of elongated rods, the short interconnect rods and the 
elongated rods are for having weight supported thereon to 
maintain the frame upright. 

7 A portable shelter comprising: 
a frame including a base and a collapsible upper portion; 
a cover including side walls removably mounted on the 
upper portion of the frame, one of the side walls of the 
cover having an opening with a mesh material mounted 
thereover, the mesh material having a slit formed 
therein for allowing the passage of at least one of a gun 
and a fishing rod; 
a pair of shoulder straps each coupled to the base of the 
frame for allowing the same to be worn on a back ot a 
user; and 

a bag mounted on the base for receiving the cover. 



8 A portable shelter as set forth in claim 7 and I further 
including a bed removably mounted on a stde w of rt* 
cover for supporting the user when the frame ,s laid side 

TAportable shelter as set forth in claim 8 wherein the bed 

" W Actable shelter as set forth in claim 7 wherein the 
bJe ht a plir of short interconnect rods extending between 
a ™ir £ elongated rods, the short interconnect rods and the 
elongated rod's are for having weight supported thereon to 
maintain the frame upright. 
11 A portable shelter comprising: 
a frame including a base and a collapsible upper portion; 
a cover including side walls removably mounted on the 

upper portion of the frame; 
a bed removably mounted one of the side walls of the 
Tver for supporting the user when the frame being laid 
sideways; 

a pair of shoulder straps each coupled to the base of the 
frame for allowing the same to be worn on a back ot a 
user; and 

a ban mounted on the base for receiving the cover 
12 A portable shelter as set forth in claim 11 wherein the 

% iS A^ shelter as set forth in claim 11 wherein the 
base has a pair of short interconnect rods extending be^een 
a pair of elongated rods, the short interconnect rods and the 
Sated rods are for having weight supported thereon to 
maintain the frame upright. 

14 A portable shelter comprising: 
a frame including a base and a collapsible upper portion 
the base has a pair of short interconnect rods extending 
between a pair of elongated rods, the short interconnect 
rods and the elongated rods are for having weight 
supported thereon to maintain the frame upright; 
a cover including side walls removably mounted on the 

upper portion of the frame; 
a pair of shoulder straps each coupled to the base of the 
frame for allowing the same to be worn on a back ot a 
user; and 

a bag mounted on the base for receiving the cover. 
***** 
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A stand for hunting or photography comprising: (a) a seat 
structure adapted to be removably positronable on a tree 
trunk and (b) a cover removably supportable by the seat 
structure in a manner effective for at least partially conced- 
ing a user when seated in the seat structure from front view, 
side view, back view, or a combination thereot. 
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1 F1G 7 provides a distal end view of attachment pin 25. 

HUNTING STAND AND BLIND ^ g a prox imal end view of attachment pin 25. 

FIG 9 depicts a soft cover 5 used in inventive hunting 
FIELD OF THE INVENTION stand 2 with a collapsible flex rod 15 attached thereto for 

, . . 5 supporting the cover in a vertical position 
The present invention relates to portable and carryable ^ ^ ^ coUapsiWe flex rod 15 being part.ally 

stands and blinds for hunting. detached from soft cover 5. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION f JJO ' - — »°" * ' 

well suited for hunting, observing, or photographing deer, . inventive hunting stand 2. 

l"r generally any other type of game. A need particu- u ^ a „ outside view of an alternative cover 

laTexkts for a hunting stand which can be secured to a tree holding ns which can be used in the inventive 

trunk and which will be effective for hunting, photography, is gtan(J 

etc even when positioned close to the ground. The ability u ides a „ en d view of cover holding structure 

to effectively use the stand when positioned close to the ^ 

ground would be particularly desirable for certain types or npTAl i F n DESCRIPTION OF THE 

Luting and/or for older users or others ^hc . may have "^SuSf eSSdIMENTS 

difficulty installing and/or climbmg into an elevated stand. ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION invention is depicted in FIGS. 1-5. Inventive stand 2 pret- 

Tne present invention provides a stand for hunting or erably '-PJ^ 

phoTogmphy which satisfies the needs 25 ^S^SS^^^^V^ 

problems mentioned hereinabove. In one aspect, the mven- fr^ ^ n ^ . uW extendable from seat 

five stand comprises: (a) a seat structure adapted to be of cover arms J J ^ ^ „ removably 

removably positionable on a tree trunk and (b) a cover frame* P™* ° 10 . attachm ent 14 extendable 
removably supportable by the seat structure in a manner ^ Se 4 for positioning around a tree 

effective for at least partially concealing a user when sea ed 30 ^'^/^^^bly 16 projecting from the rear of 

on said seat structure from at least one of a frontview, a side ^^^^^,^1 attached to the front of 

view, a back view, or a combination thereof. The cover « sea me 4, 2 ,\ ttM to the bottom 

preferably a soft camouflage cover. of sea t frame 4 for carrying the inventive hunting stand 2 in 

In another aspect, the present invention provides a stand of ^ fa ^ 
for hunting or photography comprising: a carryable seat 35 rticular seat f rame 4 employed in embodiment 2 of 
structure £apted to be removably Posttmnable oj , a t ree stand ^es: a U-shaped support 
trunk; a soft cover; and at least one arm extendable from the the inventive n g ^ ^ ^ open front 
seat structure for supporting the soft cover in a manner ghjvmg^esZ^ <U orts ao^xtending upwardly from 
effective for at least partially concealing a user when sea ed 28 a pano t ver PP 22; and , pair of 
on said seat structure from at least one of a front view, a side 4Q J*^^?^ ieces 33. 
view, a back view, or a combination thereof. The stand opposing curved p ^ 
preferably comprises a plurality of arms pivotably extend- Curved side V***£*™ P g a „/ pr eferably corn- 
able from the seat structure and a plurality of rods removably able aran ^^^S^tioo. 34 which are attached to 
extendable from the arms such that the so ft cover is post- ^-^^ £SSiy beyond the forward ends 
tionable on the rods for supporting the soft cover. 45 and £gfg£f5 * suppor , 22; rearwardly 
Further objects, features, and advantages of the present £ preferably upwardly angled, upper segments 
invention will be apparent to those skilled in the art upon £ ^ mA dl 
examining the accompanying drawings and upon reading the £ vertical supports M; and , plurality of late ral 
following description of the preferred embodiments. J ^ ^ mKS 36 prov ided in series in the rearward 

BRIEF DESCR^ON OF THE DRAW.NOS ' ^ ft^^^J^ 
FIG. 1 provides an elevational side view of an embodi- diameter ^ rest pads 33 are preferably provided on side 
ment 2 of the inventive hunting stand positioned on a tree . s 22 for ^ user's comfort. 

Sink 40 « To facilitate carrying and installation, frame 4 is i prefer- 

HG. 2 provides a plan view of inventive hunting stand 2 aW forrne d of a sturdy but lightweight ^^Jj™^ 

hunting stand 2 in its folded position for carrying. ^^roTd h c^Xbric, plastic, or other 

FIG. 5 provides a partially cutaway, elevationa back view preferably formed of cloth, can p ^ 

of inventive hunting' stand 2 in its folded position as seen JjJ^^^! 6 y for Jcuring sea. 6 in frame 

from perspective 5 5 shown in FIG. 3. « 4 using for example, ropes or cords 42. 

FIG. 6 provides a side view of an attachment pin 25 ot a 65 * sea( fi and „, exc es- 

type particnlarly well suited for use in inventive hunting *J Jj^ ^ K similar structure 44 is 



stand 2. 



US 6,510,922 Bl 

4 



^ . , c . a Th» manual adiustment. As will be apparent to those skilled in 

preferably attached across the forward end of seat 6. The manual a^ustm pivot inwardl whe „ 

ends of strap 44 extend over and around the lower side toeuUDi ^ tfee and wlU ^ 

pieces 24 of seat frame 4 and are attached! oge her -b, a nec^y to p on ^ ^ ^ ^ 

buckle or other attachment structure 46 ^ "»*™? oiSg movement of blades 70 thus ensu.es that a greater 

structure 46 will preferably be of a type which will allow the 5 V™£f™™ 74 wil , consist6nt l y be in contact with tree 

aulhment of strap 44 on seat frame 4 to be trghtened or numberof teeth WjU ^ ^ ^ Jf 

loosened as desired. additional gripping teeth (not shown) can also be provided 

Foot rest 18 can generally be any type of structure capable *f reawarf e(Jges ?6 o£ the fixed platcs 68 

of supporting the user's feet and will preferably be p.votably fa ^ assemb , y 16 

or collapsibly attached to seat frame 4 such tha rest W ^ a atus 2 an 

can be folded or otherwise moved out of the way tor i n f b q£ ^ ^ „ y 

carrying. Foot rest 18 preferably comprises a U^haped the user 8 from view. The cover 5 employed .n 

member 48 having outwardly extendmg or apered .des 50 ?£^™ mm 2 wiu preferably be a soft cover of a 
and a pair of attachment bota to. : «nd«. 15 y^lTch Voidable and lightweight. Examples of suitable 

pivotably attaching the sides 50 of foot rest 18 to ^t frame type wn ^ ^ ^ ^ 

4. By tightening or loosening bolts 52, foot rest 18 can be sotr coyer combinations thereof. The 

selectively held" in or moved to and from its operattng ^^^My L be of a camouflaged design, as 

position 54 depicted in FIGS. 1 and 2 and its folded or cover wiu prere r ^ be formed 

drying position 56 depicted in FIGS. 3 an 15. Bote 52 £™ 1^ rf ^ , h le 

preferably have enlarged knobs, wings, or other structures 01 ann ^ therethrough for 

58 on the outer ends thereof so that they can be east y ^8 ^J^e^J des ired game. 

more comfortable support for the user's feet. ^V*^ Tn^ or sheet 80 which extends across the 

To further assist in securing foot rest 18 in its unfolded ^J^^Z^Tp^ •*» • P^-aUty of 

operating position 54, inventive apparatus 2 can alsc include °*«^^™™ otbst attachment structures 82 pro- 

a pair of locking pins 25. lacking pins 25 are removably Velcro rf b 78 and 80 for attaching 
^e^U^.pertui»(n^^)|»^^ J 30 v f^ ^ZSs ^Jr across the front 84 of the 

upper portions of foot rest side pieces 50 and through the or tying We pa g fe ^ fc 

downwardlyprojectingsegments34offramesidep ie ces32_ mve „ trveapp aratus. 1 ne P d ates to conceal 

As will be understood by those skilled m the art, each of ^^f^^^^ side . As will be understood 

° f rilVrture 14 can generally oe any type of ^^^S^^- 

structure which will extend around tree trunk 40 for holding J»« SxTdslS of ihistype are readily avaUable and 

theinventivestand2incantileveredposition.Attachmentl4 ^^^^^J^ ^ J segments 84 

will preferably a flexible structure such as a cable a chain, 45 gj^jg^ori or similar device 86 extending there- 

an implement-type sprocket chain, a rope, or a cord^ Attach- J^™J"££ to n the individual 

ment 14 will preferably be a cable, chain, or sprocket, chain £^ ™ when P assemb led end-to-end as 

having a plastic sheath 54 on the exterior thereof. Loops segments _ 84 tog .^.^ ^ 

other structures can be provided m the ends of attachment deputed in ML ,£0 ^ ^ ^ 

structure 14 for securing the attachment structure to frame 4 5Q 84 to be pulled apart ana toiae , v 

using locking pins 25 or other attachment devices. U. ^ ^ 

Tne blade assembly 16 employed m inventive stand 2 The JJJJ»^£J ided t £ K0D for recei vi n g the 

preferably extends from the back 26 of frame piece 22 such 88o ^other fructims P eg ?g and 

that blade assembly 16 is spaced below, and wil thus endso ^^J 6 ™^^ itions for concealing the 

operate in conjunction with, attachment i p.e« to Wdj* * ^^^32» the aLhment of cover sheets 78 

frame 4 in cantilevered positron on tree rank M . Blade user 5 ^ flex rods cannot 

assembly 16 preferably comprises: (a) a pair of fixed plates or lost , each of the flex rods 15 is 

or similar structures 68 which project rearwardly from frame * J^*^J fl altached (e.g., by gluing, taping, or 

Tta pivo,,b lt ,„ K h„e», of bl.d«s 7. «-«» «^ « KTAKS. S« M "f-Sor.,™ 
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Thus the present invention is well adapted to carry out the 
ob2« and attain the ends and advantages mentioned above 
as S as those inherent therein. While presently preferred 
mSments have been described for Ptoses of to 
disclosure, numerous changes and modifications will be 
SST* those skilled in the art. Such changes nd 
modifications are encompassed within the spirit of this 
invention as defined by the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 

1 A stand for hunting or photography comprising^ 
a'seat structure adapted to be removably positionable on 
a tree trunk; 

a cover removably supportable by said seat structure in a 
manner and having a vertical height f active for com- 
pletely concealing a user when seated on sa d seat 
structure at ground level from a front view, a first side 
view, and a second side view; 
a plurality of arms pivotably extendable from said seat 
structure for supporting said cover, said arms having 
distal ends; 

a plurality of rods extendable from said arms, said cover 
being positionable on said rods for supporting said 
cover; . , . 

hook structures provided at said distal ends of said aims 

for releasably grasping said rods; and 
springs provided on said hook structures for,biasing said 

hook structures toward a grasping position. 
2 The stand of claim 1 wherein said cover is a soft cover 
formed of a material effective for allowing said user to view 
oame through said cover. 
3. The stand of claim 2 where said cover is a camouflage 

C °4 er The stand of claim 1 further comprising a foot rest 
pivotably attached to said seat structure. 
5. The stand of claim 4 wherein: 
said stand further comprises a frame structure which 

includes said seat structure; 
said foot rest is pivotable to a position below said frame 

structure for use by said user; and 
said cover is vertically movable such that a lower portion 
of said cover can be positioned below said frame 
structure to conceal said user's feet from said front 
view, said first side view, and said second side view 
when said user's feet are placed on said foot rest. 
h" nT^Tn FIG 1 "The 'incentive apparatus^ thus forms a 6. The stand of claim 1 further comprising an attachment 

25S - *». 3, using 45 extendable from said seat structure for positioning around a 

shoulder straps 20. tree trunk. comprising a blade 

An embodiment 115 of an alternative structure for secur- 7. The stand of claim im P » 
ing flex rods 15 in vertical position at the ends of support assembly projecting from s, d ^ s ^ r ^ ntact a 

^£^£Jf*3S each of said blades 
ifS^^S S » JJT.Sf of teeth 
such that spring L 4 pulls hook 120 into curved surface 118; • n- *«4 of claim 1 wl 
and a cap 126 and nut 128 which retain spring 124 on 
threaded end 122. 

The hook 120 of structure 115 is received around the tlex 
rod 15 such that hook 120 and spring 124 pull the flex rod 60 
15 into, and securely hold rod 15 against, the curved inner 
surface 118 of vertical support 116. Spring 124 can have 
sufficient flexibility to allow flex rod 15 to be placed in or 
removed from hook 120 by pressing the spring cap 126. In 
addition or in the alternative, spring 124 can have sufficient 65 
flexibility to allow flex rod 15 to be turned laterally, as 
depicted in FIG. 14, for storage and/or carrying. 



frame 4 so that (a) they can be pivoted outwardly to^ support 
he cover 5 in operating position around, and spaced apart 
from, seat frame 4 but (b) can be folded against or over seat 
frame 4 for carrying and storage. 

To prevent the foiward and rearward aims 92 i and 94 i from 
interfering with each other when pivoted to their carrying 
positions, the forward arms 92 are pivotably attached to the 
top of frame side pieces 24 and the rearward support arms 
94 are pivotably attached to the bottom of frame side pieces 
24 Of course, this arrangement could be reversed so that 
forward arms 92 are pivotably attached below and reward 
arms 94 are pivotably attached above frame side pieces 24. 
Support arms 92 and 94 are preferably pivotably secured to 
seat frame 4 using bolts or similar structures 100 having 
enlarged knobs, wings, or other structures 102 provided 
thereon to allow the attachments 100 to be conveniently 
tightened and loosened by hand. 

Each of support arms 92 and 94 preferably includes a 
vertical tube or other hollow structure 104 provided at the 
distal end thereof for receiving the lower end of a flex rod 
15 The tubes 104 are preferably sized and configured such 
that when received in vertical tubes 104, the bottom ends of 
flex rods 15 will project downwardly through Me distal ends 
of support arms 92 and 94. 

Stops 108 are provided on flex rods 15 to retain flex rods 25 
15 in and to prevent the flex rods from simply falling 
through, vertical holders 104. Stops 108 are preferably 
repositionable on flex rods 15 so that, by moving stops 108, 
the position of flex rods 15 and cover 5 with respect to seat 
fame 4 can be vertically adjusted Additionally, the lower 
ends of flex rods 15 are preferably removably receivable in 
cover pockets 88 so that the pockets can be placed over the 
lower ends of the flex rods 15 after the flex rods are inserted 
through holding tubes 104 as depicted m FIG. 12. The 
pockets 88 can then also be removed from the lower ends of 
flex rods 15 when taking the flex rods 15 out of holding tubes 

104. . Jt 

When carrying inventive apparatus 2 to a desired location, 
foot rest 18 can be conveniently folded/pivoted over onto the 
top of seat 6 and cover support arms 92 and 94 can be folded 40 
against the sides of seat frame 4. Additionally, soft cover 5 
and the flex rods 15 attached thereto can be conveniently 
folded and tied or otherwise secured on top of seat 6 as 
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9. The stand of claim 1 wherein said cover has a closeable 

opening. . , 

10. The stand of claim 9 wherein said cover is a two-piece 

C °li r The stand of claim 1 wherein said rods are collapsible. 

12. The stand of claim 11 wherein said rods have ends and 
said cover has pockets for receiving said ends. 

13 The stand of claim 11 wherein said cover is perma- 
nently attached at at least one location on each of said rods. 

14 The stand of claim 1 wherein said cover is vertically 
movable for vertically repositioning said cover with respect 
to said seat structure. 
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15 The stand of claim 14 further comprising adjustable 
stops provided on said rods for vertically repositioning said 

The stand of claim 1 further comprising curved 
surfaces at said distal ends of said arms and against which 
said hook structures releasably grasp said rods. 
17 A stand for hunting or photography comprising, 
a seat structure adapted to be removably positioned on a 
tree trunk; 

a cover removably supportable by said I seating structure ; in 
a manner and having a vertical he.ght effective for 
completely concealing a user when seated on said seat 
structure at ground level from a front view, a first side 
view, and a second side view; 
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w.litv nf arms oivotably extendable from said seat 
3 P sSre fa porting slid cover, said arms having 

a ptrlTof rods extendable from said arms, said cover 
Srpositionable on said rods for supporung said 

whTreta said cover is vertically movable for vertically 
repositioning said cover with respect to said seat 

saidTt?rtoher comprises adjustable stops provided on 

said rods for vertically repos.uomng said ™ o 
18. The stand of claim 17 wherein said rods are coUaps 

ible. 
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(57) ABSTRACT 
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hunter brings his or her gun into a shooting post ion and/or 

no assembly in the field, and may be earned on the hunter s 
back like a backpack. 
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p^OOFTHeiNVENTION , a^.^-^^SaT 

S2S accommodfte a hunter in a supine position. f screen and the boUo, £ ^^toj-fd 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION jq Tthe o^ide of the shel. for attachtng vegetat.on to the 

Historically it has been recognized by hunters that some blind, transported by collapsing the 

a^S^a^t^^^ 25R2S - - to ™ ke and use lhe invent,on - 

far more -P«^^ J^^^^dS *» BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS 

!a P 3^1*^r^f!!S FIG 1 is a perspective side view of the blind of one 
to hun^sTn the typically marshy wetlands favored by such Jg*£ J J present invention m an open non- 

^tinds which may be set up in the ^J*"™*^ * "Sol JT WecUve side view of the blind of FIG. 1 
bands or cord? The cover of the Sayles patent is hmgedly RG j whh , portion ot th e frame shown in a disassembled 

KSb"*. d.slic cords » puU .be lop co.c. Ml, cmbodil « n , of ft. bsckp.ck 

op.„%i.bo..con.in.i»8 m—1 "» .5 HO. 10 is . perspective side view of *. >>« °' 1 

inside lb. Wind. , ,„ .siiisbcioj sssooftl.d from ft. coll.psa) posi.soo, sod 

U S. Psb No. 4.T51.936 .0 Zibblc .1 .1. 'ddecjes ft. u ^ ^ ^ rf nG , show „ ,„ , ooU.pscd 

probtanoflyit«».ll»gTOnd.How^Ml»bbodcterrt ^ > , sb , ck . 

£5*- SW^TS S^-W DESCRIPTION OPTHE PREFERRED 

conditions, and may attract attention. EMBODIMENT 

conditions, and may attract attent.on. b ^Jffi? 0 o a Shown The blind 10 takes on a casket- 

Thus, there is a need for a portable blind I which .can .be g^^ A "SSS I1 easily enter the blind 10 and 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION „ SKff^lWWi 

The hunting blind of the present invention is generally a * £nd 19 , ocated opposite the body support 16 

shell that can 8 surround a hunter in a supine position. The J 2Q afe used t0 cover , he opening 22 ^of bi nd 

shell is supported by a selectively collaps.ble frame^The jp hide ^ hunter F , aps 20 te easily opened as the 

^^^^^^^ • 
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constructed from certain frame components: a ground piece 
30, a head rest 32, a gun rest 34, a pair of braces 36, and a 
pair of telescoping braces 38. Ground piece 30 is a rectan- 
gular piece wide enough to accommodate the average hunter 
sitting therein. Head rest 32 is an a U-shaped piece that is 5 
rotatably connected to ground piece 30 at a short distance 
from one end, end 41. Preferably, brackets such as nylon 
brackets 40 are used to make the rotatable connection. 
Brackets 40 wrap around the circumference of ground piece 
30, and have a pair of upwardly angled fins 31 for receiving 1Q 
a bolt and a self-locking nut 33 extending from an end ol 
head rest 32. Of course, other arrangements of the pieces to 
form the frame 14 may be used without departing from the 
invention. , 
The head rest 32 may be selectively held in an upward 
position with respect to ground piece 30 using braces 36^ 
Braces 36 are rotatably connected to head rest 32 with 
brackets 42. (Brackets 42, 44a, 446, 46 and 48 discussed 
herein may be the same type as bracket 40 or other 
configuration.) Hie opposite end of brace 36 is also rotatably 
connected to ground piece 30 at brackets 44a. Preferably this 20 
connection can be released with relative ease so that the head 
rest 32 can be selectively collapsed against ground piece 30. 
In one embodiment, head rest 32 has a dropped middle 45 
at a top portion of the brace (see FIG. 3A). Dropped middle 
45 is designed to accommodate a cushioning pad described 25 

herein. . 

Gun rest 34 is also a U-shaped piece that is rotatably 
connected to ground piece 30 at a short distance from one 
end, end 50. Preferably, brackets such as nylon brackets 46 
are used to make the rotatable connection. The gun rest 34 30 
is selectively held in an upward position with respect to 
ground piece 30 by tension in the shell 12. Braces ^38 are 
rotatably connected to gun rest 34 using brackets 48. The 
opposite ends of braces 38 are also rotatably connected to 
ground piece 30 at brackets 44ft. Each brace 38 is ^ 
telescoping, and has a snap button 52 locking mechanism to 
keep it in an extended position. The brace can be shortened 
by depressing snap button 52 to allow the gun rest to fold 
down toward ground piece 30. 

Ground piece 30, head rest 32 and gun rest 34 preferably 
have radiused corners so as not to unduly stress the fabric 
shell 12 but other shapes could be used. Frame 14 may be 
constructed from a tubular material such as high-tempered 
aluminum or other shapes and materials. The frame alumi- 
num material has the characteristics of having, a good 
strength to weight ratio, being noncorrosive, and being 45 
capable of supporting the hunter's torso weight at head rest 
32. 

Referring now to FIG. 4, shell 12 is generally constructed 
from an outer casing 60 and a partial inner liner 62. 
Preferably the casing 60 and liner 62 are made from a tough, 50 
water proof fabric such as 900 denier polyester with a 
polyurethane coating. The casing 60 floor may be con- 
structed from the same fabric or a different fabric such as an 
1800 denier polyester with a waterproof coating. Of course, 
other suitable materials could be used to construct the casing 55 
60 and liner 62. 

As shown in FIGS. 1, 2, 4, and 5, casing 60 and liner 62 
are constructed to receive frame 14 in a disassembled state. 
In the upper portion 64 of blind 10, liner 62 is propped up 
during assembly to form a wedge 65 (see FIG. 1). Wedge 65 6o 
is a "hammock" style rest where the torso of a hunter will lie 
against when occupying blind 10. Further, the interior vol- 
ume of wedge 65, accessible by a zipper closure or the like, 
is useful for storing and transporting decoys, clothing, etc., 
when the blind is in a semi-collapsed state. In the lower 
portion 66 of blind 10, the liner joins together with casing 60 65 
so that the hunter's legs and feet will lie on the ground. In 
one embodiment, some type of insulation such as closed cell 



foam is provided between the casing 60 and liner 62 in the 
lower portion 66 so that the hunter is less affected by cold 
and/or rough ground. Likewise, liner 62 located in the upper 
portion of blind 10 may be backed with an insulator such as 
closed cell foam. Because the upper portion 64 of hner W 
is separated from casing 60 to form the wedge 65, liner 62 
may be backed by a secondary liner (not shown) to enclose 
the closed cell foam underneath the top surface 68 ot this 
portion of liner 62. Padding 69 such as closed cell foam is 
connected to the top section 67 of shell 12 and wrapped 
around and secured to gun rest 34 The padding 69 wil 
protect a gun barrel's ventilated rib from being scratched or 
damaged and helps to maintain the position of the gun. 

Referring now to FIGS. 4 and 5, the structure of upper 
portion 64 is described more fully. In one embodiment ot 
blind 10, the top surface 68 has the f°J lo ™ n ^ 
a zipper 70 is placed near each side of blind 10. When 
zippers 70 are completely unzipped, the hunter can gain 
access to the inside of wedge 65 to assemble the frame 14, 
take down the head rest or to use the storage space. Second 
a padded head rest 72 made from a relatively thick piece ot 
closed-cell foam may be located at the head rest 32. This 
padded head rest may be encased between a liner 62 and a 
fabric covering sewn thereto. Third, a pocket 74 may be 
sewn onto top of liner for storing items such as shotguns, 
flags, hunting licenses, and maps. The insulation attached to 
the liner 62 may be between zippers 70. The insulation may 
be one solid piece, or may be attached in segments for 
desired flexibility. For example, FIG. 5 shows the insulation 
connected to a first segment 76 and a second segment 78. 
Further, there is a flexural joint 80 formed at the small area 
separating the segments 76,78. 

Referring now to FIGS. 6 and 7, the relationship between 
the shell 12 and frame 14 in an assembled position ^ shown. 
Generally, a strap 90 is connected to the gun rest 34 and is 
pulled taught so that shell forms a cockpit 91. Strap 90 keeps 
the sides 92 from sagging, and helps to support gun rest 34^ 
Strap 90, made from nylon webbing or the like, is stitched 
or otherwise attached to the back side 94 and extends along 
both sides 92 of the cockpit 91 so that it can be connected 
to gun rest 34. On each side 92, strap 90 is fed through 
sleeves 96, that may be closed with hook and loop fasteners 
or other closing devices such as snaps. The strap end 98 is 
secured to the gun rest 34 with an "H" buckle or other 
securing device. 

When the blind 10 is assembled ana* the flaps are closed, 
most of the frame 14 cannot be viewed past liner 62. There 
are apertures (not shown) in liner 62 at points where braces 
38 extend toward the gun rest 34. Access to the hidden 
portion of frame 14 may be obtained by opening zippers 70 
as seen in FIG. 5. 

The flaps 20 may be seen in FIGS. 1, 2 and 8. In one 
embodiment, flaps 20 are generally constructed from closed 
cell foam lined with nylon fabric and covered on the exterior 
by the same fabric as shell 12. Quilting 99 may be used to 
keep the foam stationary with respect the fabric covering. 
The foam adds stiffness so that the flaps together form a 
lightweight door, and serves to insulate the hunter against 
cold weather. Additional stiffening members such as plastic 
cross or longitudinal members could be added. Each flap 20 
has an elongated shape and is sized to adequately cover the 
cockpit 91 and hunter. Each flap 20 is connected to the shell 
12 with a fabric "hinge" 102 that may run the length of the 
flap A handle 104 may be attached to the inner surface of 
each flap 20 so that the hunter can more easily close each 
flap 20 The flaps 20 can be buckled closed with a quick 
release buckle 106 or other closing device located on the 
exterior surface of the flaps 20, as seen in FIG. 2. An extra 
length of fabric 103 may extend beyond the quilted area 
containing the foam. Fabric 103 can drape downward onto 
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the sheU 12 so flaps 20 look somewhat integrated with the 
shell, at least from a bird's eye view. 

To hide the hunter's head while viewing the sky for birds, 
a nTh screen 110 may be «^^5^££ A 5 
removably attached to the tap JW ^Jj, as it 

^cftSrS a a!£w l s^n rn U0 U to be attached in 
pSHL Other securing mechanisms couW be ««L 
« . *~ cin o the bottom of blind 1U nas a 

nf voke 124 is secured to a horizontal strap 126 that is sewn 
d reS o "11 at each end 128. The 

S to'shell 12 may be reinforced by 15 
sewn directly to the bottom surface 132 of shell 12. mere 
frTother backpack assemblies that could be employed for . 
the numoL of carrying the folded blind 10 on a hunter s 
LacKdThe invention should not be interpreted as being 
limited to the assembly shown in FIG. 9. 20 

Referrine still to FIG. 9, foam may be used to insulate 
flo^olmsu™ 

S Xndm^eatet itw "line/l46 where 
he btd 10 can easily bend The fold line 146 * naturally ^ 
located adjacent the edge of ground piece 30, which is 
atSoximately near the mid-length point but may extend 
cbser to the foot box. Further, for added durability the 
cSners of the surface 132 may be reinforced with a fabric 
niece 143. This is used to prevent undue wear to the shell 12 
Caused by rubbing the ground piece 30 against the ground 30 

Referrine now to FIGS. 1, 2 and 7, in one embodiment ot 
the J Infinvention, stubble straps 150 are applied to .Je 
exterior surface of blind 10. The purpose of the stubble 
straps 150 is to provide a way to attach grasses branches or 
other vegetation to the exterior of the blind for increased 35 
camouflage. Stubble straps 150 may be made from continu 
ouTstrips 8 of nylon webbing or the like, sutched PenodicaUy 
to shell 12 at stitches 152. This will leave segments 154 for 
sliding the vegetation therethrough. 

Referring to FIGS. 1 and 5, optional flap doors 160 may 40 
be located on each side of the cockpit so that the hunter can 
extend his arms out the side when lying in the blind to flag 
waterfowl Preferably, the flaps are hinged at the top so that 
r oI *r ain is deflected away from the flap opening In 
adE, a door may be located at end 19. A zipper 168 is 45 
Preferably added for access to the foot box portion of blind 
10 The zipper 168 access makes it easier to clean this area 
o^aSss ifems stored in the foot box. Of course, other 
z[ PP ers or hook and loop fastened flaps could be added 
throughout the blind if desired. 

In operation, the blind 10 is fully extended as seen m 
FIGS 1 and 6 In this position, a hunter may climb into the 
o en cockpit area and I down so his feet are in the foot box 
head is on head rest 16, and torso is against wedge 65. The 
Ser clo^ the flaps 20 so he may view the sky trough 55 
mesh screens 110. If desired, vegetation can be placed into 
Slfstraps 150 before the hunter is pos.tioned ins.de 

W Referring to FIGS. 10 and 11, to transport the blind the 
hunter depresses the snap button 52 located on each tele- 
scoping brace 38, and pulls the gun rest 34 toward head rest 
32 Prior to this step, the hunter may unzip a zippe. 70 on 
surface 68 and store decoys or other items ins.de wedge 65^ 
The flaps 20 'are then buckled shut, and the foot box or end 
"oSover the flaps 20 until it reaches the . head r*s 
32 End 19 may be temporarily secured against head rest 32 
ny tying an elastic band (not shown) around stubble straps 



VSStSSA onlhThunter'sLck by placing the 

forth in the following claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1 A hunting blind comprising: 

a shell adapted to generally surround a hunter in a supine 

a sTctTvely collapsible frame for supporting the shell, 
wherein the frame and shell form a cockpit, wherein the 
frame further includes a head piece, a ground piece a 
paTof telescoping braces thatare selectively connected 
to the ground piece, and a gun rest, 
wherein the gun rest is rotatably connected to the ground 
pfece and connected to the pair of telescoping braces; 

a, itt one flap for covering the cockpit and for hiding tto 
hunter, the at least one flap connected to he shell so 
that i is openable to the sides of the sheU when the 
hunter moves from a supine position to a sitting posi- 
tion. 

2. A hunting blind comprising: 

a shell adapted to generally surround a hunter in a supine 
position; 

a selectively collapsible frame for supporting the shell, 

wherein the frame and shell form a cockpit; 
at least one flap for covering the cockpit and for hiding the 
humer " the at least one flap connected to the shell so 
Z it is openable when the hunter moves from a supine 
position to a sitting position; 
wherein the frame comprises a rectangular ground p.ece 
a pair of telescoping braces connected to eact . side of 
the ground piece, a pair of braces also rotatably con- 
nected to each side of the ground piece a heac In* 
rotatably connected to the ground piece and to the pair 
of braces, and a gun rest rotatably connected to the 
ground piece and to the pair of telescoping braces. 
3 The hunting blind of claim 2 further including a liner 
connected to rtAame for forming a wedge to support he 
hunter in a slightly reclined supine P^Uan. ^e«n. the 
wedee has a selectively accessible interior volume 
4 k A collapsible frame for a hunting blind compnsing: 
a ground piece having two opposite sides; 
a pair of telescoping braces connected to each s.de of the 

ground piece at a first pair of brackets; 
a pair of braces rotatably connected to each side of the 

ground piece at a second pair of brackets; 
a head rest connected to the ground piece and to the pair 
of braces; and .... ui„ 

a gun rest connected to the ground p.ece and rotatably 
connected to the pair of telescoping braces so at the 
telescoping braces retract, the gun rest rotates toward 

5 Kametf claim 4 wherein the first pair of brackets 
and the second pair of brackets are located adjacent to each 
other on the ground piece. 
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